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YOUR PROPERTY?

Contact your local office today and book
your FREE, no obligation market appraisal

Wythall
01564-826555

www.wythalldirectory.com delivered FREE to 4500 homes

Daneés

ESTATE AGENTS



Danes

ESTATE AGENTS
ESTABLISHED 1990

BURNHAM ROAD, WYTHALL
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BURNHAM ROAD, WYTHALL

An excellent positioned three bedroomed modern
semi-detached house on the popular Parklands
development by Miller Homes in Wythall, briefly
comprising; hallway, modern kitchen, guest cloaks
w.c., lounge/diner, master bedroom with en-suite,
two further bedrooms, family bathroom, rear
garden, side driveway and open views.

Offers Around £325,000

www.melvyndanes.co.uk

ROWAN CLOSE, HOLLYWOOD

ROWAN CLOSE, HOLLYWOOD

This modern detached property built by

Messrs Bovis offers most versatile family
accommodation, briefly comprising; porch, guest
cloaks w.c. hallway, modern kitchen, lounge/
dining room, master bedroom with en-suite,
three further bedrooms, modern bathroom,
enclosed rear garden, garage and driveway.

Offers Around £475,000

CORBETT ROAD, HOLLYWOOD

CORBETT ROAD, HOLLYWOOD

A greatly extended three double bedroomed
detached family home in Hollywood, briefly
comprising; porch, hallway, lounge, extended
dining room and kitchen/diner, ground floor

w.c., three double bedrooms one with en-suite,
modern bathroom, integral garage, mature rear
garden and large front driveway. No upward chain.

Offers Around £500,00

NORTON LANE, WYTHALL

NORTON LANE, WYTHALL

An extended four bedroomed detached house with
potential for further extension briefly comprising;
entrance hall, extended lounge, extended dining
room, kitchen, utility, guest cloaks w.c., four
bedrooms, shower room, separate w.c., double
garage, large mature rear garden, extensive front
driveway, open views to the fore. No Upward Chain

Offers Around £600,000

Call Wythall to book a viewing 01564 826555

Qi rightmove cou

The UK's number one property website



1\ MAlN DISH* |

R NAN OR RICE i
& COFFEE™* |

s £4.00 extra per dish) :
~*(Plain Coffee)

73-75 May Lane, Hollywood @
Birmingham, B47 5PA

t: 01564 829 200
www.monsoon.restaurant m



Summeritime!

Welcome 1o the July edifion

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

At the time of writing this the sky is distinctly overcast
but here’s hoping by the time this reaches
you we are firmly in Summertime!

After all, there’s loads of great places to visit in the
local areq, which are so much more enjoyable if the
sun’s shining. If you want some inspiration on what's
onin the areq, then head to page 6 where you can
find out about fun runs and doggy brunches.

Wishing you a great month ahead. Until next month,

Jo&

Zoe Reece

Tel: 07557 220585

Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.wythalldirectory.com

THE LOCAL BUZZ

'WHAT'S GOING ON IN THE SOLIHULL AREA

What's aII the buzz about'

Want to get the most out of Solihull? T

Eﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁ

Enter competitions Discover local events ——
Find offers Find local businesses L=—11
Then visit www.thelocalbuzz.co.uk ?ﬁ = WE
E Locally designed by: hotlobster design Itd Printed by: Norwood Press }

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE
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landscape centre

. ou need to
_/Verythlng y akeover

ing garden m

trade and

Delivery
service
available

Delivery to
Hollywood
& Wythall
£6.00

-~

Open Monday to Friday 8.00 - 4.30 & Saturday 9.00 - 3.00 | Closed Sunday
Silver St. Wythall B47 6LZ Tel: 01564 826893 wythalllandscapecentre.co.uk



local events

community events

Wythall Cider
Festival

22nd July, 12pm-11pm
Raising funds for Wythall
Park, the festival features
music from Cheswick Green
Ukulele Orchestra and
Sophie Sinclair, sausages
by Lacey’s Craft Butchers
and a choice of 10+ ciders
alongside real ales, lagers,
wines and spirits. More
information from wythall-
park.org.uk or Facebook.

Doggy Brunch
29th July, The Limes,
Earlswood, Solihull

CALLING ALL DOG OWNERS.
Put Saturday 29th July 2023
in your diary 11am - 2pm. The
Limes first DOGGY BRUNCH
is coming and you cannot
miss out! They will have the
pawsecco flowing and the
doggy beer on draught -
Dogs eat free with every
Brunch paying human!
TICKETS are FREE but please
register at eventbrite.com

Now That’s

What | Call 90s

4th August, The Lake at
Barston, Barston, Solihull

90s BANGERS - Dance
classics meet pop anthems
- Rhythm is a dancer, 2 can
play that game, Free from
desire, What is Love?, | love
you baby, No Limits, Let me
be your fantasy plus, Keep
on Moving, Cotton Eye Joe,
Venga party, Mysterious Girl
etc. Tickets start from £27 and
include a 3 course Meal: see
www.thelakeatbarston.co.uk

Ricky Gervais

4th September, Utilita
Arena Birmingham

The one and only Ricky
Gervais brings his newest
live show Armageddon

to Birmingham! Gervais is
an award-winning stand-
up comedian, with six
infernational tours to date.
His live stand up show
‘Fame’ became the fastest
selling UK stand-up show in

LOCAL

WHAT'’S GOING ON IN THE SOLIHULL AREA

history. Tickets from www.
utilitaarenabham.co.uk/

Balsall Common
Fun Run

17th September

This local community
fundraising event, now in in
its ninth year, is organised

by local charity The Lily

Mae Foundation, to enable
participants to run in support
of local and national charities
and good causes. There

are Mini Runs for nursery

and primary aged children,
5K runs for Juniors and
Families, and 5K and 10K
Runs for Adults. To book your
place please visit: www.
stuweb.co.uk/event/4258

FOR DETAILS ON
MORE EVENTS
IN SOLIHULL
PLUS MUCH
MORE...

Check out our new website www.thelocalbuzz.co.uk

6 Mention the Wythall Directory when responding to advertisements



useful services

Plumbing &
Heating

James Long | jJameslongplumbing@gmaillcom | OFS72 2145981

All Aspects of Plumbing & Heating Undertaken

¢ Toilet Repairs

¢ Radiator Removal

¢ Bathroom Installations

¢ Boiler & Full Central Heating Installation
¢ Underfloor Heating

¢ Air Source Heat Pumps

IS Years City & Guilds Experience
¢ And Much More.. No Job Too Small
Call Dut 24 Hours a Day ﬂ y
iajm

J Kelly Gardening
& Fencing Services

* Fencing, sheds & shed removal e Firewood available

* Shed bases * Stump grinding

* Hedge trimming * Rubbish removal

* Grass cutting * Garden clearance

* Patio cleaning * Driveways

e Turf laying * Brick walls

* Tree removal and pruning * General maintenance

07718 620 226

Email: info@jkellygardeningservices.co.uk

i uf\jﬁﬁ 44}f§ﬂﬂ% M}% »ﬁﬁﬂf}? ik




SOLIHULL'S BIGGEST
ONE-STOP GARDEN
& LANDSCAPE CENTRE

— =l
W)
& U

FENCING ¢ GATES ¢ SHEDS * PAVING
TOPSOIL ¢ TURF  GRAVELS
PLANTS ¢« SHRUBS ¢ TREES » TOOLS
COFFEE SHOP and much more!

PLUS! Over 15 concessions ranging from
a professional photographer to a dog groomer!

JoNouR  PRIVILEGE CLUB

F RE E AND SAVE 5% ON ALL PURCHASES*
SIGN UP ONLINE TODAY
| R BUY OR BROWSE CHAT WITH OUR
ONLINE ANYTIME 4 FRIENDLY TEAM
ﬂ EARLSWOOD GARDEN & LANDSCAPE CENTRE OPEN 7 DAYS
FORSHAW HEATH ROAD, EARLSWOOD, SOLIHULL, B94 5JU

Mon to Fri 7:30am - 5pm
www.earlswoodglc.co.uk | t. 01564 702 314 Saturday 8am - Spm
Follow us: @EarlswoodGLC § W [&] Sunday 10am - 4pm




useful services

Ef/ STU’S LOFT FREE
No Obligation Quote

10 year Manufacturer Warranty

Installing Loft Ladders Since 2008

BARGES
YOUNGMAN

-

Top quality 3 section aluminium

loft ladder professionally fitted with “B““
pivot arm, hand rail, wide flat treads

for comfort and rubber feet. Loft

hatch included. m}whnrpe

We also install loft flooring and boarding
Redditch - Solihull - Stratford-Upon-Avon
Worcester - Warwick - Birmingham - Evesham

Tel: 01527 850295 - Mobile: 07712 327889

stuart@stusloftladders.co.uk - www.stusloftladders.co.uk -

RO

DELUXE ROOFING

RODOFING AT IT'§ BEST

All guttering cleaned and repaired from £49.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based in Solihull, West
Midlands with many years experience. Deluxe Roofing Ltdis a professional,
reliable roofing company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

* New Roofs ° Flat Roofs  Minor Repairs ° Fascias and Guttering
e Insurance Work » Moss Removal * Rebedding of Ridge Tiles  Chimneys
* Valleys ¢ All Guttering Cleaned and serviced from £39.99

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61

UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND

(MIDLANDS BRANCH), COVENTRY, SHIRLEY WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK
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A CLUB FOR ALL

Hollywood Golf Club

Membership Categories 2023 - 2024
Tel No: 0121 430 B544 email: secretary@hollywoodgolf.co.uk

FAMILY FULL
£1900

2 parents

2 children (U18)

7 days a week

New Members are welcome at Hollywood Golf Club

Thank you for your interest in us, if you have any questions FAMILY 5 DAY
regarding membership please email our secretary Debbie at a0

2 parants

secretary@hollywoodgolfclub.co.uk

There is currently no Joining Fee here at Hollywood, however we are Zchilaren (V18]
predicting this will return for 2024 -25. Our aim is to make golf as affordable
as possible, and provide our Membership with a club they will enjoy.

Monday to Friday

We believe our categories provide excellent value and hope you choose to
join us (Full Breakdown on following page).

o|lo |
MEMBERSHIP

7 DAY (26+) 5 DAY POINTS FOR U1g’s
Golf is a fantastic
Play 7 days a week Play Monday to Friday Busy lifestyle? sport for children to
Enter Club Enter midweek Try our Points learn a game for

Competlr_uons (_,ornpguuong I'ﬂQ!‘I‘IDQr'Shlp life




Goods

Carpets & Flooring Ltd

Local Family Business. Established 1939

» Carpets » Contract & Domestic
* Cushioned Vinyls  * Tiles
» Safety Flooring » Karndean

We offer uplifting and disposal of old carpets

moving furniture and easing of doors!

All our fitters are employed & we are NICF Retailer Members

Il L @ Karndean
e it et |

Designflooring

OPEN
Mon to Fri 8.30 - Spm
Saturday 9.00 - 2.00pm

812 Alcester Road South, Birmingham B14 SHH
Tel: 0121 430 5289

FREE ESTIMATES AND SAMPLES SERVICE




Approved Health Care Provider for

Equanimity CBT

Wassell Grove Lane, Hagley.
Day and Evening Appointments Available

Contact: enquiries@equanimitycbt.co.uk
Telephone 0844 693 1282 for a

free 15 minute telephone consultation.
B.A.B.C.P. Accredited CBT Psychotherapist.

AXA-PPP, Aviva, BUPA, Allianz, CIGNA, Simply Health and WPA.

PSYCHOLOGICAL THERAPY.
PRIVATE HEALTH CARE.

Equanimity CBT provides Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) which is the therapy of choice in
the NHS for common emotional, behavioural and mental health problems. It is also available
privately and through health insurance. Corporate referrals are also accepted.

Work related stress? Anxiety? Depression? Low self esteem? Compulsive behaviours?
OCD? Anger management? Emotion regulation difficulties? Adolescent behavioural
problems? Aggressive driving? Panic attacks? Phobias? Emotional distress?

readyVy

S

www.equanimitycbt.co.uk

fox

'

Summer Tech!

f you want to be the

host with the most this

summer | have two
recommendations for you.

First up is the Ooni Karu 12,

a multi-fuel outdoor pizza
oven. This portable pizza
oven, which can be fired

by wood or gas was the hit
of our summer lost year.

We used ours for a backyard
birthday, two camping trips,
at the beach and random
summer Saturdays. The pizzas
are delicious with an authentic
stone-baked taste, while the
fact its multi-fuel provides
flexibility and convenience.

It had surprisingly high heat
retention for its size and price
which resulted in perfectly
crispy crusts and delectably
melted tfoppings. It definitely
made us feel like accomplished
hosts, and everyone enjoyed
topping their own pizzas.

Highly recommended.

Next | want to give a shout out
to the Ninja CREAMIi Ice Cream
& Frozen Dessert Maker. | was
gifted one for my birthday

by my husband who knows |
am an ice-cream-aholic. It's
not cheap at nearly £200 but
when you consider that a small
tub of Ben and Jerry’s is now

Take pizza to the next level

around £5 it will pay for itself in
20 weeks at one tub a week...
and we are definitely more

than a one tub a week family!

NOTE | am not dffiliated with
either company. These are
my own recommendations.




useful services

>»VEHICLE GRAPHICS
> DIGITAL PRINTING

*»SIGNS

For more information please contact us on the below
Tel: 01564 B22 465
a. er www.bakerward.co.uk
W sales@bakerward.co.uk
ard .« The Harmpton wiors Alcssie Hoad
“ 1. - — . - - i E

tallation Bathing a problem? We can help

* Easy accessible wet room showering
* Rapid bath out walk-in shower conversions
* Back to a warm deep soak with a walk-in bath

* Making bathing safer with simple changes;
Grab rails, shower seats, raised WCs & slip resistant
safety flooring

* Council (DFG), SSAFA and charity grants quotes
available

* Discounts for over 60s and ex-service personnel

+ Call for our friendly advice, free survey and quote

o 01564 336918

cabinet or - info@ installations.co.uk www. installations.
hlg h raised *Terms and conditions apply.

toilet with any

full bathroom  Trustpilot
installation CODOD s

- AHM is rated Excellent
L T N
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DENTURE
CLINIC
BIRMINGHAM

New Cosmetic Dentures

FREE CONSULTATION

Denture
Repairs
while
you
wait

I'he Old Surgery, 14 Cole Bank Road

Hall Green, Birmingham Bz8 SEX

M Evans GDC NO: 125164

HOLLYWOOD /, ==:=:.

TRAVEL

TIME TO EXPLORE WITH E;;,!L,E;r:
HOLLYWQOD TRAVEL i

.~ 30YEARS -4

0121436 6263
OFFICE@HOLLYWOODTRAVEL.CO.UK
WWW.HOLLYWOODTRAVEL.CO.UK

useful services

| R Cortot Duies lyncboapes

Whiy not invest in anew drivewsny or patio to
enhance the appearance and acdd value
to your property?

Clag & Block Pioding « Patics

Tarmescing (red or black)
Lundscaping » Fercing » Graved
Hrickswork: - Slnbbing

Property Repairs

Roafing Repairs

Driveswny Mairdersnoe (prossume cheaning
& seading - weed froe)h

www.centraldrivewayslimited.com

LRI ol Partnsy Bermingtam lusmes Par. Sobtall. Brmrgham 537 10

et vt oy For m FREE. guotabion

T: M2 7021456 M: Q7748 5TT6ET

Micfinel coengrablfiiclinad. tom

CARL BISHTON

CARPENTER & JOINER

ALL ASPECTS OF BESPOKE
JOINERY SUPPLIED AND FITTED

DOORS

WINDOW FRAMES
STAIRCASES
CABINETS, BOOKCASES
AND MUCH MORE

ALL INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR CARPENTRY

e SKIRTING, ARCHITRAVE

e LOFT HATCHES

e DOOR FITTING

e FITTED WARDROBES

e COMPLETE KITCHEN SUPPLY &
FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE

® DECKING & GARDEN BUILDINGS
DESIGNED AND FITTED

PLEASE CALL ME TO ARRANGE
A QUOTATION

TEL: 01564 822811
MOBILE: 07810 373899
EMAIL: C-BISHTON@SKY.COM

15



Paving &
Landscaping

DRIVEWAYS & LANDSCAPE SOLUTIONS

We pride ourselves on

* Clay & Block Paving * Tarmacing (red or Biack) our high standards of
« Patios * Brickwork ¢ Slabbing « Gravel * Landscaping sl

* Fencing * Property Repairs * Roofing Repairs We will beat any

2 D_._ﬁm...........m{ Maintenance (pressure cleaning & Sealing - weed free)

like for like genuine
written quote

0121 652 0145 = s sonFacsoos I3

01926 674 782 ™
M: 07961 358 367
E:projectspaving@icloud.com

To see our current range of work carried out in your local 328 Alcester Road
Wythall B47 6JR

area please visit www.projectspaving.co.uk




ANDY B
INSTALLATIONS
Ex Woodwork Teacher
& Lecturer in Carpentry & Joinery

For all your Woodworking requirements

Fitted Kitchens
Internal « External doors
Bespoke Furniture

Worktop cutout service available.

CALL
M: 07941396 749

View work pictures on Facebook
Andy B Installations

Mindbenders

Can you find the hidden phrases?

HAND ¢==
HAND

ﬁummg

P 0 sy
U oww ey

GET

answers on page 26

useful services

DENNIS

PLUMBING & HEATING

® Boiler and full central heating
installations, including LPG.
e All boiler makes installed, Worcester,
Vaillant, Veissmann, Glowworm.
¢ 10 years warranty available
on some boilers.
® Breakdowns and service on
boilers, fires and cookers.
¢ Power flushing service
¢ Vaillant approved installer

12 year guarantee on Worcester 8000 boilers

Fully insured, Competitive Prices

Tel: Hollywood 0121 247 1363
Mobile: 07903 715 360 Fsafe

26189

www.dennisplumbingandheating.co.uk

Rightio
Plumbers

0121 206 3761

OUR SERVICES

v/ Boiler Breakdowns
v/ Boiler Servicing

v/ Radiators & Pipes
v/ Tanks & Cylinders
v/ Toilets & Taps

/ Leaks & Bursts

v/ Showers

v/ Clearing Blockages

We work in
Wythall, Hollywood,
Headley Heath,
Druids Heath & all
surrounding areas

V' Pipework Replacement

 [Fek e v Gas Safe Certified

v All Work Guaranteed
Vv Highly Experienced
Vv Clear Pricing

»12Month < {» OAP » 1-2 Hour «

guarantee SD;e?kutr: Response
on labour! time!

1

us today! 650921

17



competition time

COMPETITI

Win 2 tickets to
Henry’s Blueshouse,
The Melvin Hancox Band ;5o

If you like your blues/rock played with more psychedelic experience and imagination than most,

The Melvin Hancox Band should not be missed. Melvin has had material played on the BBC, on Rick
Wakeman'’s Planet Rock Show, and has appeared on live sessions on mainstream national radio. Through
various permutations he has worked with Ray Phillips, Savoy Brown, Canned Heat, Kex Gorin: Magnum’s
Mick Bonham (yes related) and Ace Kefford, whilst going on fo write, produce and release six highly
original albums fronting his own trio as well as solo offerings.

How to enter

For your chance to win, email zoe@dorridgedirectory.com with the subject line Melvin and you will
be added to our database to receive our monthly e-newsletter about offers and events in Solihull.
The winners will be notified by email after the closing date of 10 August 2023. There is no cash value
nor exchanges for the prizes.

18 Mention the Wythall Directory when responding fo advertisements



useful services

We can help
reduce your
energy bills

& save money by
Externally
Insulating your
home

Externally insulating your

home will also make it
cosier in winter and
cooler in summer. it will
“4 also totally transform
the look of your home
and add to it’s value

Tel: 02476 345554 oty

www.rockwarm.co.uk
Trident Business Park, 4 Holman Way, Nuneaton, CV11 4PN

Has Your Double
Glazing Steamed Up?

We can SAVE your windows!

All glazing backed by our
SAVE & ti =
money, energy & time Which?
Trusbed trader
Replace the pane, not the frame a2

Trusted Trader

Your local trusted expert j Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

[ Priority freephone

CD Zciik g s 0800 6121118
.0 www.cloudy2clear.com

SAVE money - SAVE energy - SAVE Y i

19




Choose the right sunhat

hen it comes
to protecting
ourselves from

the harmful effects of the
sun, a reliable sunhat is an
indispensable accessory.
While fashion may play a
role in our choice, it is crucial
to prioritize the protective
aspects of your head gear.
Wide Brim: A wide brim helps
shield your face, neck, and
ears from direct sunlight,
minimizing the risk of sunburn
and long-term damage
caused by UV radiation.

Opt for a hat with a brim
that extends at least three

inches (7.5cm) all around,
providing ample coverage.
UPF (Ultraviolet Protection
Factor) Rating: Did you know
that any hat marketed as a
‘sunhat’ has to have a UPF
rating? UPF measures the
level of UV radiation that can
penetrate the fabric. Look for
sunhats with a high UPF ratfing,
ideally, one with a UPF rating
of 50+ as this will block more
than 98% of harmful UV rays.
Fit: Finally make sure you
choose the right size! A
too-tight hat can cause a
headache, while one that’s
too loose can be annoying. If

you plan to be out in the wind
look for hats with adjustable
chin straps or drawstrings.
People with thin hair are

more susceptible to sun-
related skin cancers on

their head. A good sunhat
can save your life.

Choose the perfect pair of summer shorts

hen | was a feen
| was convinced
| shouldn’t wear

shorts unless | was a skinny
size 6. As an adult | now know
that’s total rubbish. There

are shorts for every size and
shape, the trick is to pick

the right pair for you. A style
that flatters your body shape
and enhances your best

features will make you feel
confident and comfortable.
Pear-Shape: Your hips are
wider than your shoulders
and you probably have a
neat waist, so choose shorts
with a slight flare or A-line
silhouette. These will help to
balance your proportions.
Look for mid-rise shorts that
sit on the natural waist,
as they accentuate the
waistline and create a nice
hourglass. Styles without
pockets look more slimline.
Hourglass: The hourglass
shape is supposedly ideal but
Women with an hourglass
figure can feel self-conscious
in skimpier summer clothes,
especially if they are curvier.

If you are longer-waisted,
high-waisted shorts are
particularly flattering, as they
accentuate the waistline
and highlight your curves
without creating bulges.
Shorter-wasted hourglass
figures often feel ‘cut-in
half* when they wear shorts,
especially if they have a fuller
bust, so opt for shorts without
a defined waistband, and
wear a slightly fitted top that
doesn’t need to be tucked
in .A-line styles or skorts work
really well with this shape.

By embracing your body
shape and choosing
shapes that flatter, you'll
rock your shorts with
confidence this summer.
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mmm Mark O’Sullivan

HOLLYWOOD CHIROPODY
PODIATRIST

Hollywood Medical Practice
Beaudesert Rd, Hollywood, Birmingham, B47 5DP

For clinics and Home Visits call:

07824506839

mark@hollywoodchiropody.co.uk
www.hollywoodchiropody.co.uk

fitted wardrobes - home ofﬁce . bespoke furnlture

Call Neil
07861 64 50 54




crossword

clues

Across
1 Refuse Collector (7
5 Brown ink (5)
& Destructive fire, blaze (13)
9 Hand tool (3)
10 Church state (%)

12 Speeding, competing (6)

13 Dhverse (6)

15 Freak out, lose it (2,7)

16 Social insect (3)

18 Condition caused by toxic paint
and dust (4,9)

20 Inspection, investigation (5)

21 Conference, discussion (7)

1 Agquatic birds (5) 4 Small lump of gold (6) 11 Lecture hall (9)
2 Advertising worn by a 5 Ocean (3) 12 Finery (7)
person (8,5} 6 Transferring from 14 Hijinks (6)
3 Hormone produced at public ownership (13) 17 Big cat (5)
night (9) 7 Bothered, miffed (7) 19 Place somewhere (3)

answer on page 26

4 K how to play

gE 1 sudoku

1 4 5 It's simple!

Fillin the grid so that each row, column
8 9 7 and 3x3 box, contains the numbers

3 1 through to 9 with no repetition.

You don't need to be a genius. These
2 puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.

answer on page 26
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A Delightfully Quirky Affair

Pack up a hamper, it’s National Picnic Month!

h, the British
picnic! That
delightful
fradition
combining
outdoor dining with
unpredictable weather,
and an assortment of
eccentricities. The main
ingredients for a truly
fraditional British picnic are,
a dash of optimism, a splash
of stoicism, a sprinkling of
humour and a tiny pinch
of disappointment.
First and foremost, there is the
weather dance. No discussion
about picnics in our green
and pleasant land would be
complete without someone
looking upwards dubiously,
sucking their cheeks in, and
saying, ‘Looks like rain.” As
a nation we have mastered
the art of packing for all four
seasons in a single picnic
basket. From sweltering
sun to sudden showers, we
have evolved into experts at
adaptive picnic planning. If
there was an ‘official British
Picnic checklist’ it would
include sunscreen, insect
repellent, a thick sweater an
umbrella and a pac-a-mac!
Every Brit is born knowing
exactly what a picnic should
look like: a wicker hamper,
a checked picnic blanket,

and an array of finger foods
including dainty cucumber
sandwiches, iced buns and
freshly baked scones with
clotted cream and jam, all
washed down with ginger
beer. This is because Enid
Blyton and her Famous Five
have somehow entered our
collective subconscious, but
we have been cruelly lied
to. In reality it’s usually slightly
curled ham and cheese
sandwiches dispensed from
a Tupperware tub along with
a packet of crisps, some
soggy custard creams, and
lukewarm orange squash

or (equally lukewarm)

wine for the grown-ups.
Games are compulsory at a
British picnic. People whose
idea of exercise for the rest
of the year is getting up
from the sofa to answer the
front door, suddenly get all
competitive and suggest a

game of rounders, or croquet,

or French cricket! This quickly
descends into arguments
about who is on which team,
who gets (or shouldn’t get)
Grandma, and whether there
should be second chances

at hitting a ball. But it's all
about the friendly competition
and the odd black eye

is just part of the fun.

But us Brits know that all the
shenanigans is just a warm-
up for the main event. As

the afternoon rolls on, the
fime nears for the one British
fradition everyone looks
forward to, Pimms o’clock. This
refreshing cocktail, filled with
fruits, herbs, and a splash of
gin, is the quintessential picnic
libation. As the glasses clink
and laughter fills the air, the
frue spirit of the British picnic
finally comes alive. It’s a time
o relax, enjoy the company
of friends and loved ones,
and revel in the joy of this
whimsical outdoor affair.
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Tangerine

by Christine Mangan

Tangerine is a gripping

psychological thriller set in

the 1950s that follows the

tfumultuous friendship between

two women, Alice Shipley

and Lucy Mason, and the

dark secrets that bind them.
Alice Shipley is a fragile

and reclusive young woman

who resides in Tangier, Morocco, with her

husband, John. She is haunted by a fragic

incident from her college days. One day

she receives an unexpected visit from Lucy

Mason, her former roommate and estranged

friend, whom she hasn’t seen in over a year.
Lucy’s arrival triggers a series of unsettling

events. Alice is plunged info a state of paranoia

and uncertainty over her visitor’s ambiguous

infentions and begins to question Lucy’s motives.

As the narrative unfolds, it becomes clear that
both Alice and Lucy are harbouring secrets
and that their past is deeply intertwined.

When something momentous happens under
suspicious circumstances, tensions escalate
and Alice must confront the fruth about her
past, the nature of her friendship with Lucy, and
the frue identity of the people around her.

Mangan skilful storytelling delves into themes
of obsession, identity, and betrayal. The infense
atmosphere of Tangier serves as a backdrop for
the complex relationship between Alice and
Lucy. A gripping cat-and-mouse game unfolds,
with high stakes, and a shocking revelation.

Tangerine is a gripping and atmospheric
thriller that explores the dark corners of
friendship and the consequences of deceit.

The Buried Crown

by Ally Sherrick

The yearis 1940, and
George Penny is
evacuated from London
to live with his Aunt May
in the countryside. While
exploring the nearby ruins
of an old castle, George
discovers a hidden
underground chamber.
Inside, he stumbles upon
a medieval crown that
belonged to King Alfred
the Great, the legendary
English king.

But George soon realizes that the crown is
more than just arelic. It is rumoured to possess
mystical powers and is sought after by a group
of sinister individuals, known as the Skull brothers,
who are determined to use it for their own
nefarious purposes.

With the help of a brave and resourceful girl
named Kitty, George embarks on a dangerous
quest to keep the crown safe from the Skull
brothers. Along the way, they encounter secret
codes, ancient riddles, and unexpected allies.
Their journey takes them across the English
countryside, from hidden tunnels to perilous cliffs,
as they race against time to protect the crown
and prevent it from falling into the wrong hands.

As George and Kitty unravel the secrets
surrounding the crown, they uncover a deeper
connection to King Alfred and his legacy. The
fate of the crown becomes intertwined with their
own personal journeys of courage, friendship,
and discovering the frue meaning of heroism.
Sherrick’s fast-paced prose writing will keep her
young readers on the edge of their seafs.
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offers everything a

business needs in this

Bespoke content managed websites, SEQ, social media management,
print management, logo design, clothing, copy writing and much more

_Q

Not ,,
design - marketing - web - print @
0121 369 1977

www.hotlobster.uk.com



FOR DETAILS ON
MORE EVENTS

LOCAL IN SOLIHULL

WHAT’S GOING ON IN THE SOLIHULL AREA PLUS MUCH

MORE...

Check out our new website www.thelocalbuzz.co.uk

Solution to Mind benders ADVERTISE IN THIS
1. The upper hand 01564 823149 PUBLICATION
2. Split second fming
3. Get over it
01564 823 281 Contact Zoe Reece
from page 17 office@wythall-park.org.uk on 07557 220585 /

zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

4|9|3|8|7|2|1|6]|5
2|6|8|5/4|1|3|9|7
1]7/s|e|9|a]ala]2 for wythall & hollywood
7l1]|6]2]|3]a]a]|5]s Telephone: 101
Bl4[(9]|1)/5|7]|2([3|86
Health
513/219/8|64417 11 NHS non-emergency 111
3|2/11416|5}71819 Wychall Lane Surgery 0121 628 2345
915/7)312|8)6114 Hollywood Medical Practice 01564 822642
Elaj4af7|1]|9]512]3 Hollyoaks Medical Centre 01564 823182
from page 22 Council - .
Bromsgrove District Council
(main switchboard) 01527 881288
Bromsgrove District Council
(emergency out of hours) 01527 871565
Utilities
Electricity power cut 105
Gas leak 0800 111 9999
Severn Trent Water
(main switchboard) 024 7771 5000
Severn Trent Water (emergencies) 0800 783 4444
Travel
National Rail Enquiries 03457 48 49 50
First Bus Worcestershire 0345 646 0707

from page 22
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What is value for money?
At Finesse Windows its...

The

Installed
RIGHT
solution RIGHT

for you P every time

Tens of
Thousands of
Local Customers
can’t be

WRONG

* NO FALSE PRICE GIMMICKS OR HARD SALES TECHNIQUES
» FULLY CERTIFIED INSTALLATION TEAM

(4
+ 1-to-1 CUSTOMER SERVICE OVER YOUR COMPREHENSIVE
10 YEAR WARRANTY & INSURANCE BACKED GUARANTEE

WINDOWS « THE BEST WINDOWS & DOORS COMPANY IN THE WEST MIDLANDS

AT FINESSE WE DO IT RIGHT

FREE DESIGN CONSULTATION & QUOTATION

0121 514 5270

www.finesse-windows.co.uk

Open Weekdays 9am to 5pm
(Thursday till 7pm),
Saturdays 10am to 4pm,

& Sunday 9am to 11am

39 Melchett Rd,
Kings Norton, Birmingham,
B30 3HP

WINDOWS | DOORS | CONSERVATORIES | ORANGERIES | PORCHES | GARAGE DOORS | FASCIAS & SOFFITS

s LB
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24 HOUR LOCKSMITH SERVICES

Slélcureswre LECKFIT

aid PuDIL

s'é??:'#gswm

Wwwhomesacurstore couk

« Approved suppliers of Ultion and Apecs 3

We are Star anti snap locks
a |OCG | +  Repair/Supply and fit of windows and
b u Sl Ness doors — Certass Approved

1 + Misted Glass replacement
supporting | P
w th " & +  Repair/Supply and fit of all types of

y d Garage doors

HOIIYWOOd * Key cutting including high security

0121 663 6277] 07368 508936
www.homesecurestore.co.uk

1835 Pershore Road, Cotteridge, Birmingham, B30 3DJ
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