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HOLLYWOOD LANE, HOLLYWOOD 
A superbly presented and extended link detached 
family home in this most sought after road 
comprising: porch, hallway, lounge, superb open 
plan kitchen dining family room, utility and guest 
cloaks WC, master bedroom with ensuite, three 
further bedrooms, refitted family shower room, 
enclosed rear garden, extensive front driveway.

GORSEY LANE, WYTHALL

WINDRUSH ROAD, HOLLYWOOD
A well presented modern semi detached house in 
this most popular cul de sac location comprising: 
hallway, lounge, kitchen diner, four bedrooms, 
bathroom, rear garden, front driveway with integral 
garage, no upward chain.

WINDRUSH ROAD, HOLLYWOOD

HOLLYWOOD LANE, HOLLYWOOD

GORSEY LANE, WYTHALL 
A detached bungalow requiring updating 
throughout set on a wide corner plot with potential 
for extension subject to planning and comprising: 
porch, hallway, kitchen, dining area, lounge, three 
bedrooms, shower room, garage, gardens to front 
side and rear, no upward chain.

Offers in Excess £400,000

Offers Around £165,000Offers Around £325,000

Offers Around £500,000

THE LAURELS, HILLCREST 
PARK, WYTHALL
A well presented park home for the over 50’s on the 
popular Hillcrest Park comprising: porch, lounge, 
dining room, kitchen, two double bedrooms, 
refitted shower room, front side and rear gardens, 
parking bays to front and rear, no upward chain. 

THE LAURELS, HILLCREST PARK, WYTHALL



GORSEY LANE, WYTHALL

Tel: 01564 829 200 
73-75 May Lane, Hollywood, 
Birmingham, B47 5PA

www.monsoon.restaurant 

Reserve Online

*(fish, Lamb Shank & king prawns £3.00 extra per dish) ** (plain coffee)

MONSOON
Cafe . Dining . Lounge
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

May’s one of the best months of the year - we’re 
firmly in the Spring and have all the anticipation 
of a lovely Summer ahead, fingers crossed! 

It’s also a great time for getting your garden 
looking lovely and for selling your home. We’ve 
got a great range of local, reliable businesses in 
here who can help you get your garden ready 
and update any aspect of your home, from 
your roof to your kitchen, your bathroom to your 
décor, whether you’re getting it ready to sell or 
just want to update it for your own benefit. 

Wishing you a great month ahead. Until next month,  

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.wythalldirectory.com

contents

Marvellous May!
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Golf & Social Membership - Visitors Tee Times
Plus Room Hire for all your events, small or large.

We are more than just a Golf Club

Hollywood Golf Club
www.hollywoodgolfclub.co.uk

Contact Debbie for more information
Tel: 0121 430 8544 option 1 or Email: 
secretary@hollywoodgolfclub.co.uk

Enjoy an evening meal with
The Kababish Restaurant at Hollywood Golf Club

Eat in or take away available 0121 430 8544 option 4
Opening Hours: Wednesday to Saturday 

5.00pm to 9.00pm  - Sunday 5.00pm to 8pm
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local events

Circus Vegas    
20 May – 5 June. NEC, 
Birmingham    
A one-of-a-kind performance, 
featuring the most talented 
daredevil performers and 
extreme acts from across 
the globe. Come along and 
celebrate the artistic and awe-
inspiring nature of the circus. 
To book call 07494 774009 
or visit Ticketmaster.com

The Johnny Cash 
Roadshow            
20 May. Core Theatre, Solihull  
Delivering all the hits such 
as Walk the Line, Ring of Fire, 
Jackson, Orange Blossom 
Special and Boy Named Sue, 
this show is an emotional roller-
coaster through Cash’s career, 
packed together in one fantastic 
evening’s entertainment.  Call 
0121 704 6962 to book. 

The Reggae Shed         
21 May. Shirley Royal 
British Legion      
DJ Dancerider made a real 
name for himself during 
Lockdown by providing top class 
reggae music live each week 
from The Reggae Shed. He is 
now a well-recognised, top 
class Midland’s reggae DJ who 
is bringing his decks to Shirley. 
Tickets from ticketsource.co.uk

Simply Red 
Tribute Night             
4 June. Shirley Royal 
British Legion 
Red Mick is the only Simply Red 
tribute used by Butlins Holidays 
and Grosvenor Casinos and 

he has it down to a tee! Listen to 
favourites such as A New Flame, 
Money’s Too Tight To Mention, 
Stars, and Holding Back The 
Years. Visit seetickets.com to book 

Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang          
8- 10 June. Palace 
Theatre, Redditch  
Take a fantastic musical 
adventure with an out-of-this-
world car that flies through 
the air and sails the seas, 
based on the record-breaking 
West End production and the 
beloved film. Call the box office 
on 01527 65203 to book. 

community events



23RD - 24TH JULY 2022
T U D O R  G R A N G E  P A R K
WWW.SOLIHULLSUMMERFEST.CO.UK

BOYZLIFE SHALAMAR

SHAGGY

DUKELEMARARTFUL DODGER

SISTER SLEDGE

BILLY OCEAN
BELINDA CARLISLE
KOOL & THE GANG

THE REAL 
THING

BAD MANNERS
DR & THE 
MEDICS

FOR TICKETS AND INFO VISIT: WWW.SOLIHULLSUMMERFEST.CO.UK

RESIDENTS DISCOUNT: SAVE 20% ON FULL PRICE TICKETS* ENTER CODE: RESIDENT20

2ND
STAGE! FEATURING KENNY THOMAS

2ND
STAGE! FEATURING TREVOR NELSON

* VALID UNTIL 1ST JULY 2022



WWW.GRANTJOHNSERVICES.CO.UK    G.SOUTHALLSERVICES@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

CALL 07974 226 558

AT THE 
FOREFRONT 
OF HEATING 
AND 
RENEWABLE 
SERVICES

GRANT SOUTHALL

Grant Smith Heating.indd   1Grant Smith Heating.indd   1 18/02/2020   11:0818/02/2020   11:08

We understand how hard it can be 
to squeeze in household domestic 
cleaning due to a busy lifestyle or 
perhaps you’re not as able as 
you used to be.  

That’s where we can help, 
by providing...

Making your home 
a happy sparkly 
place to be...

We’re here to help, so please 
feel free to give us a call!

Rachael:  07855 435073
Landline:  0121 238 4818

EMAIL: info@the-maid-brigade.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.the-maid-brigade.co.uk Don’t forget to follow us on facebook

We can provide:
•  Honest, reliable and affordable 
 Domestic cleaning
• All our maids and footmen are      
 professional
•  We guarantee satisfaction 100%
•  We are fully insured
• All odd jobs around the home inside  
 and out undertaken
• DIY, Decorating, etc

•  Weekly/Fortnightly/Monthly Cleans
•  Spring Cleans
•  One-Off Cleans
•  Of�ce Cleans
•  End of Tenancy Cleans
•  Companionship
•  Errand running

Maid Brigade Advert A5.pdf   1   03/03/2021   15:14
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useful services

Are you looking for an outdoor space 
you can enjoy all year round?

info@ra-gardenlandscapes.co.uk
07411 619 228  -  0121 537 7273
www.ra-gardenlandscapes.co.uk

Award winning design and build landscaping company

R &  A Garden Landscapes 

Let us create your dream garden. Whether you require a complete garden 
re-design and build project or wish to improve an area of your garden, 
we can come up with a solution for making your visions a reality.

• Patios & Paving
• Brickwork
• Decking
• Traditional & Artificial Turf

• Driveway Surfaces
• Water Features & Ponds
• Design Studio



useful services
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FREE 
No Obligation Quote 

10 year Manufacturer Warranty

Tel: 01527 850295 • Mobile: 07712 327889
stuart@stusloftladders.co.uk • www.stusloftladders.co.uk

Installing Loft Ladders Since 2008

We also install loft fl ooring and boarding

All types of loft ladders 
professionally installed.
Top quality 3 section aluminium 
loft ladder professionally fi tted with 
pivot arm, hand rail, wide fl at treads 
for comfort and rubber feet. Loft 
hatch included.

Areas that we cover?
• Redditch • Solihull • Stratford-Upon-Avon
• Worcester • Warwick • Birmingham • Evesham

ORDER BY PHONE 01564 829 736 pinksflowers.co.uk

PINKS FLORIST AT BECKETTS FARM 

FRESH FLOWERS GUARANTEED

ANNIVERSARY

WEDDING SYMPATHY JUST BECAUSE

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS



Book Online at www.oaktreemortgages.com 
helen@oaktreemortgages.com 

01564 829 787
 
Issued by The Oak Tree Mortgages Partnership LLP T/A Oak Tree Mortgages, 
321 Alcester Road, Hollywood, Birmingham B47 SHJ 

The Oak Tree Mortgages Partnership LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership. 
Oak Tree Mortgages are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate some aspects of buy to let mortgages. 
There may be a fee for mortgage advice. The precise amount will depend upon your circumstances, 
but we estimate this to be between £0 - £349 

Meet your local
Mortgage Advisor.

HELEN TAYLOR
Mortgage & Protection Advisor

I’ve been securing mortgages 
for my customers for over 22 years 
and can help with any mortgage 
advice and requirements you 
may need. 

The team at Oak Tree Mortgages and 
I offer a very hands-on and personal 
service with practical and honest 
advice. No mortgage requirements are 
too complicated for us – we can advise 
on mortgages for shift workers and the 
self-employed, mortgages for second 
homes, re-mortgaging for home 
improvements… or just a simple and 
straightforward mortgage! 

For residential mortgages, we don’t 
charge a broker fee unless the loan 
amount is below £100,000. We don't 
have ties to any specific lenders so you 
can be assured of the most suitable 
advice for your needs.

• First time mortgages
• Buy to let mortgages
• Advice on re-mortgaging
• Mortgages for home movers

Please get in touch with 
me for a free consultation 
to discuss your mortgage 
requirements.

YOUR HOME OR PROPERTY MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 
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Open Monday to Friday 8.00 - 4.30 & Saturday 9.00 - 3.00 | Closed Sunday
Silver St. Wythall B47 6LZ Tel: 01564 826893 wythalllandscapecentre.co.uk 

                 Suppliers of quality landscaping materials

                      Come and view our superior displays

                     We can supply everything you need to 

                        create a stunning garden makeover

Open to 
trade and 

public

Delivery 
service 

available
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useful info

W ith libraries shortening their hours 
and even closing in some areas, 
it’s time to make use of these 

wonderful institutions. 
Here are 5 reasons why.

Save money! Book 
lending is free. You can 
read today’s newspaper, 
or the latest magazine. 
Just watch out for the fines 
if you return items late...

Community Libraries are 
great community centres. They hold parent 
and toddler groups, knitting groups, senior 
citizen coffee mornings and local councillor 
surgeries. Have a look at what your local library 
does and meet new people or learn new skills!

The Internet Most libraries provide free 
internet access for members, although you 

may need to book in advance. This gives you 
the chance to shop, email, work or just mooch 
about on social networks if you don’t have 

the internet at home.
Education Libraries 

are brilliant for academic 
research. They have 
everything you need in 
one place. And if your 
local library doesn’t 
have what you need, 
they can order it in for 

you. Increasingly, your library membership 
gives you free access to thousands of 
online articles and journals too.

Finally The books! Books are expensive. 
At a library you have access to your favourite 
author’s complete works at no cost! It’s 
also a great way to try before you buy!

Use It or Lose It! Visit your local library
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Adele’s Foot Care 
Solutions

Qualified Foot Health 
Professional & Reflexologist

A WIDE RANGE OF FOOT 
TREATMENTS AVAILABLE 

Home visits and also offering 
Reflexology Sessions in a Relaxing 

Therapeutic Treatment Room 

Adele Smith 
MAFHP MCFHP MGHT

Tel: 01564 822926 
07802 987072

Carl Bishton
Carpenter & Joiner
All aspects of bespoke 
joinery supplied and fitted

All interior and 
exterior carpentry

Please call me to arrange
a quotation
Tel: 01564 822811
Mobile: 07810 373899
Email: c-bishton@sky.com

• Doors
• Window Frames
• Staircases
•  Cabinets, Bookcases 
 and much more

• Skirting, Architrave
• Loft Hatches
• Door Fitting
• Fitted Wardrobes
•  Complete kitchen supply &
 fitting service available
• Decking & garden buildings
 designed and fitted

	

answers on page 38
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Leading UK Brands At Low Prices! 
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T 01564 898118 
www.hollywoodbeds.co.uk 

Hollywood Beds Limited, Unit 2b, Alcester Rd, Wythall B47 6AJ 

EEXXPPEERRTT  
AADDVVIICCEE  

LARGE SHOWROOM LOCATED AT BECKETTS FARM, WYTHALL 
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» 5 year guarantee
» No upfront payment
» 100% satisfaction
» Competitive rates

» Outstanding workmanship

LAYING DRIVES & PATIOS SINCE 1979

If you’d like a quote for your 
new driveway or patio please 

get in touch with us on 

www.drives4u.co.uk

07773 911552 / 0333 271 8213

Gutter Sucka
THE LADDERLESS CAMERA 

GUTTER CLEANING SERVICE

www.guttersucka.co.uk

With Gutter Sucka, gutter 
clearance can now be 
achieved from the ground. 
With its carbon fibre poles, 
access is gained with ease and 
provides a cost effective solution 
to gutter clearence.
• Full Gutter Cleaning Service
• Fascia & Soffit Cleaning
• Conservatory Roof Cleaning
• Window Cleaning
• Commercial & Domestic
• Free Quotes & Advice

M: 07975 536 358
T: 0121 603 0682



• All hedge work 
• All waste removed

•  All work guaranteed to the 
highest industry standards 

• Fully insured 
•  Free advice and quotations 
• NTPC Qualified Workforce

All aspects of arboriculture 
work undertaken. 

Pruning, thinning, reshaping, 
crown lift, reductions, 
removals and stump removal.

Freephone: 03335 775733
Mobile: 07786 527 729

Email: info@solihulltreecare.com    www.solihulltreecare.com

Professional 
Arboricultural
Services

COVID-19 UPDATE: 
We are still working – safely and in line with Government 

guidelines regarding social distancing

STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1STR-FP advert-covid.indd   1 4/08/20   10:35 AM4/08/20   10:35 AM

SecureSt  reH  me

0121 663 6277 | 07368 508936 
www.homesecurestore.co.uk

1835 Pershore Road, Cotteridge, Birmingham, B30 3DJ

Call for a free quote or advice

• Approved suppliers of Ultion and Apecs 3 
Star anti snap locks

• Repair/Supply and fi t of windows and 
doors – Certass Approved

• Misted Glass replacement

• Repair/Supply and fi t of all types of 
Garage doors

• Key cutting including high security

We are 
a local 
business 
supporting 
Wythall & 
Hollywood.

1835 Pershore Road, Cotteridge, Birmingham, B30 3DJ

high security

2 4  H O U R  L O C K S M I T H  S E R V I C E S

Home-Secure-Store-Directory-Ad-22.indd   1Home-Secure-Store-Directory-Ad-22.indd   1 27/04/2022   15:2627/04/2022   15:26
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Contact Us

WoodrushCommunityHub

  01564 820 099 www.woodrushcommunityhub.co.uk   

info@woodrushsportscentre.co.uk

Sign up today with NO JOINING FEE. 
12 month membership £21 per month 

Monthly rolling £26 per month 
Off-peak (10am-3pm) £18.50 per month

*NO JOINING FEE!*

Follow us on Instagram: @rushactivegym

TRY OUR FITNESS CLASSES
All classes included in your membership!

BOOTCAMP
PILATES 

SPIN 
BODYPUMP 

YOGA 
BODYBALANCE

HIIT 
AND MORE! 

WOODRUSH HUB

RUSH ACTIVE GYM



WOODRUSH HUB

Contact Us

WoodrushCommunityHub

  01564 820 099 www.woodrushcommunityhub.co.uk   

info@woodrushsportscentre.co.uk

BOOK NOW
Saturday and Sunday Time Slots Available

FACILITY HIRE

CHILDRENS BIRTHDAY PARTIES

INFLATABLES     SPORTS     SOFT PLAY 
COLD FOOD OPTION AVAILABLE: INC. SANDWICH, CRISPS, 2 SNACKS AND A DRINK 

PLEASE ENQUIRE FOR PRICES 

HIRE OUR SPORTS FACILITIES TODAY!
ASTRO TURF     BADMINTON     INDOOR FOOTBALL     AND MORE!
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competition time
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competition time
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Win 4 tickets  
to the 

Shirley Weekender in Shirley Park    
on 19th June 2022

COMPETITION   

Enjoy a selection of award-winning street food, a range 
of bars from gin and prosecco to craft beer, children’s 

entertainment, live music, and resident DJ’s. 

 

For your chance to win just sign up to our monthly 
e-newsletter on our website by 25th May 2022*:

www.wythalldirectory.com

Our e-newsletter contains local event information, 
competitions, and special offers.

Like us on Facebook to make sure you don’t miss 
out on other local competitions and offers. 

*The winner will be drawn at random and notified on  
26 May 2022. To qualify you must be a resident of Solihull.
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View work pictures on Facebook 
Andy B Installations

• New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Minor Repairs • Fascias and Guttering 
• Insurance Work • Moss Removal • Rebedding of Ridge Tiles • Chimneys 

• Valleys • All Guttering Cleaned and serviced from £39.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based in 
Solihull, West Midlands with many years experience. Deluxe Roofing 

Ltd is a professional, reliable roofing company with 
unrivalled expertise in the industry.

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61
MIDLANDS BRANCH
UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND
(MIDLANDS BRANCH), COVENTRY, SHIRLEY

25
% 

DISC
OU

NT 

WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK

DENNIS
PLUMBING & HEATING

• Boiler and full central heating 
installations, including LPG.

• All boiler makes installed, Worcester, 
Vaillant, Veissmann, Glowworm. 

• 10 years warranty available 
on some boilers.

• Breakdowns and service on 
boilers, fires and cookers.
• Power flushing service

Fully insured, Competitive Prices

Tel: Hollywood 0121 247 1363
Mobile: 07903 715 360

www.dennisplumbingandheating.co.uk
No.526189
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WE ARE A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

Dark Lane
Motors Ltd

01564 824433
For a free quotation,

phone Paul Axisa (proprietor)

Unit 4, Houndsfield Industrial Estate
Houndsfield Lane, Wythall, Birmingham B47 5QR

Free  Local Pick up and delivery, 
prompt efficient service 

at competitive rates.

✔ Servicing & Repairs
✔ MOT’s & Repairs
✔ Clutches & Brakes
✔ Engine Diagnostics
✔ Body Repairs 
    & Bumper Scuffs

ESTABLISHED IN 2000

Dark Lane Motors-oct2021.pdf   1   26/10/21   11:58 AM

creating beautiful storage solutions

�tted wardrobes • home o�ce • bespoke furniture

•  Contemporary or traditional.
• Hinges or sliding.
• All made to measure.
• Sloping ceilings and awkward  
 shaped rooms.

• Quality furniture �tted to the  
 highest standard for over 
 25 years.

Hollywood Bedrooms

Call Neil
07861 64 50 54

www. hollywoodbedrooms.co.uk





ALLOY WHEEL REFURBISHMENT

AP Alloys.indd   1AP Alloys.indd   1 21/01/22   4:34 PM21/01/22   4:34 PM



28  Mention the Wythall Directory when responding to advertisements

useful info

Unless you’ve been living as a hermit it 
can’t have escaped your notice that 
a significant event takes place this 

month. That’s right…we all have an extra 
day’s holiday to look forward to. Oh, and Her 
Majesty celebrates her Platinum Jubilee

Jubilees have always been significant events 
in the history of our country. Even as I type the 
shop shelves are groaning under the weight of 
commemorative mugs, and TV adverts exhort 
us to send off for decorative coins. I’d always 
assumed that Royal souvenirs were a relatively 
modern invention, but in fact they have 
been a popular way of marking royal jubilees 
and weddings for the last three centuries.

The earliest known English commemorative 
items date from the Restoration of Charles II, 
in 1660. They must have been a hit because 
more followed for his Coronation in 1661 
and wedding in 1662! At first such items were 
purchased only by the wealthy, but as new 
manufacturing methods developed the 
ordinary general public was able to buy a 
little piece of Royal history too. What they 
bought hasn’t changed a great deal over the 
years: the most popular items are and have 
always been coins, stamps and ceramics, 
especially mugs. Oh us Brits do love a Royal 
mug. Maybe it’s related to our love of tea!

Special issue coins were first used to mark the 
Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria in 1887. The 
majority of jubilee coins are issued in ‘crown’ 
size. This has nothing to do with a royal crown 
but is in fact the size of an old crown coin, which 
was equal in value to 5 shillings. The reason 
for this is that the large size of the coin allows 
for more detail. These special coins are not 
intended for general use and are almost always 
collected in uncirculated mint condition. 

The first stamps associated with a Royal 

event were those issued in 1887, the year of 
Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee. Interestingly 
they were not intended as commemorative 
issues and were never released as a set. 
Specific Jubilee sets of stamps were first 
issued in 1935 for George V’s Jubilee.  

Ceramics have always been popular Royal 
souvenirs. Commemorative jugs, vases, mugs, 
and plates survive in significant numbers 
from the reign of George III onwards. 

But it seems the imaginations of the souvenir 
producers know no limits. Everything from 
wallpaper to underwear has been given 
some sort of a Royal twist in times past. 

Because most souvenirs are now mass 
produced they have little commercial value 
long term, but they’re fun and colourful, and a 
nice little piece of history. I still have the Silver 
Jubilee coin I was given at primary school.

The Platinum Jubilee
It’s a mug’s game!



Finesse Windows are proud to have installed quality UPVC Windows, 
Doors and Conservatories for customers locally for 40 years. Every Finesse 
Windows installation is designed, manufactured and fitted with care.

WINDOWS

DOORS

CONSERVATORIES

ORANGERIES

FASCIAS & SOFFITS

GARAGE DOORS

Call: 0121 514 5270
www.finesse-windows.co.uk
Open weekdays 8am-5pm and Saturdays 10am-4pm  
39 Melchett Rd, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B30 3HP

Windows  |  Doors  |  Conservatories  |  Orangeries  |   Fascias & Soffits  |  Garage Doors

"BEST OF THE BEST..."
WHICH?
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Award Winning Landscaper
Free Quota�ons

Top Quality Workmanship

Re-Designs / Make overs 

Fully Licenced & Insured

Only 1 Job Installed 
at a Time

We will work along side you, to create an attractive solution for your outdoor space.

www.turnerlandscapesrkc.co.uk        hello@turnerlandscapesrkc.co.uk

07833 215 412 Find us on

Mark O’Sullivan
HOLLYWOOD CHIROPODY 

PODIATRIST

Hollywood Medical Practice
Beaudesert Rd, Hollywood, Birmingham, B47 5DP

For clinics and Home Visits call:  

07824506839
mark@hollywoodchiropody.co.uk 
www.hollywoodchiropody.co.uk

Hollywood Chiropody 1/2 page.indd   1 30/10/2019   12:58
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Now only 

£895* £895* £895
for a fully 
fi tted electric 
garage door.
WAS £1,354 INCLUDING VAT.

Garolla garage doors are expertly 
made to measure in our own UK 

factories, they’re strong and solidly 
built. The electric Garolla door rolls 
up vertically, taking up only 8 inches 

inside your garage, maximising 
valuable space. Our experienced 

installers will fi t your new door and 
they’ll take away the old one too, 

so there’s no mess.

Give us a call today and we’ll come 
and measure up FREE of charge.

*O	 er valid for openings up to 2.6m wide & including 2 remote controls, 55mm white slats, internal manual override.

CALL US TODAY ON:

 01564 340 046
MOBILE:

07537 149 128

01527 831700
66 Birmingham Road, 

Bromsgrove.
B61 0DD 

01564 822001
100 Alcester Road,

Wythall. 
B47 5HA

01527 547777
Birchfield House,

494 Evesham Road, Redditch. 
B97 5JF

0121 445 3422
12A Red Lion Street,

Alvechurch. 
B48 7LF

An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors

THOMAS BROTHERS
A family owned Funeral Directors, we provide a friendly, 

dignified service paying special attention to detail.

www.thomasbrothers.co.uk
A family concern
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Ingredients
800g carrots
2 large potatoes
1 large onion
600g sweet potatoes
5 medium free-range eggs
200g feta, crumbled
6 tbsp wholemeal flour
25g fresh coriander, chopped
2 tbsp cumin seeds
300ml vegetable oil
Green salad, lime wedges 
and yogurt to serve

Method
Peel and grate the carrots, 
potatoes, onion, and sweet 
potatoes. Place them into 
a colander or a large sieve 
over the sink with a big 
pinch of salt, and leave 
to drain for 30 minutes.
Take a large bowl and in 
it combine the eggs, feta 
cheese, flour, coriander, 
and cumin seeds. Beat with 
a fork until well mixed.
Squeeze as much liquid 
from the grated veg as you 
can, pressing down hard into 

the colander or sieve for 1-2 
minutes, then add the grated 
veg to the egg mixture. Stir 
to combine well and season 
generously. Heat the oven 
to 150C/fan130C/gas 2.
Heat the oil in a wok or deep 
saucepan to 180°C, or until 
a cube of bread sizzles. Put 
dollops of the mix into a slotted 
spoon and lower into the hot 
oil. Cook 2-3 at a time: fry for 
1-2 minutes, then turn the fritters 
over and repeat until golden. 
Put on a plate and keep 
warm in an oven set to low.

Serves: 4
Preparation time:  30 minutes, plus draining time

Carrot Sweet Potato and Feta FrittersCarrot Sweet Potato and Feta Fritters
A tasty snack or a light vegetarian mealA tasty snack or a light vegetarian meal
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a good read
reviews By Willow Coby

The Last Thing He Told Me
by Laura Dave  
Before Owen Michaels 
disappears, he manages to 
smuggle a note to Hannah, his 
wife of one year: Protect her.
Hannah while understandably 
scared and confused knows 
exactly who the note refers 
to. It’s Owen’s sixteen-year-old 
daughter Bailey, who lost her 
mother when she was very 
young and wants absolutely nothing to do with 
her new stepmother. As the FBI arrest Owen’s boss 
and US Marshals arrive her home, Hannah realizes 
her husband may not be who he said he was.
If you love a mystery but crave a reprieve 
from the usual bloody murder and maverick 
detective scenario, Laura Dave’s novel 
about a man living a lie and his wife and 
daughter desperately trying to find out who 
he really is, might be the perfect solution.
The mystery of Owen’s past is certainly intriguing, but 
the strength of this book really lies in the characters. 
This is not a book about Hannah’s relationship with 
Owen, but about her evolving relationship with 
Bailey. The mother and stepdaughter are forced 
to set out to discover what it is Owen was hiding, 
and quickly realise that it goes way beyond the 
financial fraud his company is accused of.  As the 
tension builds, they don’t know who to believe or 
who they can trust, so they’re forced to depend 
on each other. In the end, the story deals with 
what it means to be a mother, protecting a 
child, and the child coming to terms with her 
world being turned upside down for the second 
time in her young life. Anyone who has taken on 
the role of stepmother will probably identify with 
Hannah and Bailey’s relationship on many levels.
This isn’t a fast-paced novel, but it moves along 
nicely. It’s told in the present using flashbacks to 
Hannah’s marriage to Owen. Hannah is a strong 

character, resilient and compassionate with 
authentic emotions. She’s also immensely practical 
and is not afraid to take matters into her own hands. 
There are numerous twists and turns, that take them 
from their home in California to Austin Texas, and 
the truth when it comes is shockingly unexpected. 

The Suitcase Kid
by Jacqueline Wilson with Nick Sharratt (Illustrations)

Ten-year-old Andrea, 
known as Andy, is an only 
child who has always lived 
at Mulberry Cottage with 
her mum and dad.
But when they split up, Andy 
has to say goodbye to her 
childhood home. She’s 
pushed from pillar to post 
by her mum and dad as 
they struggle to work out a 
suitable visitation arrangement. She spends one 
week at her mum’s and one week at her dad’s. 
Suddenly she’s coping with the divorce, two new 
homes, and two new mis-matched families with 
stepbrothers and stepsisters, not all of whom are 
nice! She now has five siblings and nowhere to call 
home. No wonder Andy struggles to feel part of 
either family and craves her old home and life.
Jacqueline Wilson is a consummate storyteller, with 
a real understanding of a child’s inner world. She 
tells the story poignantly, using Andy as the narrator, 
confiding her inner most thoughts and fears to the 
reader in language they can relate to. Can Andy 
overcome her feelings of not belonging, find new 
friends, family allies and a sense of belonging?
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ad index

Beds / bedrooms
16 	 Hollywood Beds 	 01564 898118
25 	 Hollywood Bedrooms 	 07861 645054

Builders’ Merchants 
34 	 EH Smith 	 0121 713 7100

Car Services 
25 	 Dark Lane Motors 	 01564 824433
27 	 AP Alloys 	 07972 852758
30 	 Chips Away 	 07479 250200 

Carpenter 
15 	 Carl Bishton 	 07810 373899
24	 Andy B Installations 	 07941 396749

Carpets & Flooring  
22 	 Hoods 	 0121 430 5289

Cleaning 
9 	 The Maid Brigade 	 07855 435073
17 	 Gutter Sucka 	 0121 603 0682

Digital services 
17 	 Paul Kallu 	 07875 475554

Doors and windows 
29 	 Finesse Windows 	 0121 514 5270
33 	 Garolla 	 01564 340 046

Estate Agents 
1 & 2 Melvyn Danes  	 01564 826555
39 & 40 smarthomes 	 0121 744 4144

Events 
7 	 Solihull Summer Fest 	 0121 472 6688

Florists 
11 	 Pinks 	 01564 829736

Funeral Directors
33 	 Thomas Brothers 	 01564 822001

Gardens and Drives  
10	 R&A Landscapes 	 07411 619228 
13 	 Wythall Landscape 
	 Centre 	 01564 826893 
17 	 Gutter Sucka 	 0121 603 0682
17 	 Drives 4 U 	 0800 303 2559
19 	 Solihull Tree Care 	 0121 604 6809
26	 Projects 	 07961 358367
31 	 Turner Landscapes 	 07833 215412
36	 Central Drives 
	 & Landscapes 	 0121 702 1456

Health & Beauty 
15 	 Adele’s Foot Care 	 07802 987072
15 	 Denture Clinic 
	 Birmingham 	 0121 777 5528
31 	 Mark O’Sullivan 
	 Chiropody 	 07824 506839 

Heating 
8	 Grant John	 07974 226558 

Locksmiths 
17 	 Lock Surgeon 	 0751 6454 999
18 	 Lockfit 	 07368 508936

Lofts 
11	 Stu’s Loft Ladders	 07712 327889

Mortgages 
12 	 Oaktree Mortgages 	 01564 829787

Plumbing 
30 	 James Long 	 07972 214981

Restaurants 
3	 Monsoon 	 01564 829200
5 	 Hollywood Golf Club 	 0121 430 8544

Roofing 
24 	 Deluxe Roofing 	 0800 747 1461

Sports 
20-21 Woodrush Hub 	 01564 820099

Storage and wardrobes 
25 	 Hollywood Bedrooms 	 07861 645054

Tuition 
14 	 Jo Harvey 	 07794 380725 

Vehicle Graphics 
10 	 Baker Ward 	 01564 822465

Website & Graphic Design 
32 	 Hot Lobster Design Ltd	 0121 369 1977

mindbenders
from page 15

Health
NHS non-emergency 		 111
Wychall Lane Surgery		 0121 628 2345
Hollywood Medical Practice		 01564 822642
Hollyoaks Medical Centre		 01564 823182

Council 
Bromsgrove District Council  
(main switchboard)  		 01527 881288
Bromsgrove District Council  
(emergency out of hours) 		 01527 871565

Utilities
Electricity power cut 		 105
Gas leak 		 0800 111 9999
Severn Trent Water  
(main switchboard)		 024 7771 5000
Severn Trent Water (emergencies)	 0800 783 4444

Travel 
National Rail Enquiries 		 03457 48 49 50
First Bus Worcestershire 		 0345 646 0707

local police contact
for wythall & hollywood
Telephone: 101

WYTHALL PARISH COUNCIL	
01564 823149 

WYTHALL COMMUNITY  
ASSOCIATION	
01564 823 281 
office@wythall-park.org.uk
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 Tel: 0121 744 4144 opt 2

Call for more information

or email: shirley@smart-homes.co.uk

smarthomes sales
316 Stratford Road, Shirley,  

West Midlands B90 3DN

smarthomes
LETTINGS

Experience our award winning  
customer service with your local 
property professional Louise Lane.

sales • new homes • land • commercial • mortgages • auction

• Semi-detached
• Countryside Views
• Four Bedrooms

• Ensuite Shower Room
• Conservatory
• Utility Room

• Brand New Bungalow
• Detached
• Energy Rating B

• Two double bedrooms
• Luxury Bathroom
• Ensuite Shower Room

• Countryside Views
• Modern Bathroom & Ensuite
• Dining Kitchen

• Garden Office/Bar
• Garage
• Four Bedrooms

• Brand New Home
• Detached
• Three Bedrooms

• Modern Kitchen
• Guest W.C
• No Chain

Wythwood Grove, Hollywood £370,000

Forest Way, Hollywood £350,000

Burnham Road, Wythall £425,000

Shawhurst Lane, Hollywood £330,000
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Elegant.  
Luxurious.  
Exclusive.   

Unique. 

To view our collection
portfolio-collection.smart-homes.co.uk

Bespoke, targeted and innovative  
marketing for your property


