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wythall directory
april 2025

a community magazine and business directory
for residents of wythall & hollywood

www.wythalldirectory.com delivered FREE to 4500 homes

WWW.MELVYNDANES.CO.UK

HAPPY
EASTER

Get moving this Easter
with Melvyn Danes
Call now for a FREE valuation

01564 826555
321 Alcester Road, Wythall B47 5HJ



www.melvyndanes.co.uk
ESTABLISHED 1990

Call Wythall to book a viewing 01564 826555
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SHAWHURST CROFT, HOLLYWOOD 
A superbly presented three bedroom link 
detached house in this most convenient & 
pleasant cul de sac in Hollywood.  Briefly 
comprising; porch, lounge, kitchen, dining room, 
utility room, guest w.c. three bedrooms, shower 
room, front driveway, garage and rear garden.

SHAWHURST CROFT, HOLLYWOOD

INNISFREE CLOSE, WYTHALL
An ideal location for this modern three bedroom 
end town house just off station road in Wythall, 
briefly comprising; hallway, kitchen dining/family 
room, study, guest wc, master bedroom with 
en-suite, lounge, two further double bedrooms 
on 2nd floor with family bathroom, front driveway, 
garage and rear garden.

INNISFREE CLOSE, WYTHALL

PASTURES DRIVE, TIDBURY GREEN

NO UPWARD CHAIN.

NO UPWARD CHAIN. NO UPWARD CHAIN.

PASTURES DRIVE, TIDBURY GREEN 
A superb executive four bedroom detached 
house.  Briefly comprising; Reception hall, 
kitchen/dining area, utility room, family room, 
lounge, study, guest w.c., master bedroom with 
dressing room and en-suite, guest bedroom 
with en-suite, two further bedrooms, family 
bathroom, double garage with driveway and 
rear garden.

Offers Around £750,000

Offers Around £350,000Offers Around £365,000

BRAMLEY DRIVE, HOLLYWOOD  
A well presented three bedroom link 
detached house in this quiet cul de sac on 
the popular Hollywood grange development, 
briefly comprising; hallway, lounge, kitchen, 
conservatory, three bedrooms, family 
bathroom, garage, front driveway and rear 
garden.

BRAMLEY DRIVE, HOLLYWOOD

Offers Around £375,000



GOLF & SOCIAL MEMBERSHIP

Hollywood Golf Club
www.hollywoodgolfclub.co.uk

For subs prices or further details please contact our Secretary. 
Tel: 0121 430 8544 option 1 or Email: 
secretary@hollywoodgolfclub.co.uk

We offer full 7 day @ £1475, 5 day @ £1250 and 
Points Membership @ £650. (Plus £24 union & Ins)
Pro rata if joining throughout the year. Monthly payments can be arranged

Not a golfer? Then consider Social Membership at £60 per year

Have you an event to organise?
Our Lounge, overlooking the course, is perfect for Parties or 

Funeral Wakes. Free room hire for 2025 and 
Buffets start at £9.50pp. 

www.melvyndanes.co.uk
ESTABLISHED 1990

Call Wythall to book a viewing 01564 826555

MD A5 Prop Temps.pdf   1   5/03/15   2:30 pm

SHAWHURST CROFT, HOLLYWOOD
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editor’s note

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE

Locally designed by: hotlobster design ltd Printed by: Norwood Press 

Welcome to the April edition… 

I hope you enjoy your lovely long Bank Holiday 
weekend – whether you’re planning on relaxing 
at home, jetting off on a long-awaited break, 
or are just going to use the time to catch up on 
all those jobs that never seem to get done. 

And if you need help sorting out that never-
ending list, why not see if some of the people and 
businesses who advertise in here can help you. 
Whether you need your roof fixed, the kitchen 
updated, your washing machine repaired, the house 
decorated, or a new carpet, there’s lots of lovely 
local and helpful people in here who can help. 

Zoe Reece 
Tel: 07557 220585
Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.wythalldirectory.com

Have an Eggsellent 
Easter!!

ADVERTISE IN THIS DIRECTORY 

GET THE WORD OUT

GOT SOMETHING 
TO SHOUT ABOUT?

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com



OFFER:

MONDAY & 
TUESDAY 

ANY STARTER
ANY MAIN DISH*

ANY NAN OR RICE
& COFFEE**

E A T  .  D R I N K  .  R E L A X

£16.00PP
*(Fish, Lamb Shank

& King Prawns

£4 extra per dish)

** (Plain Coffee)

YEARS
2003-2023

MONSOON
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local events

The Importance 
of being Earnest       
15 May

The Core Theatre      

Having finished its sold-out 

run at the National Theatre 

in January, this spectacular 

adaptation of Oscar Wilde’s 

most celebrated comedy 

comes to the big screen at 

The Core Theatre. Call 0121 

704 6962 to book. 

Olly Murs           
16 and 24 May 
BP Pulse Live, NEC                    
Fresh from his nationwide 
tour as special guest to Take 
That last year, Olly Murs has 
announced a massive UK 
Arena tour! Get ready to party 
with a set that features all the 
hits and more! Blue will be 
special guests on this must-see 
Arena tour which comes to bp 
pulse LIVE in May 2025! Tickets 
from www.bppulselive.co.uk

Nature Craft for 
Adults                           
19 May, 10.30am – 12.30
Parkridge Café, Brueton Park         
Spend two hours at the 
beautiful Parkridge Nature 
Reserve in Solihull creating 
nature inspired arts and 
crafts. No experience needed 
as all crafts are aimed at 

beginners. All resources 

supplied and session price 

(£10) includes bottomless tea 

and coffee. Tickets from www.

warwickshirewildlifetrust.org.uk

 

Bon Jovi / Bryan 
Adams Tribute 
Night                
28 June 

Royal British Legion Shirley

Get ready to rock out to the 

iconic hits of Bon Jovi and 

Bryan Adams at this Tribute 

Night! Whether you’re coming 

alone or with friends, you’re in 

for an unforgettable evening 

filled with great music and 

good vibes. Tickets from www.

ticketsource.co.uk

Knowle VE80 
Celebrations            
10 May 

Knowle High Street  

Once again Knowle High 

Street is going to be the hub 

of a great community event, 

joining other towns and 

villages coming together to 

unite to celebrate 80 years 

of peace since the end of 

World War II in Europe. Enjoy 

an artisan market, community 

stalls, street food, and a mix 

of performances from local 

dance schools, musicians and 

tribute acts to the 1940’s.

community events
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Mark O’Sullivan
HOLLYWOOD CHIROPODY 

PODIATRIST

Hollywood Medical Practice
Beaudesert Rd, Hollywood, Birmingham, B47 5DP

For clinics and Home Visits call:  

07824506839
mark@hollywoodchiropody.co.uk 
www.hollywoodchiropody.co.uk

Hollywood Chiropody 1/2 page.indd   1 30/10/2019   12:58

GET THE MOST OUT OF SOLIHULL
Looking for ideas on where to eat?
Want to know where to shop for menswear / jewellery / furniture…?
In search of a plumber / accountant / builder / solicitor…?

Visit www.hellosolihull.co.uk for 
a comprehensive list of shops, 
restaurants, hotels and 
businesses in Solihull.

www.hellosolihull.co.uk 
hello@hellosolihull.co.uk 

07557 220585 



Is your pet protected?
The main way we can keep 
our furry friends healthy and 
happy is by ensuring they 
are vaccinated against 
infectious diseases.

For the first few weeks 
of their lives, puppies and 
kittens are protected from 
infections by their mother’s 
milk, as long as she has been 
regularly vaccinated. However, 
after this time they will need 
regular vaccinations.

Here are the main diseases 
that pets are routinely 
vaccinated against:

Dogs – canine parvovirus, 

canine distemper virus, 
leptospirosis, and infectious 
canine hepatitis. Dogs may 
need a kennel cough vaccine 
if they will be spending any 
time in kennels. This protects 
against parainfluenza virus and 
bordetella bronchiseptica. 

If you are taking your dog 
abroad, they may also need to 
be vaccinated against rabies.

Cats – feline infectious 
enteritis, feline herpes 
virus, feline calicivirus and 
feline leukaemia virus 
(if they are at risk).

Many of these diseases 
are now thankfully very rare, 
but if an animal does catch 
one, they can be difficult and 
expensive to cure, or even fatal. 

Your vet will give you a card 
to record when vaccinations 
are given. They should also 
remind you when boosters are 
due. Protect your Pet this month!

National Pet Month 
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• New Roofs • Flat Roofs • Minor Repairs • Fascias and Guttering 
• Insurance Work • Moss Removal • Rebedding of Ridge Tiles • Chimneys 

• Valleys • All Guttering Cleaned and Repaired from £49.99

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based 
in Solihull, West Midlands with many years experience. 

Deluxe Roofing Ltd is a professional, reliable roofing 
company with unrivalled expertise in the industry.

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61
MIDLANDS BRANCH
UNIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90 3ND WWW.DELUXEROOFINGLTD.CO.UK

FREE LISTING TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS
All Solihull businesses, or those who work in the area, can claim a 
free online listing
Visit www.hellosolihull.co.uk/add-a-listing/
Add your details, choose an 
upgrade option if you wish, 
and we’ll publish your details. 

It’s that simple!

www.hellosolihull.co.uk 
hello@hellosolihull.co.uk 

07557 220585 
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useful services

FREE 
No Obligation Quote 

10 year Manufacturer Warranty

Tel: 01527 850295 • Mobile: 07712 327889
stuart@stusloftladders.co.uk • www.stusloftladders.co.uk

Installing Loft Ladders Since 2008

We also install loft fl ooring and boarding

All types of loft ladders 
professionally installed.
Top quality 3 section aluminium 
loft ladder professionally fi tted with 
pivot arm, hand rail, wide fl at treads 
for comfort and rubber feet. Loft 
hatch included.

Areas that we cover?
• Redditch • Solihull • Stratford-Upon-Avon
• Worcester • Warwick • Birmingham • Evesham
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G
rowing a herb 
garden is a 
rewarding 
and practical 
way to 

add fresh flavours to your 
cooking while enhancing 
an outdoor or indoor 
space with greenery and 
fragrance. It’s easy to create 
a beautiful and productive 
herb garden in almost any 
space, indoor or outdoor.

Herbs are pretty forgiving 
and can be grown in a 
variety of pots, planters, and 
raised beds, depending on 
your available space and 
aesthetic preferences. 

Clay or Terracotta Pots 
provide excellent drainage 
and a rustic look but dry 
out quickly, so frequent 
watering is required.

Wooden Planters are a 
good option for a natural 
aesthetic, but they need 
to be constructed from 
untreated or food-safe wood 
to avoid chemical leaching.

Window Boxes are 
perfect for growing kitchen 
herbs close to where you 
cook, ensuring easy access 
to fresh ingredients.

Hanging Baskets are 
ideal for small spaces, they 
also allow trailing herbs 
like thyme and oregano 
to cascade beautifully.

Recycled containers 
such as tin cans, mason jars, 
grocers’ wooden crates and 
old sinks all make excellent 
and free containers to create 
a quirky, unique herb garden.

Whatever container you 
choose, ensure it has drainage 
holes to prevent root rot.

For a functional and 
attractive herb garden, select 
a combination of herbs that 
thrive well together and are 
useful in the kitchen. Obviously 
think about the herbs you 
use a lot, and plant these, 
but also consider unusual 
variations on your favourites 
such as lemon mint, lemon 
thyme and purple sage. 

Ideas for group plantings:
Mediterranean Herbs - 

Rosemary, Thyme, Oregano, 
and Sage – These herbs prefer 

drier soil and full sun, making 
them perfect companions 
in the same container.

Soft-Leafed Herbs - Basil, 
Parsley, and Coriander – These 
require more moisture and 
partial sun, making them a 
great trio in a different planter.

Aromatics - Mint, Lemon 
Balm, and Chives – These 
herbs are fast-growing and 
versatile. Mint in particular 
should be planted separately 
to prevent it from smothering 
all the other plants.

Tea Garden Herbs - 
Chamomile, Lavender, and 
Lemon Verbena – These are 
great for herbal tea-lovers like 
me and grow well together. 

Once planted, most herbs 
thrive on a bare minimum 
of attention. Mediterranean 
herbs thrive best in full sun 
and require less water. 
Others are happy in partial 
sun and their soil should 
be moist but not soggy. 

If you use the herbs regularly 
in cooking, the constant 
trimming naturally encourages 
bushier growth and prevent 
them from flowering too early. 

If you have a bit of a glut I 
recommend freezing sprigs or 
bunches of leaves in water, 
packed in ice cube trays. 
You can throw a few cubes 
into a casserole or soup or 
teapot whenever you like.

Grow your own herb garden
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puzzle time

cluescrossword

answer on page 18

To book tickets call 0871 200 2000
or visit www.cineworld.co.uk
Conference Facilities and Gift Vouchers also available Touchwood, Solihull.

how to play

sudoku
It’s simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
and 3x3 box, contains the numbers 
1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don’t need to be a genius. These
puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!
Sudoku is highly addictive.  

0101-10 - Knowle & Dorridge_August:0099-0 - June DHD  2/8/13  3:36 PM  Page 40

suduko page.pdf   1   3/09/13   10:22 AM

answer on page 18
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Top rated cafes in Solihull 
We’re in an era of customer 
reviews, and so finding top-
rated establishments has never 
been easier. Some of the best 
cafes locally, according to 
Google reviews, include: 

• �Black Orange café in Solihull 
town centre gets 4.9 out of 
5 on Google reviews. They 
offer a wide selection of hot 
and cold drinks, including 
a range of fruit teas, as well 
as a selection of savoury 
snacks and desserts. 

 • �The Bloom Cafes on Hobs 
Moat Road in Solihull (4.8 
on Google) offer a wide 
range of savoury brunches 
including full English 
breakfasts, chicken waffles, 
avocado on toast, loaded 
porridge, and yoghurt bowls. 

• �Swan Yard Coffee & 
Kitchen in Knowle gets 4.7 on 
Google and offers full English 
breakfasts and eggs on toast, 
as well as delicious treats such 
as cinnamon rolls and rocky 
road – all displayed in a glass 
cabinet right in front of your 
eyes to really tempt you! 

• �Hallie’s Café in Monkspath 
also gets 4.7 out of 5 stars on 
Google reviews and offers 
sweet treats, milkshakes, ice 
cream, Biscoff pancakes, 
sausage rolls, bagels, 

sandwiches and breakfasts. 

Is your mouth watering yet?!

And there’s more…
Trip Advisor is another 

good source of top-rated 

venues, and the following 

coffee shops in Solihull are 

all featured in their top 5: 

• �If you’re after breakfast but it’s 

3pm, don’t worry, Boston Tea 
Party in Solihull town centre 

offers an all-day brekky. They 

also serve lighter breakfasts, 

brunch, lunch, toasties, cakes 

and freshly baked pastries. 

• �The Two Mugs is an 

independent café in Shirley 

where you can take your pick 

from a breakfast and brunch 

menu, their sandwich and 

toastie menu, a kid’s menu, 

and even a dog’s menu!  

• �Elderberry Blacks is an 

independent café serving 

breakfast, brunch, and 

lunch on Knowle High 

Street. Take your pick from 

full English breakfasts, 

pancakes, sandwiches and, 

of course, coffee and cake! 

• �Bora Coffee is an 

independent, family run, 

coffee shop, located in 

Shirley High Street. Turkish 

poached eggs, breakfast 

sandwiches, granola bowls 

and French toast feature on 

the menu, as do smoothies, 

frappes and milkshakes. 

• �Swan Yard Coffee & 
Kitchen in Knowle, as 

mentioned above 

To see a full listing of all 
the cafes and restaurants 
in Solihull please visit:
https://hellosolihull.co.uk/
eating-out-in-solihull/

The best cafes and coffee shops
In Solihull
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Tel: 01564 703623 or M: 0077551166  772299225566

CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE

BOOK YOUR 2025 EXTERNAL 
CLEANING REQUIREMENTS NOW!

Our Cleaning Services:

0121 369 0070 | 07546 264164
	enquiries@solclean.co.uk  	www.solclean.co.uk

VIEW SOLCLEAN ONLINE

	ROOFS 
	GUTTERS INSIDE & OUT 
	FASCIAS & SOFFITS 
	DRIVEWAYS 
	PATIOS 
	MOSS REMOVAL 
	STONEWORK 
	RENDER & CLADDING

This is the first novella in 
the Murderbot Diaries 
series. It’s a riveting and 

witty exploration of identity, 
autonomy, and humanity 
through the perspective of 
a self-aware security bot. 
The protagonist, a rogue 
SecUnit that refers to itself as 
“Murderbot,” has hacked its 
governor module, gaining 
freedom from its programming. 
Despite this, Murderbot prefers 
to spend its time consuming 
media rather than engaging 
with humans or exploring its 
newfound independence.

The story follows Murderbot 
as it reluctantly protects a 

group of scientists on a survey 
mission to an uncharted 
planet. When their mission 
is jeopardized by a rival 
corporation’s sabotage, 
Murderbot must confront its 
fear of human interaction 
in order to save its clients. 
Through its interactions, 
Murderbot reveals a deep 
internal struggle with 
its purpose, autonomy, 
and desire to remain 
emotionally distant, even as 
it inadvertently forms bonds 
with the humans it protects.

Although officially Sci-
fi, sceptics of the genre 
shouldn’t be put off. This is at 

its heart, character-driven 
storytelling with added sharp 
commentary on technology 
and human relationships. 
The blend of humour, and 
high-stakes adventure makes 
it a winner for all readers.

Book Review All Systems Red by Martha Wells

The best cafes and coffee shops
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Ingredients
Crumble top
260g plain flour
1 tsp baking powder
300g soft light brown sugar
1 tsp ground cinnamon
1/2 tsp ground nutmeg
1/2 tsp salt
170g unsalted butter, 

Cake
260g plain flour
70g wholewheat flour
2 tsp baking powder
1 1/2 tsps. ground ginger
1/2 tsp salt
300g light soft brown sugar
170g unsalted butter, softened.
2 tsps. vanilla paste
4 eggs at room temperature
225ml buttermilk or 
natural yoghurt
400g Rhubarb, cut into 
1.5-2cm chunks.

Method
Crumble Topping
Melt the butter in a saucepan. 

In a bowl sift together the 
flour, cinnamon, nutmeg, 
baking powder and salt. 
Stir through the sugar then 
add the melted butter and 
mix together with a spoon 
until it clumps together and 
becomes crumbly. Set aside.

Cake
Preheat the oven to 
180C / 160 fan Gas mark 
4. Line a13x9-inch pan 
with greaseproof paper 
so the paper overhangs 
the sides of the pan.
Sift together the flours, salt, 
baking powder and ground 
ginger, adding the bran 
from the wholewheat flour.
Place the brown sugar, 
softened butter, and vanilla 
in the bowl of a stand mixer 
and beat on medium 
speed until fluffy and pale. 
Add the eggs, one at a time, 
beating after each addition 
until well combined. 

Fold in one third of the flour 
mixture gently. Add half of 
the buttermilk and mix until 
just combined. Add the next 
third of the flour mixture and 
fold in. Add the remaining 
buttermilk, mix it in then add 
the remaining third of the flour 
and fold until just combined. 
Finally mix everything together 
gently for another 30 seconds 
to make a smooth batter.
Place the batter in the 
pan and spread evenly.
Sprinkle half the rhubarb 
over the top of the batter, 
then spread two thirds of 
the crumb mixture, then 
the remaining rhubarb 
followed by the rest of 
the crumb mixture.
Place the pan so that the 
top is level with the centre of 
the oven and bake for 40-45 
minutes. You don’t need a 
thermometer to check if it’s 
done but it does make things 
easier. The temperature of 
the cake in the centre should 
be about 95C when it’s 
cooked. Remove from the 
oven and cool in the pan for 
30 minutes. Use the excess 
greaseproof paper to remove 
the cake from the pan.
 Allow the cake to cool 
completely. Sprinkle with 
icing sugar, cut into squares, 
and serve with thick 
yogurt or creme fraiche.

Rhubarb Crumble Cake  Rhubarb Crumble Cake  
Use in-season Rhubarb to make this New-York  Use in-season Rhubarb to make this New-York  
style crumble cake.style crumble cake.
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Suduko Solution
from page 12

Crossword Solution
from page 12

Health
NHS non-emergency 		 111
Wythall Lane Surgery		 0121 628 2345
Hollywood Medical Practice		 01564 822642
Hollyoaks Medical Centre		 01564 823182

Council 
Bromsgrove District Council  
(main switchboard)  		 01527 881288
Bromsgrove District Council  
(emergency out of hours) 		 01527 871565

Utilities
Electricity power cut 	 105
Gas leak 	 0800 111 999
Severn Trent Water 	 0300 034 2222 
(supply & emergencies)	 0800 783 4444

Travel 
National Rail Enquiries 		 03457 48 49 50
First Bus Worcestershire 		 0345 646 0707

local police contact
for wythall & hollywood
Telephone: 101

WYTHALL PARISH COUNCIL	
01564 823149
WYTHALL COMMUNITY  

ASSOCIATION	
01564 823 281 
office@wythall-park.org.uk

ADVERTISE IN THIS PUBLICATION

DON’T MISS OUT!
Contact Zoe Reece 
on 07557 220585 / 

zoe@dorridgedirectory.com

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 / 
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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creating beautiful storage solutions

�tted wardrobes • home o�ce • bespoke furniture

•  Contemporary or traditional.
• Hinges or sliding.
• All made to measure.
• Sloping ceilings and awkward  
 shaped rooms.

• Quality furniture �tted to the  
 highest standard for over 
 25 years.

Hollywood Bedrooms

Call Neil
07861 64 50 54

www. hollywoodbedrooms.co.uk

650921

12 Month OAP 
Discount

Excludes blockages

Speak to 
us today!

1-2 Hour
Emergency
Response

time!

 Guarantee 
on labour!

Rightio Plumbing &
Heating

COMPETITIVE RATES

Fast Response

All Work Guaranteed

Flexible Appointment Times

OUR SERVICES

Boiler Breakdowns

Radiators & Pipes
Tanks & Cylinders

Boiler Servicing

Toilets & Taps
Leaks & Bursts
Showers 
Clearing Blockages
Pipework Replacement
Gas Safe Certified

0121 206 3761

We work in
Wythall, Hollywood,
Headley Heath, Druids
Heath and all
surrounding areas



SecureSt  reH  me

0121 663 6277 | 07368 508936 
www.homesecurestore.co.uk

1835 Pershore Road, Cotteridge, Birmingham, B30 3DJ

Call for a free quote or advice

• Approved suppliers of Ultion and Apecs 3 
Star anti snap locks

• Repair/Supply and fi t of windows and 
doors – Certass Approved

• Misted Glass replacement

• Repair/Supply and fi t of all types of 
Garage doors

• Key cutting including high security

We are 
a local 
business 
supporting 
Wythall & 
Hollywood.

1835 Pershore Road, Cotteridge, Birmingham, B30 3DJ

high security

2 4  H O U R  L O C K S M I T H  S E R V I C E S
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