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HOLLYWOOD PHARMACY
Unbeatable Fragrance Prices

PRADA PARADOXE

90ml EDPS REFILLABLE 
SAVE: £35.05

RRP: £135.00

£99.95

30ml EDPS REFILLABLE 
SAVE: £9.05
RRP: £69.00

£59.95

ALIEN MARC JACOBS DAISY WILD

90ml EDPS REFILLABLE 
SAVE: £34.05

RRP: £134.00

£99.95

30ml EDPS REFILLABLE 
SAVE: £10.05

RRP: £70.00

£59.95

JEAN PAUL GAULTIER 
LE MALE 75ML 3PC GIFT SET

SAVE: £23.86
VALUE: £78.81

£54.95

MONT BLANC EXPLORER

100ml EDPS 
SAVE: £27.05

RRP: £82.00

£54.95

30ml EDPS 
SAVE: £13.05

RRP: £38.00

£24.95

BOSS BOTTLED

50ml EDTS 
SAVE: £19.05

RRP: £59.00

£39.95

30ml EDTS 
SAVE: £17.05

RRP: £47.00

£29.95

JIMMY CHOO

100ml EDPS 
SAVE: £49.00

RRP: £94.00

£45.00

40ml EDPS 
SAVE: £42.05

RRP: £68.00

£25.95

 /hollywoodpharmacy     /hollywoodpharmacy     /hollywoodPharm1
 Hollywood Pharmacy | 59 May Lane | Hollywood | Birmingham | B47 5PA

• 75ml EDTS • 75ml Shower Gel

100ml EDPS
SAVE: £25.05
RRP: £115.00

30ml EDPS
SAVE: £10.05
RRP: £60.00

£49.95

£89.95



OFFER:

MONDAY & 
TUESDAY 

ANY STARTER
ANY MAIN DISH*

ANY NAN OR RICE
& COFFEE**

E A T  .  D R I N K  .  R E L A X

£16.00PP
*(Fish, Lamb Shank

& King Prawns

£4 extra per dish)

** (Plain Coffee)

YEARS
2003-2023

MONSOON



Hollywood Golf Club 
Hollywood Lane, Birmingham B47 5PP 

FREE Function Room Hire 
Have you got an event you want 

to celebrate in 2025? 
Book Now – no deposit required 

Catering buffets from 
£9.50 pp 

                           
 

This may be just the 
venue you are looking for! 

Exclusive private hire room perfect for your event. Capacity up to 
120 with the option to reduce size for a more intimate space.  Dance 
floor, private licensed bar, on site catering, patio area with beautiful 

views across the course & private secure parking.  Meeting room 
hire is also available.   Call Debbie 0121 430 8544 Option 1   for full 

details and availability. 
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2003-2023

MONSOON
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

By the time this arrives Christmas will only 
be about 6 weeks away! Check out page 
6 to see what local events are coming 
up to get you in the festive mood. 

You’ve just about got time to make any last-minute 
changes to your home in time for Christmas so 
remember to support local businesses as they 
really value their customers – we have a great 
collection of local tradespeople and businesses 
who are local and are looking for your custom. 
Here’s hoping the pre-Christmas build up isn’t too 
hectic and that you find the time to relax, maybe 
over a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie!  

 

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.wythalldirectory.com

Festive mood?
Welcome to the November edition

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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FREE LISTING TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS
All Solihull businesses, or those who work in the area, can claim a 
free online listing
Visit www.hellosolihull.co.uk/add-a-listing/
Add your details, choose an 
upgrade option if you wish, 
and we’ll publish your details. 

It’s that simple!

www.hellosolihull.co.uk 
hello@hellosolihull.co.uk 

07557 220585 
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local events

Christmas Fair   
30 November 10am - 1pm, 

Knowle Village Hall    

Come and browse amongst 

a lovely selection of Christmas 

gifts and cards, Christmas 

wreaths for the door, books, 

Bric -a Brac, competitions and 

lots more, including the Grand 

Christmas Raffle! Refreshments 

will be available. All proceeds 

to the Hall refurbishment fund. 

Whitney Houston 
Tribute Night            
14 December, Knowle British 
Legion                 
Immerse yourself in an  
evening filled with the  
timeless hits and unforgettable 
melodies that made Whitney 
Houston a legend.  
Tickets from www.
tributenightpromotions.co.uk

Could it be 
Magic?                       
29 November, The Lake at 
Barston     
Fantastic 4 piece boyband 
performing all of Take That’s 
biggest and best tracks from 
the early days to now. Now 
with second set dedicated to 
Boybands, Backstreet Boys, 

Westlife, Boyzone, 5ive, Blue, 

One Direction & The Wanted 

and a bit of anything goes to 

get you up on the dancefloor. 

Ticket price is £40 per person, 

or £35 in the Annexe, which 

includes a 3 course Dinner, 

Entertainment and late bar. 

Call 01675 444890 to book. 

 

QE2 – The very 
best of QUEEN            
7 December, Land Rover 
Sports & Social Club 
QE2 - The Very Best of Queen 

have been performing at 

some of the best known 

venues, festivals and 

arenas across the UK and 

Internationally for over 25 

years. Their aim is to recreate 

the Live Magic that Queen 

provided during their live 

career. Queen formed in 1970 

and were active up until 1991. 

Buy tickets online from www.

landroversc.co.uk.  

The Greatest 
Showman Tribute           
31 December, Shirley  
British Legion          
Join in for a spectacular 

New Year’s Eve celebration 

at Shirley British Legion. Get 

ready to ring in the new year 

with a night filled with music, 

dancing, and memories 

with The Greatest Showman 

Tribute! Tickets from www.

tributenightpromotions.co.uk

community events
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GET THE MOST OUT OF SOLIHULL
Looking for ideas on where to eat?
Want to know where to shop for menswear / jewellery / furniture…?
In search of a plumber / accountant / builder / solicitor…?

Visit www.hellosolihull.co.uk for 
a comprehensive list of shops, 
restaurants, hotels and 
businesses in Solihull.

www.hellosolihull.co.uk 
hello@hellosolihull.co.uk 

07557 220585 

Mark O’Sullivan
HOLLYWOOD CHIROPODY 

PODIATRIST

Hollywood Medical Practice
Beaudesert Rd, Hollywood, Birmingham, B47 5DP

For clinics and Home Visits call:  

07824506839
mark@hollywoodchiropody.co.uk 
www.hollywoodchiropody.co.uk

Hollywood Chiropody 1/2 page.indd   1 30/10/2019   12:58



Bicycle REPAIRS, SERVICING & UPGRADES 

FRIENDLY AND HELPFUL, PERSONAL SERVICE

COMMERCIAL FLEET SERVICING & RIDE SUPPORT 

OUT OF HOURS COLLECTION & ON-SITE REPAIRS 

PARTS SUPPLIED & FITTED

ADVICE & TUITION

SCAN Below TO BOOK 
YOUR SERVICE / REPAIR 

Bike Man Dan's pick up and collection
service is the best. It fits in perfectly

with my busy home and work life. On
top of that, the work done is always
top notch, my bike comes back so

clean! The team go above and
beyond to be helpful and honest. The

digital booking system, triage
reporting and the easy payment
system make having your bike

serviced stress free. I can't
recommend Dan and team highly

enough.
 GOOGLE REVIEW, Esther B.

CONTACT US: 01564 660652 | 07817 925 929 | BIKEMANDAN.CO.UK |

VISIT OUR WORKSHOP AT UMBERSLADE ESTATE, BUTTS LANE, TANWORTH-IN-ARDEN, B94 5AE

1
Scan the qr code or go to
www.bikemandan.co.uk to
arrange a convenient time
for your service/ repair.

Drop by our workshop
or arrange an out of

hours collection.

2

3

WINTER DISCOUNT!
Book any service Oct-Feb
and get 10% off labour !

We’ll assess your
bike and send you a
report outlining all
work or parts that
we recommend.

Once you’ve
approved your
report we’ll start
work on your
bike.

5 We’ll contact you for online
payment as soon as its road
tested and ready to ride off on
your next adventure!

4

 GOOGLE REVIEW: David. D

“Had a couple of bikes serviced and repaired by Dan.
The bikes come back as good as new. He’s a great

guy, honest and fair, always on time, great collection
and return service. Highly recommended.”
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• New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Minor Repairs • Fascias and Guttering 
• Insurance Work • Moss Removal • Rebedding of Ridge Tiles • Chimneys 

• Valleys • All Guttering Cleaned and Repaired from £49.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based 
in Solihull, West Midlands with many years experience. 

Deluxe Roofing Ltd is a professional, reliable roofing 
company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61
MIDLANDS BRANCH
UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK

Bicycle REPAIRS, SERVICING & UPGRADES 

FRIENDLY AND HELPFUL, PERSONAL SERVICE

COMMERCIAL FLEET SERVICING & RIDE SUPPORT 

OUT OF HOURS COLLECTION & ON-SITE REPAIRS 

PARTS SUPPLIED & FITTED

ADVICE & TUITION
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“Had a couple of bikes serviced and repaired by Dan.
The bikes come back as good as new. He’s a great

guy, honest and fair, always on time, great collection
and return service. Highly recommended.”

Have you ever looked 
at all the different 
varieties of rice on 

the supermarket shelves 
and wondered what the 
differences are between them? 
Understanding the distinct 
types of rice and their uses 
can enhance your cooking.

Basmati Rice is a long-grain 
variety known for its fragrant 
aroma and delicate texture. 
Predominantly used in Indian 
and Middle Eastern dishes, it’s 
perfect for pilafs, biryanis, and 
as a side to curries. Basmati 
stays fluffy when cooked, 
making it ideal for dishes 
that need distinct grains.

Jasmine Rice is another 
aromatic long-grain rice, 
popular in Thai and Southeast 
Asian cuisine. Its slightly sticky 
texture and floral scent make it 
a great accompaniment to stir-
fries, grilled meats, and curries.

Arborio Rice, a short-
grain variety, is known for 
its creamy consistency. Its 
high starch content makes it 
perfect for dishes like risotto 
and rice pudding, where a 
soft, rich texture is desired.

Sushi Rice, also short-grain, 
is sticky and slightly sweet, ideal 
for sushi rolls and Japanese 
rice bowls. It clumps together 
well, making it easy to shape.

Brown Rice retains its 
bran layer, giving it a chewy 
texture and nutty flavour. 
It’s more nutritious than 
white rice, making it a great 
choice for healthy grain 
bowls, salads, and stir-fries.

Wild Rice, though not 
technically a rice, adds 
a chewy, nutty flavour 
to salads and soups. Its 
distinct texture pairs well 
with roasted vegetables or 
as a side to hearty mains.

The Right Rice
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FREE 
No Obligation Quote 

10 year Manufacturer Warranty

Tel: 01527 850295 • Mobile: 07712 327889
stuart@stusloftladders.co.uk • www.stusloftladders.co.uk

Installing Loft Ladders Since 2008

We also install loft fl ooring and boarding

All types of loft ladders 
professionally installed.
Top quality 3 section aluminium 
loft ladder professionally fi tted with 
pivot arm, hand rail, wide fl at treads 
for comfort and rubber feet. Loft 
hatch included.

Areas that we cover?
• Redditch • Solihull • Stratford-Upon-Avon
• Worcester • Warwick • Birmingham • Evesham
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cluescrossword

answer on page 18

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

answer on page 18
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book reviews

a good read By Natasha Donovan

A Spot of Bother 
by Mark Haddon
A Spot of Bother is a 
darkly humorous and 
poignant exploration of a 
family unravelling under 
the weight of its own 
dysfunctions. The central 
character, George Hall, 
is a retired man in his 
late fifties who becomes 
obsessively convinced 
that a lesion on his hip is cancerous, leading to 
a gradual mental breakdown. While this sounds 
a depressing premise for a story, Haddon’s deft 
handling of the anxieties of middle age and 
the fragile nature of mental health, ensures 
that the reader is able to smile, wince, cheer 
along and empathise with everyone involved.
The narrative weaves together the perspectives 
of George’s immediate family, each dealing 
with their own crisis, as is often the way of 
families. His wife, Jean, is having an affair, while 
their daughter, Katie, is preparing for a second 
marriage to a man that no one in the family 
likes. Their son, Jamie, is struggling both with 
his identity and his and his own relationships. 
Each of them is so wrapped up in their own 
little world that they fail to notice that George, 
who is like an extra in the film of their own 
lives, is falling apart in front of them. The blend 
of dry wit and deep empathy, keeps all the 
relationships authentic and relatable and there 
are moments when the reader, no matter 
which generation they belong to will recognise 
themselves and their own family relationships.
Haddon’s prose is sharp, and his ability to 
balance humour with moments of genuine 
emotional depth is impressive. A Spot of Bother 
is a compelling read, offering both laugh-
out-loud and moments of introspection.

The Cat Who Saved Books
by Sōsuke Natsukawa, translated 
by Louise Heal Kawai
Rintaro Natsuki has always considered Natsuki 
Books, his grandfather’s tiny, second-hand 
bookshop, a place of 
wonder and the perfect 
refuge for a quiet, 
introverted young boy. He 
has spent many happy 
hours there reading.
Then his grandfather dies 
leaving Rintaro grieving 
and along and the 
boy turns inwards even 
more and even stops 
going to school. Then 
he encounters a talking 
tabby cat named Tiger who wanders in and asks 
Rintaro for help. Tiger explains that he needs a 
book lover to accompany him on a mission to 
save books from people who have imprisoned, 
mistreated, and betrayed them. Together they 
embark on a series of book-themed adventures.
Sayo Yuzuki, is a strong, sensible girl who Rintaro 
has known since primary school. She calls by 
the bookshop to bring Rintaro homework, 
because she is concerned about his increased 
reclusiveness. They begin to discuss the 
power of books throughout the centuries; 
how books can introduce us to new ideas 
and how every difficult book offers us a new 
challenge. The children begin to develop a 
friendship through their shared love of stories.
This children’s novel was originally published in 
Japan in 2017, and Kawai’s elegant translation 
renders it accessible to English-speakers, without 
losing any of the essence of the Japanese 
language and culture. A wise and whimsical 
novel, about how love and loss affect our lives. 
Beautifully written and thought provoking, it 
will appeal to both children and adults alike.
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A 
memory box 
is a wonderful 
way to preserve 
and cherish your 
most treasured 

moments. Whether it’s for 
yourself, as a future gift for 
a child, or to remember a 
family member who has died. 
Here is a step-by-step guide 
to creating and curating a 
meaningful memory box.

Step 1: Choose Your Box
Start by selecting a suitable 
container. It can be a decorative 
wooden box, a sturdy shoebox, 
or a specially purchased 
memory box. The size depends 
on how many items you plan 
to include. You can cover or 
decorate the box to reflect 
the theme or personal style, 
using paint, stickers, or fabric.

Step 2: Gather Your Memories
Collect items that hold 
sentimental value. These can 
include photographs, letters, 
concert tickets, travel souvenirs, 
or small mementos. Choose 
items that evoke specific 
memories or milestones, 
such as baby’s first shoes, 
wedding invitations, or holiday 
postcards. Ensure each item 
has a personal significance 
and tells part of the story. 

Step 3: Organize and Arrange
Carefully arrange the items 
in the box. You can sort 

them chronologically or by 
theme (e.g., travel, family, 
achievements). Use envelopes or 
small pouches for delicate items 
like jewellery or pressed flowers. 
Adding labels or notes can 
help explain the significance of 
each item, providing context 
for future reminiscing.

Step 4: Personal Touches
Add personal touches to 
make the memory box even 
more special. Write a letter 
or include a diary entry to 
capture your emotions and 
thoughts. Add scented sachets 
to evoke memories through 
smell, or digital elements like 
a USB drive with a playlist of 
favourite songs or video clips.

Step 5: Maintain and Update
A memory box should be a living 
collection. Keep it updated 
with new memories and revisit 
it periodically to curate it. 
Remember, the container is a 
limit. You can keep anything, 
but not everything. My mother 
used to say, ‘If everything is 

special, nothing is special,’ so 
keep only the most cherished 
items. Curating can be a 
therapeutic activity and talking 
about the items with others, 
keeps the memories alive.

Each member of my family 
has their own memory box. They 
get to decided what is special 
enough to keep in their box. This 
is very important; if you have 
delightful memories of reading 
The Gruffalo to your firstborn 
and are deeply attached 
to the book, but they don’t 
consider it special enough to 
keep, the memory is clearly 
yours, so it should go in your 
own memory box. Don’t guilt 
them into keeping it in theirs!

Creating and curating 
a memory box is a deeply 
personal and rewarding 
project. It not only preserves 
your most cherished memories 
but also serves as a tangible 
connection to your past. So, 
gather your mementos, let 
your creativity flow, and start 
building your own treasure 
trove of memories today.

Create and Curate a Memory Box
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Tel: 01564 703623 or M: 0077551166  772299225566

CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE

BOOK YOUR ROOF & 
GUTTER CLEANING NOW!
Our Cleaning Services:

0121 369 0070 | 07546 264164
	enquiries@solclean.co.uk  	www.solclean.co.uk

VIEW SOLCLEAN ONLINE

	ROOFS 
	GUTTERS INSIDE & OUT 
	FASCIAS & SOFFITS 
	DRIVEWAYS 
	PATIOS 
	MOSS REMOVAL 
	STONEWORK 
	RENDER & CLADDING

Create and Curate a Memory Box

The arts subjects are 
being squeezed in in 
secondary education 

as successive Governments 
put ever more emphasis 
on maths and science. 
Improved academic results: 
Studies show that students 
who participate in the creative 
arts tend to perform better 
academically across all 
subjects. In schools where the 
arts are integrated into the 
curriculum students perform 
better in maths, English, critical 
thinking, and verbal skills, 
suggesting that arts education 
positively impacts overall 
academic achievement.

Enhanced Wellbeing: Arts 
subjects provide an outlet for 
self-expression and help build 
confidence. Many students 
report that arts lessons act 
as a release from academic 
pressures and everyday 
stresses, contributing to 
improved mental health.
Cultural Awareness and 
Empathy: Engagement with 
the arts helps young people 
develop a sense of their own 
identity and values, while 
also fostering awareness and 
appreciation of diversity. 
This cultivates empathy and 
understanding of different 
perspectives, essential 

qualities in our increasingly 
interconnected world.
Closing the Achievement 
Gap: Arts education has 
been shown to have a 
particularly positive impact on 
students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. Students 
from low-income families 
who participate in arts 
activities at school are three 
times more likely to earn a 
degree, demonstrating the 
potential of arts education 
to level the playing field.

Beyond the Classroom
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Ingredients
1 tbsp olive oil
2 onions finely sliced
1 large garlic clove, 
finely chopped
8 pork sausages
400g tin chopped tomatoes
2 tsp Dijon mustard
½ chicken or vegetable stock 
cube, made up to 175ml
420g tin baked beans
Mashed potato, to serve

Method
Heat half the oil in a lidded 
saucepan over a medium 
heat. Add the onions 
and fry until golden. Stir 
in the garlic and fry for 2 
more minutes. Transfer to 
a plate and set aside. 
Increase the heat, add 
the remaining oil and 
the sausages, and cook 
for until caramelised 
browned all over.

Return the onion and 
garlic to the pan with the 
tomatoes and mustard. 
Add the stock, season 
with pepper, and cook 
over a medium heat for 
10 minutes, adding the 
beans after 5 minutes.
Cover and cook for 5 
more minutes until the 
sausages are cooked 
through. Serve poured over 
creamy mashed potato.

Preparation time: 5 mins
Cooking time: 34 minutes
Serves: 4

Sausage and Bean Bowl Sausage and Bean Bowl 
Give sausage, mash and beans an autumnal makeover.Give sausage, mash and beans an autumnal makeover.
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Suduko Solution
from page 11

Crossword Solution
from page 11

Health
NHS non-emergency 		 111
Wychall Lane Surgery		 0121 628 2345
Hollywood Medical Practice		 01564 822642
Hollyoaks Medical Centre		 01564 823182

Council 
Bromsgrove District Council  
(main switchboard)  		 01527 881288
Bromsgrove District Council  
(emergency out of hours) 		 01527 871565

Utilities
Electricity power cut 		 105
Gas leak 		 0800 111 9999
Severn Trent Water  
(supply & emergencies)	 0800 783 4444

Travel 
National Rail Enquiries 		 03457 48 49 50
First Bus Worcestershire 		 0345 646 0707

local police contact
for wythall & hollywood
Telephone: 101

WYTHALL PARISH COUNCIL	
01564 823149
WYTHALL COMMUNITY  

ASSOCIATION	
01564 823 281 
office@wythall-park.org.uk

ADVERTISE IN THIS PUBLICATION

DON’T MISS OUT!
Contact Zoe Reece 
on 07557 220585 / 

zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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creating beautiful storage solutions

�tted wardrobes • home o�ce • bespoke furniture

•  Contemporary or traditional.
• Hinges or sliding.
• All made to measure.
• Sloping ceilings and awkward  
 shaped rooms.

• Quality furniture �tted to the  
 highest standard for over 
 25 years.

Hollywood Bedrooms

Call Neil
07861 64 50 54

www. hollywoodbedrooms.co.uk

650921

12 Month OAP 
Discount

Excludes blockages

Speak to 
us today!

1-2 Hour
Emergency
Response

time!

 Guarantee 
on labour!

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers 
Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

0121 206 3761

We work in
Wythall, Hollywood,
Headley Heath, Druids
Heath and all
surrounding areas



SecureSt  reH  me

0121 663 6277 | 07368 508936 
www.homesecurestore.co.uk

1835 Pershore Road, Cotteridge, Birmingham, B30 3DJ

Call for a free quote or advice

• Approved suppliers of Ultion and Apecs 3 
Star anti snap locks

• Repair/Supply and fi t of windows and 
doors – Certass Approved

• Misted Glass replacement

• Repair/Supply and fi t of all types of 
Garage doors

• Key cutting including high security

We are 
a local 
business 
supporting 
Wythall & 
Hollywood.

1835 Pershore Road, Cotteridge, Birmingham, B30 3DJ

high security

2 4  H O U R  L O C K S M I T H  S E R V I C E S

Home-Secure-Store-Directory-Ad-22.indd   1Home-Secure-Store-Directory-Ad-22.indd   1 27/04/2022   15:2627/04/2022   15:26


