
Useful Services

Successfully selling properties 
in your area since 1990

www.melvyndanes.co.uk

For a FREE market appraisal 
& valuation contact your local office.

WYTHALL: 01564 826555
321 Alcester Road | Wythall | B47 5HJ

0102 - Wythall Dir_March 2017.indd   1 15/02/19   12:18 PM

CROWD...
from the



www.melvyndanes.co.uk
ESTABLISHED 1990

Call Wythall to book a viewing 01564 826555

MD A5 Prop Temps.pdf   1   5/03/15   2:30 pm

SILVER STREET, WYTHALL
A Superbly Refurbished Detached Three 
Bedroom Dormer Bungalow In This 
Most Convenient Yet Desirable Location 
In Wythall Offering Bespoke Versatile 
Accommodation. No Upward Chain.

SILVER STREET, WYTHALL

ALCESTER ROAD, HOLLYWOOD
A Superb Four Bedroom Detached House 
Greatly Improved By The Current Owner Set 
Back From The Road With Large Garden, 
Extensive Front Driveway & Vehicular Access 
To The Rear.

ALCESTER ROAD, HOLLYWOOD

SYCAMORE DRIVE, HOLLYWOOD

SYCAMORE DRIVE, HOLLYWOOD
A Delightfully Appointed & Well Presented 
Five Bedroom Bovis Built Executive Detached 
Property Situated on the Highly Regarded 
Hollywood Grange Development With 
Potential For Extension Subject To Contract

Offers Around £695,000

Offers Around £385,000Offers Around £600,000

Offers Around £650,000

SILVER BIRCH DRIVE, HOLLYWOOD
A Modern Three Bedroom End Of 
Terraced Character House Superbly 
Presented To A Very Individual Standard 
Complimenting The Cottage Style Design.
 

SILVER BIRCH DRIVE, HOLLYWOOD



SILVER STREET, WYTHALL

Customer service: We aim to provide 100% customer satisfaction. Should you experience difficulties over service or food 
please do not hesitate to inform us. If any member of the staff cannot resolve any issue,

then please email us: hollywood.Monsoon@gmail.Com

*(fish & king prawns £3.00 extra per dish)

£12.50 PP

Any
Starter

Any
Main Dish*

Any
Nan OR Rice 

Monday & Tuesday
NOW avaIlable ON TakeaWayS

D
E

L
IV

ERY  SERV
IC

E

AVAILABLE

MONSOON

Is BAckPoPulAr

T: 01564 829 200 | www.monsoon.restaurant
75 May lane, Hollywood, birmingham, b47 5Pa 

Open Mon - Sat: 5.00pm till late
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Useful Services

WWW.GRANTJOHNSERVICES.CO.UK    G.SOUTHALLSERVICES@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

CALL 07974 226 558

AT THE 
FOREFRONT 
OF HEATING 
AND 
RENEWABLE 
SERVICES

GRANT SOUTHALL

Grant Smith Heating.indd   1Grant Smith Heating.indd   1 18/02/2020   11:0818/02/2020   11:08
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Useful Services

View work pictures on Facebook 
Andy B Installations

Adele’s Foot Care 
Solutions

Qualified Foot Health 
Professional & Reflexologist

A WIDE RANGE OF FOOT 
TREATMENTS AVAILABLE 

Home visits and also offering 
Reflexology Sessions in a Relaxing 

Therapeutic Treatment Room 

Adele Smith 
MAFHP MCFHP MGHT

Tel: 01564 822926 
07802 987072

To advertise call Rachael on:  
07855 435 073                

Calling all 
Professionals!
Can you afford not to be in 
this directory?

CARPET BINDING

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT DUE TO COVID
ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 25 YEARS

WE CAN TAKE YOUR CARPET WASTE AND TURN 
THEM INTO USEFUL RUGS & DOORMATS

Custom made rugs to your sizes 
from our selection of remnants. 
We also have a selection of 
carpets for next day delivery 
order by 12 noon.

MAGIC CARPETS
Unit 8 Prince Rd, Kings Norton Business Park, B30 3HB.

TEL: 0121 439 3550

• underlay  
• gripper  
• doorbars  
• vinyl 
• artificial grass  
• contract tiles
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Useful Services

Leading UK Brands At Low Prices! 

Large range of beds & mattresses direct from the UK’s 

 leading manufacturers all on display in our huge showroom at: 

BECKETTS FARM, WYTHALL, B47 6AJ. 

FFRREEEE  
LLOOCCAALL  

DDEELLIIVVEERRYY  

FFRREEEE  
PPAARRKKIINNGG  

OOLLDD  BBEEDD  
RREEMMOOVVAALL  
SSEERRVVIICCEE  

OOPPEENN                
77  DDAAYYSS          
AA  WWEEEEKK  

 

T 01564 898118 
www.hollywoodbeds.co.uk 

Hollywood Beds Limited, Unit 2b, Alcester Rd, Wythall B47 6AJ 

EEXXPPEERRTT  
AADDVVIICCEE  

2 FREE 
DRAWERS  
ON SELECTED 

SEALY & RELYON 
BEDS! 
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Useful Services

We understand how hard it can be 
to squeeze in household domestic 
cleaning due to a busy lifestyle or 
perhaps you’re not as able as 
you used to be.  

That’s where we can help, 
by providing...

Making your home 
a happy sparkly 
place to be...

We’re here to help, so please 
feel free to give us a call!

Rachael:  07855 435073
Landline:  0121 238 4818

EMAIL: info@the-maid-brigade.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.the-maid-brigade.co.uk Don’t forget to follow us on facebook

We can provide:
•  Honest, reliable and affordable 
 Domestic cleaning
• All our maids and footmen are      
 professional
•  We guarantee satisfaction 100%
•  We are fully insured
• All odd jobs around the home inside  
 and out undertaken
• DIY, Decorating, etc

•  Weekly/Fortnightly/Monthly Cleans
•  Spring Cleans
•  One-Off Cleans
•  Of�ce Cleans
•  End of Tenancy Cleans
•  Companionship
•  Errand running

Maid Brigade Advert A5.pdf   1   03/03/2021   15:14



Email: rachael@thelocaldirectories.co.uk
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Useful Services

For lovers of caramel everywhere.
Preparation time: 25 minutes
Cooking time: 45 minutes

Ingredients
For Banana Topping
120 g brown sugar
60 g butter
1.5 tbsp golden syrup
3 bananas sliced
For the Cake
2 ripe bananas
2 tbsp yoghurt
90 g butter at room temperature
180 g caster sugar
1 tsp vanilla extract
2 eggs
180 g self-raising flour
 ½ tsp cinnamon
¼ tsp nutmeg

Method 
Preheat the oven to 180C.Line a 20 x 20cm 
square baking tin or a 23cm round tin with 
baking parchment.  It’s best not to use a 
loose-bottomed tin but if you do fold the 
parchment so it goes up the sides of the 
tin too.  Otherwise, the caramel will leak 

out into the oven! To make the topping, 
place the sugar, butter, and golden syrup 
into a small heavy-bottomed saucepan. 
Heat until all the sugar and butter have 
melted. Stir gently and pour into the tin, 
tilting the tin backwards and forwards so 
the layer of caramel completely covers the 
bottom.Slice the bananas into pieces about 
2cm thick. Place them in the caramel.

For the cake, mash the bananas with a 
fork then mix into the yogurt. Set aside.

Place the butter and sugar into a large 
mixing bowl. Whisk till pale and fluffy.
Add the vanilla extract and eggs, one 
at a time, whisking after each one.

Sift the flour and spices together and 
gradually fold into the mixing bowl. Then 
fold in the banana and yoghurt mixture.
Spoon the batter into the cake tin on 
top of the caramel and bananas.

Bake at 180C for about 45 minutes. Test 
with a skewer to see if it’s cooked. If 
necessary bake for a little longer.

When ready, remove the cake from 
the oven and let it stand for a couple of 
minutes. Then place a plate on top of the 
tin and turn it over to remove the cake.

Serve warm with cream, custard, or ice cream.

Recipe Time
Banana Upside Down Cake
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Useful Services

T&S
ROOFING AND BUILDING

CONTRACTORS
T&S ROOFING BUILDING AND CONTRACTORS ARE A

LOCAL COMPANY THAT HAS BEEN TRADING FOR
OVER 10 YEARS.  WE OFFER RELIABLE AND 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE AT VERY COMPETITIVE 
RATES IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS-

• NEW ROOFS SLATE AND TILE
• ROOF REPAIRS, TILES OR SLATES REPLACED
• CHIMNEYS POINTED & REBUILT
• UPVC ROOFLINE
• BRICKWORK
• GENERAL BUILDING MAINTENANCE
• FLAT ROOFS
• VELUX SKYLIGHT WINDOWS FITTED
• LEAD FLASHINGS REPLACED AND REPAIRED
• SOFFITTS FASCIAS AND GUTTERING
• CARPENTRY
• PLASTERING

SEE BELOW FOR THIS MONTHS SPECIAL OFFER
GUTTERING CLEANED OUT AND UPVC FASCIAS

CLEANED-PRICES START FROM £40
 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION CONTACT
OFFICE 0121 608 0089
MOBILE 07970 077191

 EMAIL: tsroofing@blueyonder.co.uk
 

REFERENCES AVAILABLE AND YOU ARE WELCOME 
TO VIEW ANY PREVIOUS WORK

Local Girl Friday 

Tel: 07988 930109    Email: jane.l.jones@icloud.com

• Errand running/grocery shopping

• Accompanied shopping trips

• Meal preparation in your home

•  Help with correspondence/
tricky phone calls/bill problems

•  Checking in on your pet or your 
house if you are out or away

How I can help you
•  Small business support:  

short-term cover for typing/
reception duties/admin

•  Buddy/companionship/
hospital appointments

CHARGE: £10 PER HOUR 
plus 30p per mile petrol 
(if applicable)
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What’s On

WYTHALL AND HOLLYWOOD 
LADIES GROUP
Wythall and Hollywood Ladies Group have 
started up again from Wednesday 30th 
June at 8pm. The venue is the Wythall Royal 
British Legion, Houndsfield Lane. New 
members welcome.  
For more information please call Janet 
tel:  01564 823487

WYTHALL COMMUNITY CHOIR
If you are aged 16 plus and would like to 
sing, come and join us on Monday evening 
during term time, no audition necessary.  
We meet at the Scout Hut in Wythall Park, 
Silver Street, 7:15pm to 9.30pm. 
E: Wythallcommunitychoir@gmail.com

HOLLYWOOD WI
Meet on the first Wednesday of every 
month at Kingswood Meeting House, Pack-
horse Lane, 2-4pm. Speakers, activities and 
more. New members very welcome.

WYTHALL WI
Wythall WI meets 13:30-15:30 at 
Wythall Village Hall on the first Thursday 
of each month.
Contact: Rosemary Beeston on 
0121 430 7341

COFFEE MORNING 
Open to all, the club will meet on the first 
Thursday of every month from 11am until 
1pm, guest speakers, tea, coffee, home 
made cakes served for small donation.  
Contact the library on 0121 744 6078

BINGO NIGHT
Bingo night at Kingswood, Packhorse Lane 
on Saturday 13 November at 7pm. 
Tickets are £10 and can be bought from 
01564 823627. 
All proceeds are for Kingswood.

What’s On



We have extensive experience 
in dealing with a wide range of
the type of legal issues that you
and your family may face during
your life, including:

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY
WILLS, PROBATE & TRUSTS

POWERS OF ATTORNEY
FAMILY AND COLLABORATIVE LAW

DISPUTE RESOLUTION
EMPLOYMENT LAW

since 1855

Solihull
4 Drury Lane, Solihull 

West Midlands 
B91 3BD

t 0121 705 7571

Dorridge
17-19 Station Approach,
Dorridge, West Midlands

B93 8JA
t 01564 779393

wallacerobinson.co.uk     enquiries@wallacerobinson.co.uk

Take the first step to resolving your legal issues by
contacting us on 0121 705 7571 

legal services
for your life

WRM-2017-005 ads _Layout 1  30/11/2017  17:18  Page 2

Legal Services

Fixed Fee Divorce
Wallace Robinson & Morgan solicitors are pleased 

to be able to offer a fixed fee divorce package for 

all work in connection with obtaining your divorce.  

This will include preparing the divorce petition and 

other necessary documentation, liaising with you, 

your partner and the Court and applying for the two 

Decrees required to finalise the divorce.  Please 

contact us to discuss your individual circumstances 

so that we can give you details of our fixed fees and 

any other costs involved. Please note that our fixed 

fee offer is subject to the divorce being undefended 

and without any unforeseen complications. It excludes 

work done in relation to the finances or any children.          

Collaborative Law

Wallace Robinson & Morgan also offer an innovative 

new approach to resolving family matters. We 

believe that, in the majority of cases, the best and 

most amicable solutions are those agreed between 

the couples themselves. Collaborative Law allows 

couples to meet face to face, with the support of 

their respective solicitors, and discuss their views 

and suggestions for resolving the matter. This enables 

couples to reach agreement without the need for 

costly, stressful and time-consuming Court battles. 

Everyone in the room has the common goal of finding 

the best solution for the couple and their family.

Collaborative Law has numerous benefits: 

participants still have their own independent legal 

advisor but maintain control without being threatened 

by Court proceedings. The couple set the agenda 

for each meeting, enabling them to discuss the 

issues that matter most to them and their family. 

Furthermore, it is crucial for a harmonious future 

relationship, particularly when children are involved, 

to maintain communication between the parties, and 

Collaborative Law ensures this is achieved.

Our specialist family lawyers can advise you as to 

whether these agreements are right for you.  

Head of the Family Law department, Kathryn Ferris is 

a qualified Collaborative Family Lawyer and offers the 

benefits of this revolutionary approach to her clients.  

Dipika Mistry, is an accredited Law Society Family Law 

solicitor.  Kathryn and Dipika are both members of 

“Resolution”, an organisation that promotes constructive, 

non-confrontational methods to resolve family issues.

If you would like to discuss any family law issue, our 

fixed fee divorce offer or find out  more about the 

Collaborative approach, please contact us.

Fixed Fee 
Divorce 
and Collaborative Law

Dipika Mistry and Kathryn Ferris
Wallace Robinson & Morgan Family Lawyers

Contact: Kathryn Ferris on 0121 705 7571 
email: kathrynferris@wallacerobinson.co.uk

Please mention where you saw  
this article when you call.
See www.wallacerobinson.co.uk  
for further information.

Wallace-fixed fee.indd   2-3 14/12/17   4:53 PM
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WOODRUSH HUB
GET ACTIVE

Contact Us

WoodrushCommunityHub

  01564 820 099 www.woodrushcommunityhub.co.uk  

info@woodrushsportscentre.co.uk

PROVIDING YOU WITH A SAFE SPACE TO MEET 
& PLAY TOGETHER

A great way to be together & have fun
Contact us to book your slot

We’re looking forward to seeing you!

BOOK NOW
http://bit.ly/3w0G8Ry

Technogym Fully Equipped Gym

NO JOINING FEE - nojoiningfeeSept21
 SIGN UP NOW - http://bit.ly/rushactive

FULL FITNESS CLASS TIMETABLE
LES MILLS, RUSH ACTIVE & YOGA 

AT-THE-GYM | OUTDOORS

6 Week tailored fitness programme 
when you join as a Rush Active 

Member



WOODRUSH HUB
GET ACTIVE

Contact Us

WoodrushCommunityHub

  01564 820 099 www.woodrushcommunityhub.co.uk  

info@woodrushsportscentre.co.uk

PROVIDING YOU WITH A SAFE SPACE TO MEET 
& PLAY TOGETHER

A great way to be together & have fun
Contact us to book your slot

We’re looking forward to seeing you!

BOOK NOW
http://bit.ly/3w0G8Ry

Technogym Fully Equipped Gym

NO JOINING FEE - nojoiningfeeSept21
 SIGN UP NOW - http://bit.ly/rushactive

FULL FITNESS CLASS TIMETABLE
LES MILLS, RUSH ACTIVE & YOGA 

AT-THE-GYM | OUTDOORS

6 Week tailored fitness programme 
when you join as a Rush Active 

Member

INFLATABLE FUN 

SOFT PLAY

WOODRUSH HUB

Contact Us

WoodrushCommunityHub

  01564 820 099 www.woodrushcommunityhub.co.uk  

info@woodrushsportscentre.co.uk

Proceeds supporting our young people

CHILDRENS BIRTHDAY PARTIES

Soft Play
Party Zone

Also accessible in 
our Cafe

SO CAFE
PROUD TO SERVE COSTA COFFEE

OPEN NOW
MONDAY - FRIDAY 

8:30am-4:00pm

BOOK NOW
Saturday and Sunday
Time Slots Available

CHARACTER

MEET ‘N’ GREET

MULTI-SPORTS

FOOTBALL
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Useful Services

WE ARE A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

Dark Lane
Motors Ltd

01564 824433
For a free quotation,

phone Paul Axisa (proprietor)

Unit 4, Houndsfield Industrial Estate
Houndsfield Lane, Wythall, Birmingham B47 5QR

Free  Local Pick up and delivery, 
prompt efficient service 

at competitive rates.

✔ Servicing & Repairs
✔ MOT’s & Repairs
✔ Clutches & Brakes
✔ Engine Diagnostics
✔ Body Repairs 
    & Bumper Scuffs
WE HAVE BEEN IN BUSINESS 
FOR 20 YEARS THIS YEAR

Dark Lane Motors - FEB20half.pdf   1   20/01/2020   15:02

To advertise call Rachael on:  
07855 435 073                

Calling all 
Professionals!
Can you afford not to be in 
this directory?
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Useful Services

Mark O’Sullivan
HOLLYWOOD CHIROPODY 

PODIATRIST

Hollywood Medical Practice
Beaudesert Rd, Hollywood, Birmingham, B47 5DP

For clinics and Home Visits call:  

07824506839
mark@hollywoodchiropody.co.uk 
www.hollywoodchiropody.co.uk

Hollywood Chiropody 1/2 page.indd   1 30/10/2019   12:58  

Quality, convenient and cost-effective repairs with a lifetime guarantee.

Call us today 07479 250 200 for a FREE estimate on repairs to bumper scuffs, 
paint scratches, minor dents and alloy wheels. Find out more at chipsaway.co.uk

“ Do they make
 shopping trolleys
 out of magnets?”

We don’t judge, we just fix it.
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Useful Services

Carl Bishton
Carpenter & Joiner
All aspects of bespoke 
joinery supplied and fitted

All interior and 
exterior carpentry

Please call me to arrange
a quotation
Tel: 01564 822811
Mobile: 07810 373899
Email: c-bishton@sky.com

• Doors
• Window Frames
• Staircases
•  Cabinets, Bookcases 
 and much more

• Skirting, Architrave
• Loft Hatches
• Door Fitting
• Fitted Wardrobes
•  Complete kitchen supply &
 fitting service available
• Decking & garden buildings
 designed and fitted

To advertise call Rachael on:  
07855 435 073                

Calling all 
Professionals!
Can you afford not to be in 
this directory?

DENNIS
PLUMBING & HEATING

• Boiler and full central heating 
installations, including LPG.

• All boiler makes installed, Worcester, 
Vaillant, Veissmann, Glowworm. 

• 10 years warranty available 
on some boilers.

• Breakdowns and service on 
boilers, fires and cookers.
• Power flushing service

Fully insured, Competitive Prices

Tel: Hollywood 0121 247 1363
Mobile: 07903 715 360

www.dennisplumbingandheating.co.uk
No.526189
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Useful Services

30  |  Cornfield Magazine

|   OUTDOORS

R & A 
Whether you require a complete garden redesign and build project, or wish to improve an area of 
your garden, we can come up with a cost-effective solution for making your visions a reality. 

Our family-owned business is founded on over 20 years of combined experience in the building and 
construction trade combined with reputable qualifications in horticulture. 

The services we offer include, paving and patios, brickwork, decking, traditional & artificial turf, 
driveway surfaces, Water features & ponds and design studio.

From an initial onsite visit, to job completion, we work with our customers on a one-to-one basis to 
ensure complete satisfaction. 

R & A Garden Landscaping is proud to deliver: friendly and professional service, award-winning 
work, highly skilled staff, clear and competitive rates, and free no obligation quotations. 

Get in touch with our expert team today! 

info@ra-gardenlandscape.co.uk
07411 619 228  -  0121 537 7273
www.ra-gardenlandscapes.co.uk
R & A Garden Landscapes Limited, 57 Rednal Mill Drive, Rednal, Birmingham, B45 8XZ

At R & A Garden Landscapes, we offer a wide range of design and build 
landscaping services across The West Midlands including Solihull, 
Stratford, Bromsgrove, Redditch and many other surroundings areas.

Garden Landscapes 

Solihull JULY 19.indd   30 19/06/2019   08:18
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Useful Services

 Tel: 0121 744 4144 opt 2

Call for more information

or email: louisel@smart-homes.co.uk

smarthomes sales
316 Stratford Road, Shirley,  

West Midlands B90 3DN

smarthomes
LETTINGS

Property Spotlight
Experience the difference for yourself with your  
local property professional Louise Lane.

sales • lettings • new homes • land • commercial • mortgages

Hazel Drive, Hollywood

Four Bedrooms, Stunning Extended Kitchen, En-suite  
Shower Room, Landscaped Rear Garden, Double Garage, 
Three Reception Rooms.

Hollywood

Hollywood

Hollywood

Hollywood

£575,000

£350,000

£365,000

£280,000

Wythwood Grove, Hollywood

Extended Semi Detached, Three Double Bedrooms, En-suite 
Shower Room, Conservatory, Well Presented, Utility Room.

Forest Way , Hollywood

New Build, Detached Bungalow, Open Plan Living,  
Two Bedrooms, En-suite, Pleasant Rear Garden.

Shawhurst Lane, Hollywood

Well Presented, Semi Detached, Three Bedrooms
Modern Kitchen, Guest W.C, Off Road Parking.

SH2146 - Louise Flyer - four property.indd   1SH2146 - Louise Flyer - four property.indd   1 24/08/21   12:03 PM24/08/21   12:03 PM
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Useful Services

01527 831700
66 Birmingham Road, 

Bromsgrove.
B61 0DD 

01564 822001
100 Alcester Road,

Wythall. 
B47 5HA

01527 547777
Birchfield House,

494 Evesham Road, Redditch. 
B97 5JF

0121 445 3422
12A Red Lion Street,

Alvechurch. 
B48 7LF

An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors

THOMAS BROTHERS
A family owned Funeral Directors, we provide a friendly, 

dignified service paying special attention to detail.

www.thomasbrothers.co.uk
A family concern
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Useful Services

Windows  |  Doors  |  Conservatories  |  Orangeries  |  Garden Rooms  |  Fascias & Soffits  |  Garage Doors

Remember when quality &  
customer service really  
meant something...

www.finesse-windows.co.uk

Finesse Windows Ltd
39 Melchett Rd, Kings Norton Business Centre
Birmingham, B30 3HP

...to us, it still does!
FOR NEARLY 40 YEARS, WE HAVE CARED ABOUT YOU... AND YOUR HOME
Book a FREE CONSULTATION on 0121 514 5270 or  
book online at www.finesse-windows.co.uk



Award Winning Landscaper
Free Quotaons

Top Quality Workmanship

Re-Designs / Make overs 

Fully Licenced & Insured

Only 1 Job Installed 
at a Time

We will work along side you, to create an attractive solution for your outdoor space.

www.turnerlandscapesrkc.co.uk        hello@turnerlandscapesrkc.co.uk

07833 215 412 Find us on

creating beautiful storage solutions

�tted wardrobes • home o�ce • bespoke furniture

•  Contemporary or traditional.
• Hinges or sliding.
• All made to measure.
• Sloping ceilings and awkward  
 shaped rooms.

• Quality furniture �tted to the  
 highest standard for over 
 25 years.

Hollywood Bedrooms

Call Neil
07861 64 50 54

www. hollywoodbedrooms.co.uk



Get Locked 
Local Locksmiths

• 24 hour emergency service
• No call out fee
• CRB / DBS checked
• UPVC mechanical specialists
• Free security evaluation

• Protect your home
• Security experts
• Fast friendly service
• 100’s of 5 star reviews

If you need a 24 HOUR LOCKSMITH, Get Locked are reliable experts trained in the latest health 
and safety regulations and are able to quickly handle any locksmith job or lockout situation. 

INFO@GETLOCKED.CO.UK    WWW.GETLOCKED.CO.UK

CALL NOW ON 07398 166 089

LOCAL EXPERT
LOCKSMITH

Get Locked FP.indd   1Get Locked FP.indd   1 19/02/2020   12:2119/02/2020   12:21
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September is the time to plan your 
spring bulb purchases. The best 
selections always sell out quickly and 
it’s frustrating when the prettiest 
crocuses and tulips are not available.

If you’re planting bulbs for the first time, or 
in a new area of the garden it helps to have a 
colour scheme in mind. In a boy-dominated 
house (three sons and a husband) I like to 
give some areas of my garden a more girly 
theme.  Tulips are great for this purpose (and 
are some of my favourite flowers). Try ‘La Belle 
Epoque’, which is a frothy peony-flowered 
tulip with pale coffee petals flushed with pink. 
I would contrast the texture of its showier 
blooms with another more traditional tulip, 
Pink Diamond’ or ‘Apricot Beauty’. If you’d 
prefer less ‘pretty’ and more drama try the 
almost-black ‘Paul Scherer’, which should 
flower in late April or early May and makes 
a good foil to the aforementioned Apricot 
Beauty, which flowers at the same time.

I garden on quite dry limey soil, and I’ve 
mentioned before my love affair with Bath 
Chatto’s planting schemes. Sadly, she died 
in 2018 but her gardens and trust continue 
and are well worth a visit. This year on their 
recommendation I’m trying Ornithogalum 
pyrenaicum, known poetically as the spiked 
star of Bethlehem, and more prosaically as 
Bath asparagus.. It has subtle, green flowers 

and grows to 50-60cm tall. It pairs well with 
silver-leaved plants like Stachys, which grows 
like a weed in my garden, and best of all, once 
established you can harvest it like asparagus. 

I like to plant up a few pots this month, 
for some late autumn and winter colour. 
I favour Rust-toned heucheras, paired 
with miniature grasses such as Carex 
buchananii; Oxblood-coloured ajuga, silver-
leaved thymes and small-leaved trailing 
ivies make great combinations too.

I have sempervivums shoved in crevices all 
over my garden. They are incredibly hardy 
and will survive all manner of frost and poor 
weather. We have a lovely sheltered sunny 
patio with a small table and chairs which 
is lovely to sit out on even in the winter. A 
few years ago, I started planting up shallow 
terracotta trays and a couple of old tin bowls 
with differing varieties of house leek. I mix 
one-part horticultural grit to one part peat-
free multipurpose compost for the planting 
mix, and make sure any container has lots 
of drainage. Handy tip - top dress with grit 
or stones if you don’t want the birds to start 
digging around scattering your planting mix 
and unearthing your plants! I learned the hard 
way! These little flat planting bowls make a 
lovely table display and also make wonderful 
birthday and…erm…Christmas gifts.

Garden View
Prepare for next spring
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www.smart-homes.co.uk

Shirley
316 Stratford Road, Shirley
West Midlands, B90 3DN

Dickens Heath
Ground Floor, 16 Lock House
Dickens Heath, B90 1UD

Based on 13 working weeks, 5 days per week, 8 hour days = 520 hours of business resulting in a move in every every 92 minutes.

Helping you make the smart move

Call now to speak to your 
local property professional
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