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wythall directory
november 2021

a community magazine and business directory
for residents of wythall & hollywood

www.wythalldirectory.com delivered FREE to 4500 homes

the

GUCCI BAMBOO

75ml EDPS 
SAVE: £45.05

RRP: £93.00

£47.95

50ml EDPS 
SAVE: £35.05

RRP: £74.00

£38.95

PACO RABANNE 
PHANTOM

100ml EDTS 
SAVE: £16.05

RRP: £76.00

£59.95

50ml EDTS 
SAVE: £10.05

RRP: £55.00

£44.9580ml EDPS 
SAVE: £21.05

RRP: £91.00

£69.95

30ml EDPS 
SAVE: £10.05

RRP: £49.00

£38.95

JEAN PAUL GAULTIER 
SO SCANDAL!

ROBERTO CAVALLI

75ml EDPS 
SAVE: £44.05

RRP: £69.00

£24.95

VERA WANG 
PRINCESS 30ML GIFT SET

• 30ml EDTS • 120ml Body Mist
£17.95SAVE: £17.05 

WORTH: £35.00

BOSS BOTTLED 
50ML 2PC GIFT SET

• 50ml EDTS • 150ml Deodrant Spray
£32.95SAVE: £31.55 

VALUE: £64.50

ELIZABETH ARDEN 
BEAUTY GIFT SET

Holiday Blockbuster
£49.95SAVE: £292.55 

RRP: £342.00

WE HAVE MANY MORE OFFERS IN STORE!

 01564 824122



Customer service: We aim to provide 100% customer satisfaction. Should you experience difficulties over service or food 
please do not hesitate to inform us. If any member of the staff cannot resolve any issue,

then please email us: hollywood.Monsoon@gmail.Com

*(fish & king prawns £3.00 extra per dish)

£12.90 PP

Any
Starter

Any
Main Dish*

Any
Nan OR Rice 

Monday & Tuesday
NOW avaIlable ON TakeaWayS
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Is BAckPoPulAr

T: 01564 829 200 | www.monsoon.restaurant
75 May lane, Hollywood, birmingham, b47 5Pa 

Open Mon - Sat: 5.00pm till late

The Kababish at Hollywood        

The Kababish Restaurant at 
Hollywood Golf Club        

Evening Suppers Lunch & Afternoon Teas

Now Open to the Public at Hollywood Golf Club

Dine in or Takeaway – 10% off for collections
For bookings please call 0121 430 8544 Option 1 or 4 

Restaurant Open Wednesday to Sunday 5:00pm to 9:00pm
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

The Wythall Directory has been going since 
2005 and I’m excited to have taken it over.  

The magazine is a great way of putting residents 
in touch with local businesses and tradespeople 
and provides useful information about what’s 
going on in the area each month.   

Fancy winning a bottle of Prosecco*?! 
If so just head to the Wythall Directory’s Facebook page 
and follow us. Anyone who does that before 1st December 
will be entered into our free prize draw and a bottle 
of prosecco will be delivered to the lucky winner!

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.wythalldirectory.com

contents

Exciting times ahead 

6 Events 

23  Competition 

27  Puzzles

28  Recipe  

32 Useful telephone numbers

33 Index

34 Book reviews 

Welcome to the new look 
Wythall Directory!

*To qualify you must live in the Hollywood or Wythall postcode area.



Windows  |  Doors  |  Conservatories  |  Orangeries  |  Garden Rooms  |  Fascias & Soffits  |  Garage Doors

Remember when quality &  
customer service really  
meant something...

www.finesse-windows.co.uk

Finesse Windows Ltd
39 Melchett Rd, Kings Norton Business Centre
Birmingham, B30 3HP

...to us, it still does!
FOR NEARLY 40 YEARS, WE HAVE CARED ABOUT YOU... AND YOUR HOME
Book a FREE CONSULTATION on 0121 514 5270 or  
book online at www.finesse-windows.co.uk
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local events

Wythall & 
Hollywood 
Country Market       
Wythall Park, Silver St, Wythall

20 November 10am – 12 noon    

Farmers’ market and craft 

fair offering a wonderful array 

of home-produced goodies 

including jams, cakes, 

biscuits, bread, soups, stir-fries, 

seasonal vegetables, potted 

plants, gifts, and cards. Also 

available: craft demonstrations, 

kids’ crafts, tea and coffee. 

Email whcountrymarket@

gmail.com for more info.   

Wythall Winter 
Wonderland      
Packhorse Lane

20 November 12 noon to 6pm   

Featuring Christmas Craft & gift 

market, Santa’s Grotto, food, 

gifts, raffle and choir. This year 

we are creating our own village 

market consisting of 50 of our 

local businesses selling food, 

crafts & gifts. At the Packhorse 

pub you’ll find a kid’s area with 

a bouncy castle, face painting 

& entertainment. Kingswood 

Meeting House will have an 

indoor market & Santa in his 

grotto. Grotto tickets are only 

£5 per child and they receive 

a gift. All monies raised with 

be split between Teenage 

Cancer Trust - in loving memory 

of Callum Brown, Acorns & 

Hollytrees & Kingswood chapel .  

Quiz Night      
Wythall Community 

Club, Wythall House 

20 November, 8.30pm     

Test your general knowledge, 

challenge yourself with special 

themed rounds, and enjoy a 

selection of award-winning ales, 

or other alcoholic / soft drinks. 

Hurry and book as there’s only 

a limited number of teams. Visit 

www.WythallCommunityClub.

org.uk for more info.  

 

Jim Davidson       
Palace Theatre, Redditch 

24 & 25 November     

After months of Lockdown, and 

with the comedy pressure valve 

set to explode, the people’s 

favourite is back with a brand-

new show for 2021! Join Jim 

Davidson OBE, one of Britain’s 

greatest ever comedians, for a 

hilarious white-knuckle get-away. 

Visit www.redditchpalacetheatre.

co.uk to book. 

Solihull’s Jingle 
Bell Jog       
Solihull 

12 December    

Join Solihull BID to spread plenty 

of festive cheer this December 

by donning a Santa suit and 

completing the Jingle Bell Jog 

to raise money for homeless 

charity Change Into Action. 

Run, walk, dance, jog or jingle 

your way around our family-

friendly 2.5km fun run through 

Solihull town centre. To book: 

www.solihullbid.co.uk/events/

solihulls-jingle-bell-jog-2021/

Rats In The Kitchen 
(Tribute to UB40)       
Land Rover Sports & 

Social Club Solihull 

New Year’s Eve 31/12/2021      

From Birmingham, the home 

city of reggae giants UB40, 

Rats In The Kitchen are the 

world’s number 1 UB40 Tribute 

Show. This fully live, eight piece 

band, will perform up to 3 hours 

of pulsating reggae hits now 

spanning more than 25 years! 

Adults only. Tickets £32.50 in 

advance only, including buffet. 

Book at www.landroversc.co.uk 

community events



 Tel: 0121 744 4144
or email: louisel@smart-homes.co.uk

smarthomes sales
316 Stratford Road, Shirley,  

West Midlands B90 3DN

smarthomes
LETTINGS

Spook-tacular 
Community
It’s all about the community with your  
local property professional Louise Lane.

smarthomes were extremely 

proud to sponsor the 3rd 

‘Wythall Witch Walk’ this 

year. Once again, it was 

a massive success with 

more residents that ever 

taking part. It was great 

to see so many members 

of the community getting 

into the spirit of things by 

decorating their homes, not 

to mention the extremely 

generous donations 

that were made by local 

businesses and residents.

smarthomes also sponsored 

‘Halloween in Hollywood’ 
- an adult-only event at 

Hollywood Golf Club. The 

event was a ‘sell out’ and 

the efforts people went to 

with their costumes was 

amazing, as was the DJ, food, 

and the Flash Mob! I think it’s 

fair to say a fabulous time 

was had by all, and I for one 

thoroughly enjoyed spending 

time with my friends 

and neighbours at this 

wonderful charity evening.

I would like to say a huge 

thank you to everyone who 

helped 

organise 

both events for our 

community, but especially 

to Alison Skeoch and 

Claire Morris.

As a community we have 

raised thousands of pounds 

for Teenage Cancer Trust, 
Acorns Children’s Hospital 
and Hollytrees Animal 
Sanctuary, all in loving 

memory of Callum Brown.

Follow us on Social Media for up-to-date 
property news, competitions and more...

sales • lettings • new homes • land & commercial

Louise Lane

SH2146 - Louise Flyer B47.indd   1SH2146 - Louise Flyer B47.indd   1 3/11/21   8:52 AM3/11/21   8:52 AM



WWW.GRANTJOHNSERVICES.CO.UK    G.SOUTHALLSERVICES@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

CALL 07974 226 558

AT THE 
FOREFRONT 
OF HEATING 
AND 
RENEWABLE 
SERVICES

GRANT SOUTHALL

Grant Smith Heating.indd   1Grant Smith Heating.indd   1 18/02/2020   11:0818/02/2020   11:08
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M
obile phones are expensive. 
I mean really expensive. The 
latest iPhones and top of 
the range Android phones 
cost upwards of £1000 so 

they are a big financial commitment. But 
are they value for money? Is £1000 phone 
any better than one which costs £200?

When you watch a phone advert it ’s easy 
to believe that owning the latest model will 
make your life infinitely better. With ultrahigh 
resolution screens, multiple professional quality 
cameras and massively powerful computing 
engines, you could easily use your phone to 
replace your laptop, 
camera, TV and, at a 
push, your spouse!

But how many 
of these fantastic 
features will you 
actually use?

Most of use our 
phones for fairly 
mundane, low-power 
tasks. We text, check 
our social media, post 
selfies or snapshots, 
watch YouTube videos, make quick videos 
to post on social media, play a game, and 
some of us even use them to make phone 
calls. But none of these tasks require any 
of the high-end features that are pushing 
the cost of your phone through the roof.

Budget phones summon up the image 
of a piece of sad plastic that struggles 
to turn on, let alone do anything useful. 
But there’s a big difference between 
‘budget’ and ‘great value for money.’

Big brand names such as Apple and 
Samsung market their phones as status 
symbols. Pulling out the latest iPhone or 
flipping open your foldable Samsung is 

the same as wearing a Rolex watch or 
rocking up in your sports car. If you enjoy 
that feeling and are happy with the cost 
then these are the phones for you.

If you want a phone that has almost all the 
features of the top brands; screen, cameras, 
powerful processor etc., there are a range of 
less well-known brands that will deliver all this 
for a lower cost. Many of these from Chinese 
manufacturers where components and 
labour costs are lower. You’ll still get a high-
quality product, and the phone will power 
through all of your day-to-day tasks with room 
to spare, but people won’t recognise the 

logo on the back.
For example, my 

12-year-old needed 
a new phone and we 
wanted to get one 
that would be fun to 
use rather than the 
low powered basic 
model he’d started 
out with. I came 
across a phone from 
Xiaomi, the Redmi 
Note 9. This has a 

powerful octa core processor, loads of 
memory, 64 GB of storage space, ultrahigh 
resolution screen, three high resolution 
specialist cameras, fast charge, and long 
battery life and all for the very pocket friendly 
cost of £150. From a pre-teenage point of 
view, he’s pleased as punch with the power 
and quality of the phone. Form a parent 
point of view, I’m delighted with the price.

So, when buying a new phone my advice 
is to be honest about what you’re going to 
use it for. If you feel a premium phone is worth 
the money go for it. If you want a phone that 
does everything and is a pleasure to use 
but is easy on your pocket, shop around.

How Much Is That Phone in the Advert?



A luxury barbering experience

based at Becketts farm

For opening times and online bookings, please visit: 

 

atlasbarbers.org

Based at Bouclé

by Gina Lou,

Becketts farm,

Wythall, B47 6aj 

barbersatlas

atlasbarbers 

atlasbarbershop@outlook.com

10% off your

first service!*

*Excludes Kids and Senior Citizen prices.

Please present voucher on arrival.





independence ● expertise ● integrity

legal services for your
life&business

SOLIHULL
4 Drury Lane, Solihull, 

West Midlands B91 3BD   
Tel: 0121 705 7571

DORRIDGE
17-19 Station Approach, 

Dorridge, West Midlands B93 8JA   
Tel: 01564 779393

www.wallacerobinson.co.uk
enquiries@wallacerobinson.co.uk

Company & Commercial Law  ● Wills, Probate & Trusts  ● Lasting Powers of Attorney 
Landlord & Tenant  ● Employment Law  ● Family & Collaborative Law  

Commercial Property  ● Dispute Resolution ● Residential Property

established 1855

please see our 
website for full 
details of our 
services & 
current offers...

Please scan this QR 
code into your handheld 

device for more 
information on 

Wallace Robinson& Morgan
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01527 831700
66 Birmingham Road, 

Bromsgrove.
B61 0DD 

01564 822001
100 Alcester Road,

Wythall. 
B47 5HA

01527 547777
Birchfield House,

494 Evesham Road, Redditch. 
B97 5JF

0121 445 3422
12A Red Lion Street,

Alvechurch. 
B48 7LF

An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors

THOMAS BROTHERS
A family owned Funeral Directors, we provide a friendly, 

dignified service paying special attention to detail.

www.thomasbrothers.co.uk
A family concern

Tinnitus is the name given to the perception 
of persistent ringing, buzzing, hissing, or 
whistling sounds in the head or the ears 

without an external sound source. The word 
‘tinnitus’ derives from the Latin for ‘ringing’. 
It can be intermittent or continuous; low, 
medium, or high pitched and can be a single 
noise or many. In can be heard in one or 
both ears, or may feel like it is in the head. 
For some people it’s a minor annoyance, 
but for others it can be debilitating. 

It is not a disease or illness; it is a symptom 
generated within the auditory system which 
may be due to an underlying condition 
or may be idiopathic (a medical term 
which means ‘unknown cause’). 

The British Tinnitus Association estimate that 1 
in 8 people suffer from the condition. Tinnitus 
in older people is mostly a function of wear 

and tear, so as people live longer, the number 
of people with tinnitus will increase. But the 
rise in numbers over the past two decades is 
only partially explained this way. A study from 
Statistics Canada revealed that 80% of adults 
aged 19 to 29 reported using headphones 
or earbuds connected to audio devices in 
the past year, significantly more than adults 
aged 30 to 49 (53%) or 50 to 79 (28%), and 
those adults aged 19 to 29 had rates of 
tinnitus over one third higher than for older 
adults. This could further inflate the numbers.

If your tinnitus is preventing you getting to 
sleep, it may be that the shift from a relatively 
noisy daytime environment to the quietness of 
the bedroom makes the tinnitus noises more 
noticeable. Some people find having some 
low-level sound can help mask tinnitus.
For more information go to www.tinnitus.org.uk

Hear This - Tinnitus is a modern epidemic
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Adele’s Foot Care 
Solutions

Qualified Foot Health 
Professional & Reflexologist

A WIDE RANGE OF FOOT 
TREATMENTS AVAILABLE 

Home visits and also offering 
Reflexology Sessions in a Relaxing 

Therapeutic Treatment Room 

Adele Smith 
MAFHP MCFHP MGHT

Tel: 01564 822926 
07802 987072

Carl Bishton
Carpenter & Joiner
All aspects of bespoke 
joinery supplied and fitted

All interior and 
exterior carpentry

Please call me to arrange
a quotation
Tel: 01564 822811
Mobile: 07810 373899
Email: c-bishton@sky.com

• Doors
• Window Frames
• Staircases
•  Cabinets, Bookcases 
 and much more

• Skirting, Architrave
• Loft Hatches
• Door Fitting
• Fitted Wardrobes
•  Complete kitchen supply &
 fitting service available
• Decking & garden buildings
 designed and fitted

Mobile Level 1 Hairdresser
Based in Wythall

Ladies and men’s hair
Special prices for OAPs

Angela
07948 069044

Have your 
hair cut in the

comfort of your 
own home
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DENNIS
PLUMBING & HEATING

• Boiler and full central heating 
installations, including LPG.

• All boiler makes installed, Worcester, 
Vaillant, Veissmann, Glowworm. 

• 10 years warranty available 
on some boilers.

• Breakdowns and service on 
boilers, fires and cookers.
• Power flushing service

Fully insured, Competitive Prices

Tel: Hollywood 0121 247 1363
Mobile: 07903 715 360

www.dennisplumbingandheating.co.uk
No.526189

	

View work pictures on Facebook 
Andy B Installations

answers on page 33
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Leading UK Brands At Low Prices! 

Large range of beds & mattresses direct from the UK’s 

 leading manufacturers all on display in our huge showroom at: 

BECKETTS FARM, WYTHALL, B47 6AJ. 

FFRREEEE  
LLOOCCAALL  

DDEELLIIVVEERRYY  

FFRREEEE  
PPAARRKKIINNGG  

OOLLDD  BBEEDD  
RREEMMOOVVAALL  
SSEERRVVIICCEE  

OOPPEENN                
77  DDAAYYSS          
AA  WWEEEEKK  

 

T 01564 898118 
www.hollywoodbeds.co.uk 

Hollywood Beds Limited, Unit 2b, Alcester Rd, Wythall B47 6AJ 

EEXXPPEERRTT  
AADDVVIICCEE  

2 FREE 
DRAWERS  
ON SELECTED 

SEALY & RELYON 
BEDS! 



WOODRUSH HUB
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY

Contact Us

WoodrushCommunityHub

  01564 820 099 www.woodrushcommunityhub.co.uk   

info@woodrushsportscentre.co.uk

Remembrance Sunday
Sunday 14thNovember 2021

Available from
WoodrushCommunityHub



WOODRUSH HUB
CHILDREN IN NEED

Contact Us

WoodrushCommunityHub

  01564 820 099 www.woodrushcommunityhub.co.uk   

info@woodrushsportscentre.co.uk

SPIN-A-THONSPIN-A-THON

Friday 12thFriday 12th
November 2021November 2021

Hop on a spin bike for a cycle and help us raise 
money for Children in Need!

Up for the Challenge?
Pop into Rush Active Gym to find out more!

When?
Thursday 11th November
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garden view

N
o…not the 1970s public information 
campaign exhorting us to hide 
under a table in case of nuclear 
attack. This is far more useful. It’s 
my public information campaign 

about protecting tender perennials and 
taking cuttings to over winter so your plants 
survive and even multiply. First the protection: 
to protect tender perennials such as Salvias 
and Pelargoniums, lift them and bring them 
into a greenhouse.  If you have a heater, set 
it to the frost setting (around 5C). You can 
use bubble wrap to insulate the greenhouse 
for additional heat conservation. If you 
do this the heater will only need to kick in 
on extremely cold days and nights.  

For tender bulbs and tubers such as dahlias, 
wait until the foliage has been blackened by 
the frost, then lift them and place in a box 
of sand in a dry, dark, frost-free location. 

Plants like Agapanthus, which are generally 
happy to be left in the ground with a little 
protection, are best left undisturbed. Cover 
the top with a generous quantity of well-
rotted compost or bark mulch. This can 
be removed from around the crown of the 
plant in spring and will help retain moisture 
throughout the spring growing season. 

November is the start of the bare root 
planting season. Plant roses, hedging and trees, 
and it’s also a good time to move any of these 
plants which you think are in the wrong area 
of the garden. They are more likely to survive 
this treatment if moved at this time of year.

So, what else can we do in November?
•  Ideally your spring bulbs should already 

be planted but if you haven’t done it yet, 
just put some in this month. November is 
actually the perfect month to plant tulip 
bulbs are because the less time they are 
in the ground the less likelihood of them 
developing a virus called tulip fire blight.

•  Plant garlic cloves if you have an 
area with free draining soil. 

•  Dig over the vegetable plot, leaving 
clods to break down over winter

•  Rake the fallen leaves regularly from 
lawn areas because if you leave them 
they deprive the lawn of light. 

•  Bring in garden tools for the winter. 
Clean, sharpen, and oil them first.

•  Keep removing weeds. It is easier to see 
them once garden plants have died 
back. November is a great time to get 
rid of persistent perennial weeds

Protect and Survive
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Offer valid for openings up to 
2.6m wide & inc: 2 remote 
controls, 55mm white slats, 
internal manual override.

APPROVED

Only £895 for 
a fully fitted 
electric door.
Gotta get a Garolla.

Garolla garage doors are strong 
and solidly built. They’re made to 
measure in our own UK factories. 
The electric Garolla door rolls up  
vertically taking up only 8 inches 
inside your garage. 
Our expert installers will fit your 
new door and take away the old 
one so there’s no mess. 

Give us a call today and 
we’ll come and measure up 
completely Free.  

GOTTA GET A GAROLLA

WAS £1,354 
INC VAT£895

NOW ONLY

WHAT’S INCLUDED WITH EVERY DOOR:

FREE EXPERT MEASURING & FITTING 

TWO REMOTE CONTROLS 

ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION 

AVAILABLE IN 21 COLOURS

FREE DISPOSAL OF YOUR OLD DOOR

MOBILE
  07537 149 128

www.garolla.co.uk

CALL US TODAY FREE 

ON 01564 340 046

  

Quality, convenient and cost-effective repairs with a lifetime guarantee.

Call us today 07479 250 200 for a FREE estimate on repairs to bumper scuffs, 
paint scratches, minor dents and alloy wheels. Find out more at chipsaway.co.uk

“ Do they make
 shopping trolleys
 out of magnets?”

We don’t judge, we just fix it.
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Win 2 tickets  
to see 

GO NOW! The Music of The Moody Blues  
at Solihull’s Core Theatre on Saturday 29 January  2022

COMPETITION

For your chance to win these tickets, visit the  

Core Theatre website page for this event -  

www.thecoretheatresolihull.co.uk - to find the 

answer to this question:  
 
Who are joining Mick and Gordy on stage?     
Email your answer to:  
thecoretheatre@solihull.gov.uk –  
and please put ‘Moody Blues’ as the subject line.

Closing date for entries is 15th December. 
The winner will be drawn at random and 
notified by email after this date. 
Please note there is no cash value nor 
exchange for this prize so please don’t enter 
if you cannot attend the date shown above.

About the show: 
GO NOW! The Music of The Moody Blues is an 
opportunity for fans to experience this timeless 
music live, in a tribute to… The Greatest 
Classic Rock Band of a Generation and Rock 
and Roll Hall Of Famers THE MOODY BLUES.
Gordy Marshall toured and recorded with 
The Moody Blues for twenty-five years. 
Together with Mick Wilson (lead singer of 
10CC for twenty years) they present a super-
group of world class musicians, singers and 
songwriters and meticulously recreate the 
elegance of a Moody Blues Concert.
In this show, all the classic hits are celebrated, 
including Nights in White Satin and a show-
stealing rendition of Eve of the War from 
Jeff Wayne’s The War of the Worlds.
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S
o sings the character Marcus 
Thornton in the film A Million Ways 
to Die in the West. If you haven’t 
seen the clip on YouTube, watch it 
and give yourself an ear worm for 

the whole of Movember! You’re welcome.
The Movember movement started in 

Australia in 2003. Travis Garone and Luke 
Slattery came up with the idea (over a beer 
of course). It began as a jokey way of trying 
to bring the moustache back into fashion. 
Inspired by a friend’s mother who was 
fundraising for breast cancer, they decided 

to make generate a campaign for men’s 
health and prostate cancer. They designed 
the rules of Movember, which remain 
unchanged today, and agreed to charge 
ten dollars to ‘Grow a Mo’. Trav designed 
the first Movember logo, and they sent out 
an email, subject: ‘Are you man enough to 
be my man?’ and found 30 volunteers.

In 2004 they formalised the idea, registered 
a company and created a website.

They researched men’s health issues and 
agreed to formally support prostate cancer as 
their cause. By 2006 the Movember Foundation 
was established as an official Australian 
charity. They also started to branch out into 
supporting male mental health. The following 
year Movember started to grow internationally. 
There are now official campaigns in 21 
countries and together they have raised 
around 350 million pounds and supported 
more than 1,000 men’s health programs. 
They focus on the four key men’s health 
issues: prostate cancer, testicular cancer, 
poor mental health, and physical inactivity. 

So, what are the rules.
•  The first step is simply registering 

on Movember.com.
•  Start with a clean-shaven, including your 

upper lip, sideburns, and handlebar zones.
•  For the entire month of Movember, you 

must grow and groom a moustache
•  Beards, goatees and fake 

moustaches don’t count
•  Use the power of the moustache to create 

conversation and raise funds for men’s health
•  Each Mo Bro must conduct 

himself like a true gentleman

If I Only Had a Moustache!
It’s Movember!
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WE ARE A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

Dark Lane
Motors Ltd

01564 824433
For a free quotation,

phone Paul Axisa (proprietor)

Unit 4, Houndsfield Industrial Estate
Houndsfield Lane, Wythall, Birmingham B47 5QR

Free  Local Pick up and delivery, 
prompt efficient service 

at competitive rates.

✔ Servicing & Repairs
✔ MOT’s & Repairs
✔ Clutches & Brakes
✔ Engine Diagnostics
✔ Body Repairs 
    & Bumper Scuffs

ESTABLISHED IN 2000

Dark Lane Motors-oct2021.pdf   1   26/10/21   11:58 AM

creating beautiful storage solutions

�tted wardrobes • home o�ce • bespoke furniture

•  Contemporary or traditional.
• Hinges or sliding.
• All made to measure.
• Sloping ceilings and awkward  
 shaped rooms.

• Quality furniture �tted to the  
 highest standard for over 
 25 years.

Hollywood Bedrooms

Call Neil
07861 64 50 54

www. hollywoodbedrooms.co.uk
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To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40
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cluescrossword

answer on page 33

answer on page 33



Ingredients
1 750ml bottle of soft, 
fruity red wine
125g granulated sugar
2 cloves
1 stick of cinnamon
Zest of half a lemon
1 vanilla pod, split (optional)
4 hard pears
Creme de cassis

Method
Preheat the oven to 180C/
gas mark 4. Pour the wine 
into a saucepan with the 

sugar, spices and lemon 
zest and bring to the boil, 
stirring dissolve the sugar.

Meanwhile, peel the pears. 
Leave the stalk intact but cut 
out the core at the base. Use 
a non-metallic ovenproof dish 
just wide enough to hold the 
pears in a single layer and 
lay them in there. Don’t use a 
large dish because when you 
pour the spiced wine over the 
top - the fruit should just be 
submerged. Cover the dish 

and bake for about an hour, 
checking after 45 minutes. 
When the fruit is tender, but 
still holds its shape, lift it out 
of the liquid and set aside.

Then pour the liquid back into 
the saucepan and bring to the 
boil. Reduce by about half until 
it becomes thick and syrupy, 
then taste and pour in the 
creme de cassis to taste. Pour 
the sauce back on to the pears 
and serve warm or cool, with 
ice cream, cream, or custard.

Preparation time: 15 minutes
Cooking time: 1 hour + 5-10 minutes for the sauce
Serves: 4

Poached PearsPoached Pears    
Pears are in season right now and this is such a great way to serve themPears are in season right now and this is such a great way to serve them

recipe time
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Mark O’Sullivan
HOLLYWOOD CHIROPODY 

PODIATRIST

Hollywood Medical Practice
Beaudesert Rd, Hollywood, Birmingham, B47 5DP

For clinics and Home Visits call:  

07824506839
mark@hollywoodchiropody.co.uk 
www.hollywoodchiropody.co.uk

Hollywood Chiropody 1/2 page.indd   1 30/10/2019   12:58

Award Winning Landscaper
Free Quotaons

Top Quality Workmanship

Re-Designs / Make overs 

Fully Licenced & Insured

Only 1 Job Installed 
at a Time

We will work along side you, to create an attractive solution for your outdoor space.

www.turnerlandscapesrkc.co.uk        hello@turnerlandscapesrkc.co.uk

07833 215 412 Find us on
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A
t one minute past midnight on the 
third Sunday in November, villages 
and towns in a region in France 
release cases of wine for immediate 
delivery across the world. 

“Le Beaujolais est arrivé!” This rousing call 
signals the introduction of the year’s new wine, 
the famous Beaujolais Nouveau. Originally, 
pitchers of the wine were taken straight from 
the producers’ barrels to the towns amid 
much fanfare and celebration. Then in 1972 
an enterprising soul saw a fabulous marketing 
opportunity: a race to distribute the first bottles 
of the new vintage. The Beaujolais Run involves 
teams competing to be the first to get the first 
case of Nouveau from Paris to London. It’s a 
500mile race to south-eastern France to collect 
the first bottles of the new wine, and then 500 
miles back again. Beaujolais is described by wine 
sellers as ‘…a light fruity red burgundy wine made 
from the Gamay grape.’ It’s described by almost 
everyone else as ‘awful’, and by French standards 
it’s pretty rubbish if we’re honest, so you’d have 
to be utterly bonkers to undertake a round trip of 
1000 miles to get your hands on a bottle. Well, us 
Brits have elevated being bonkers to an artform. 
The more ridiculous or pointless the challenge, the 
more likely we are to bounce enthusiastically into 
action. And so it proved with the Beaujolais Run.

In its early years the event was purely about 
speed. Any mode of transport could be used. 
The glorious madness peaked in the 1980s 
when the RAF touched down in Beaujeu with a 
Harrier Jump-Jet at midnight, picked up the wine 
and then landed 32 minutes later in London. 
At that point the organisers had to rethink the 
rules! So now the mission is to get from southern 
England to Mâcon by covering the shortest 
distance. The Beaujolais Run has become a 
treasure hunt through the French countryside, 

following a series of cryptic navigational clues 
through six checkpoints. Competitors must take 
a photograph of themselves at an obscure 
landmark at each checkpoint to prove they 
were there. You can use maps, sat-navs or even 
ask the locals! Handy Hint: Map readers tend 
to succeed over tech-users because some 
countryside back routes thwart the sat-navs.

The Beaujolais Run is a popular event in the 
amateur 
motor sport 
year, and 
anything 
goes - vintage 
cars family 
saloons, 
motorcycles 
and even supercars. Dress code is fancy dress! 
There is a new theme every year and locals have 
learned to be quite blasé about being stopped 
and asked for directions by someone dressed 
as a gorilla, or a WWII German Officer, driving a 
Morris Minor! The entry fee is £1995 per car which 
includes the Eurotunnel fees, accommodation, 
and organised dinners and drinks events along 
the way. In addition, participants are required to 
raise a minimum of £1,250 per car for the Royal 
Air Force Benevolent Fund.

If you fancy taking part, take a look at www.
beaujolaisrun.com for further information. You 
need a minimum of two team members, a 
vehicle, an entry fee, and the intention to raise a 
lot of money via sponsorship. A sense of humour 
and a love of scavenger hunts, cryptic clues and 
/ or escape rooms is advantageous. 

The French say, ‘La vie est trop courte pour 
boire du mauvais vin’, which translates as Life 
is too short to drink poor wine, however it would 
appear that Brits will happily drive very long 
distances for it!

The Glorious Madness of 
The Beaujolais Run 
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useful numbers 

local police 
contact
for wythall & hollywood

Telephone: 101

Health
NHS non-emergency   111
Wychall Lane Surgery  0121 628 2345
Hollywood Medical Practice 01564 822642
Hollyoaks Medical Centre  01564 823182

Council 
Bromsgrove District Council  
(main switchboard)    01527 881288
Bromsgrove District Council  
(emergency out of hours)   01527 871565

Utilities
Electricity power cut   105
Gas leak    0800 111 9999
Severn Trent Water  
(main switchboard)  024 7771 5000
Severn Trent Water (emergencies) 0800 783 4444

Travel 
National Rail Enquiries   03457 48 49 50
First Bus Worcestershire   0345 646 0707

WYTHALL PARISH COUNCIL 
Tel: 01564 823149

WYTHALL COMMUNITY  
ASSOCIATION  
01564 823 281 
office@wythall-park.org.uk

useful numbers
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ad index

Suduko Solution
from page 27

crossword Solution
from page 27

Barbers 
10  Atlas Barbers 
 atlasbarbershop@outlook.com

Beds
17  Hollywood Beds  01564 898118
25  Hollywood Bedrooms  07861 645054

Car Services 
21  Chips Away  07479 250200 
25  Dark Lane Motors  01564 824433

Carpenter 
15  Carl Bishton  07810 373899
16 Andy B Installations  07941 396749

Carpets & Flooring  
22  Hoods  0121 430 5289

Digital services 
15  Paul Kallu  07875 475554

Doors and windows 
5  Finesse Windows  0121 514 5270
21  Garolla  01564 340 046

Estate Agents 
7 and 36 smarthomes  0121 744 4144

Funeral Directors
13  Thomas Brothers  01564 822001

Gardens and Drives  
11 Projects  07961 358367
26 Central Drives 
 & Landscapes  0121 702 1456
29  Turner Landscapes  07833 215412
 
Graphic and Website Design 
30  Hot Lobster 
 Design Ltd 0121 369 1977

Health & Beauty 
1  Hollywood Pharmacy   01564 824122
15  Adele’s Foot Care  07802 987072
15  Angela - 
 Mobile hairdresser 07948 069044
16  Denture Clinic 
 Birmingham  0121 777 5528
29  Mark O’Sullivan 
 Chiropody  07824 506839 

Heating 
8 Grant John 07974 226558 
16  Dennis Plumbing 
 & Heating  07903 715360

Locksmith 
35  Get Locked  07398 166089

Plumbing 
14  James Long  07972 214981
16  Dennis Plumbing 
 & Heating  07903 715360

Restaurants 
2 Hollywood Golf Club  0121 430 8544
3 Monsoon  01564 829200

Solicitors 
12  Wallace Robinson 
 & Morgan  0121 705 7571

Sports 
2  Hollywood Golf Club  0121 430 8544 
18-19 Woodrush Hub  01564 820099

Storage and wardrobes 
25  Hollywood Bedrooms  07861 645054

Tuition 
14  Jo Harvey  07794 380725 

 

mindbenders
from page 16
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book reviews

a good read
reviews By Willow Coby

Project Hail Mary   
by Andy Weir

Ryland Grace wakes up on a 
spacecraft with no idea how 
or why he is there-or even 
who he is, and on top of 
this he has to work scientific 
miracles, from scratch 
using a Heath Robinson 
approach to staying alive.
If this sounds like the plot 
of The Martian there are 
indeed similarities. Grace, 
like Mark Whitney is a scientist’s scientist, self-
deprecating, highly intelligent, and funny.
The book alternates between Grace-on-Earth and 
Grace -in-Space as the narrative flips between 
the present day on the Hail Mary, and the events 
that led to him waking up alone and with no 
memory at the beginning of the book. The best 
science fiction happens when the author has put 
in the background work, uses it to craft a world 
we believe in, then creates characters we care 
about. Andy Weir has achieved all that here, 
and maintains a slick, fast paced plot to boot.
There’s loads of real science for the geeks, 
interesting, well-developed characters, 
excitement, thrills, and a touching friendship 
between the central characters. During the 
final third of the book, the stakes are raised ever 
higher, and I found myself reading ever faster 
in suspense all the way to the final page.

Everyone Dies Famous 
in a Small Town
by Bonnie-Sue Hitchcock

This is a young adult novel with 
a difference. It’s a collection of 
interconnected short stories all 
set in the mid-1990s, in Alaska 
and small towns scattered 
across the American west. Each 
story centres around one or 
two disparate teen characters 
who each face the challenges 
and rewards of small-town 
life. Told through the ordinary events of their lives, 
we glimpse brief moments, like peeking through a 
window. We can see their inner struggles, how they 
deal with pain or boredom or survival, and how 
they find new paths and moments of healing.
There are hitchhikers, kids with a ‘reputation’, 
free spirits, and young people who have 
suffered loss. Woven through the stories are 
some common threads; we get an early 
warning of wildfire in one story which is at the 
centre of the plot of another. The aftermath 
of events in one story, pop up in later ones. 
Each character’s life has a ‘butterfly effect’ on the 
lives of other characters, some big and some small, 
and most of the characters never know the threads 
that connect them, even though we as readers 
are treated to the bigger picture and have the 
pleasure of seeing where all these lives overlap.
In Everyone Dies Famous in a Small Town, Hitchcock 
takes us into the inner workings of young minds 
and hearts. A beautiful read for older teens.



Get Locked 
Local Locksmiths

• 24 hour emergency service
• No call out fee
• CRB / DBS checked
• UPVC mechanical specialists
• Free security evaluation

• Protect your home
• Security experts
• Fast friendly service
• 100’s of 5 star reviews

If you need a 24 HOUR LOCKSMITH, Get Locked are reliable experts trained in the latest health 
and safety regulations and are able to quickly handle any locksmith job or lockout situation. 

INFO@GETLOCKED.CO.UK    WWW.GETLOCKED.CO.UK

CALL NOW ON 07398 166 089

LOCAL EXPERT
LOCKSMITH

Get Locked FP.indd   1Get Locked FP.indd   1 19/02/2020   12:2119/02/2020   12:21



www.smart-homes.co.uk

Shirley
316 Stratford Road, Shirley
West Midlands, B90 3DN

Dickens Heath
Ground Floor, 16 Lock House
Dickens Heath, B90 1UD

Based on 13 working weeks, 5 days per week, 8 hour days = 520 hours of business resulting in a move in every every 92 minutes.

Helping you make the smart move

Call now to speak to your 
local property professional
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