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Calling all Landlords

Danes

LETTINGAGENTS

Call our lettings manager \" ol Lettings Office:
Emily Hiley for « FREE "4 7 i 387 Stratford Road
lettings consultation. ~ el °§ irley B0 3BW

.1 ) ( melvyn
Yool ( Danes
. ESTATE AGENTS
0121 733 7334 www.melvyndanes.co.uk

www.wythalldirectory.com delivered FREE to 4500 homes




Danes

ESTATE AGENTS
ESTABLISHED 1990

OAK TREE LANE

en-suite shower room, and main ba

£2750pcm

www.melvyndanes.co.uk

FULFORD CLOSE

bathroom. Double glazing. Electriy
Communal gardens.

£825pecm

LEA GREEN DRIVE

heating. Double glazing. Allocate
Communal gardens

£775pcm

MYNORS CRESCENT

having a driveway and private rear ga

£1100pcm

Call Emily Hiley for more information 0121 733 7334 $irightmovecu

The UK's number one property website




MONSOON

WINNER OF BEST BRITISH BANGLADESHI BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 2020

rorULAR MONDAY & TUESDAY SPECIAL IS BACK

ANY STARTER
ANY MAIN DiISH*
ANY NAN OR RICE
& COFFEE™/MINTS

Tel: 01564 829 200
73-75 May Lane, Hollywood,
Birmingham, B47 5PA

www.monsoon.restaurant




Boo!

Welcome 1o the October edition.

As soon as October hits we all start thinking about
Christmas. But there’s Halloween and Bonfire Night
to enjoy first. Check out page 6 to see

what you can do to get into the seasonal

spirit and make the most of your time now

that the nights are longer and colder.

With Christmas approaching, it's a time of year many
of us set deadlines - we want the extension finished
by then, the carpets professionally cleaned, the
gutters cleared... whatever you need help with there
are a range of local professionals who advertise in
this magazine who are ready and willing to help.

.

Tl

Zoe Reece

Tel: 07557 220585

Email: zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
www.wythalldirectory.com

ADVERTISE

[ Locally designed by: hotlobster design Itd Printed by: Norwood Press j

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS MAGAZINE
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Professional
Arboricultural

¢Solihull >

TREE CARE SPECIALISTS

All aspects of arboriculture
work undertaken.

Pruning, thinning, reshaping,
crown lift, reductions,
removals and stump removal.

Freephone: 03335 775733

Mobile: 07786 527 729

Email: info@solihulltreecare.com www.solihulltreecare.com



local events

commum’ry events

Retro Party

22 October, Park

Hall, Wythall Park

Come and boogie with
friends and family to your
favourite retro hits. Fancy dress
welcome. Take yourself back
in time and try our arcade
games. Bring family and friends
together for a unique family-
friendly event. Sessions 2pm-
5.30pm and 7.30pm-T1pm.
Tickets from just £2. Book your
tickets at wythallretroparty.
eventbrite.co.uk.

Bonfire &

Fireworks

5 November, Wythall Park
Gates Open 6pm | Bonfire
Lighting 6.30pm | st
Fireworks Display 7.30pm |
2nd Fireworks Display 8.30pm
| Venue Close 9.00pm.
Tickets from wythallfireworks.
eventbrite.co.uk

The Musical

Elf The Musical

1-5 November, The Core
Theatre Solihull

Based on the beloved holiday
film, this hilarious fish-out-of-
water comedy follows Buddy
the Elf in his quest to find his

true identity. This modern-
day holiday classic is sure to
make everyone embrace
their inner elf. After all, the
best way to spread Christmas
cheer is singing loud for alll

to hear. Tickets available at
thecoretheatresolinull.co.uk

Solihull Round

Table Fireworks

5 November, 4.30-9pm,

Tudor Grange Park

With tickets starting from

just £2 where else can you
find such a value for money,
professional fireworks display?
Tickets are available from
ww2.theticketsellers.co.uk/

BBC Good Food
Show Winter

24-27 November, NEC

The ultimate festive foodie day
out! The show will be packed
full of your favourite TV chefs,
as well as 100’s of producers
to taste, try and buy from and
so much more. Get ready

to step info a festive foodie
wonderland. Tickets available
at www.bbcgoodfoodshow.
com/winter/
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Number 1 Flooring
The Flooring EXPERTS

« LAMINATES

« SOLID WOOD

« ENGINEERED WOOD

« REALWOOD

« HERRINGBONE FLOORING

Open Monday to Saturday 9am to 6pm
and Sunday 10.30am - 4.30pm

01217459352

www.number1flooring.co.uk
bham@numberiflooring.co.uk

266-268 Stratford Road, Shirley, Solihull B90 3AD

« VINYLS

« CARPETS

« LVT — LUXURY VINYL TILES
« SPCVINYL FLOORING

« ACCESSORIES
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useful services

%/ STU’S LOFT FREE
No Obligation Quote

10 year Manufacturer Warranty

Installing Loft Ladders Since 2008

BARGES
YOUNGMAN

o g e 1 gt o

Top quality 3 section aluminium

loft ladder professionally fitted with “n““
pivot arm, hand rail, wide flat treads

for comfort and rubber feet. Loft

hatch included. mﬁmrpe

We also install loft flooring and boarding

Redditch - Solihull - Stratford-Upon-Avon
Worcester - Warwick - Birmingham - Evesham

Tel: 01527 850295 - Mobile: 07712 327889
stuart@stusloftladders.co.uk - www.stusloftladders.co.uk

Has Your Double
Glazing Steamed Up?

We can SAVE your windows!

All glazing backed by our
SAVE money, energy & time Whi
ich?
Trusted trader
Replace the pane, not the frame a2
bl Trusted Trader

Your local trusted expert | Faulty locks, handles or hinges?

Priority freephone

.
EOT Zcine g sme= 0800 6121118

www.cloudy2clear.com

S
=
REFLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZING =

SAVE money - SAVE energy - SAVE Y i

9




useful services

WYTHALL HEATING
SERVICES LTD

Family Business established in 1976.

For all your Gas, Central Heating and P J

Plumbing needs. From tap washers to ; - ﬁ
full bathroom installations, boiler \ -

breakdowns to full system installations. -

WE HAVE THE EXPERIENCE
AND SKILLS TO COMPLETE EVERY = L - 14
JOB TO A VERY HIGH STANDARD

TEL: 01564 824350

VISIT: WWW.WYTHALLHEATINGBIRMINGHAM.CO.UK

For more information please contact us on the below

Tel: 01564 822 465

Bake'r www.bakerward.co.uk
i sales@bakerward.co.uk
Ward .. @G ®

The Hampton Works, Alcester Road, Hollywood, Weast Midlands B47 SHE
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useful services

An Independent Family Owned Funeral Directors

THOMAS BROTHERS

A family owned Funeral Directors, we provide a friendly,
dignified service paying special attention to detail.

01527 547777 01527 831700 01564 822001 0121 445 3422
Birchfield House, 66 Birmingham Road, 100 Alcester Road, 12A Red Lion Street,
494 Evesham Road, Redditch. Bromsgrove. Wythall. Alvechurch.

B97 5JF B61 0DD B47 5SHA B48 7LF v
www.thomasbrothers.co.uk E
A family concern

J Kelly Gardening
& Fencing Services

* Fencing, sheds & shed removal e Firewood available

* Shed bases * Stump grinding

* Hedge trimming * Rubbish removal

* Grass cutting * Garden clearance

* Patio cleaning * Driveways

e Turf laying * Brick walls

* Tree removal and pruning * General maintenance

07718 620 226

Email: info@jkellygardeningservices.co.uk

www.jkellygardeningservices.co.uk
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Meet your local
Mortgage Advisor.

HELEN TAYLOR
Mortgage & Protection Advisor

I've been securing mortgages For residential mortgages, we don't
for my customers for over 22 years  charge a broker fee unless the loan
and can help with any mortgage amount is below £100,000. We don't
advice and requirements you have ties to any specific lenders so you
may need. can be assured of the most suitable
advice for your needs.
The team at Oak Tree Mortgages and
| offer a very hands-on and personal
service with practical and honest
advice. No mortgage requirements are
too complicated for us — we can advise
on mortgages for shift workers and the

self-employed, mortgages for second Please get in touch with
homes, re-mortgaging for home me for a free consultation

improvements... or just a simple and to di t
straightforward mortgage! 0 discuss your mortgage
requirements.

First time mortgages

Buy to let mortgages

Advice on re-mortgaging
Mortgages for home movers

Book Online at www.oaktreemortgages.com
helen@oaktreemortgages.com

01564 829 787

Issued by The Oak Tree Mortgages Partnership LLP T/A Oak Tree Mortgages,
321 Alcester Road, Hollywood, Birmingham B47 SH)J

The Oak Tree Mortgages Partnership LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership. -

Oak Tree Mortgages are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. O a l e e
The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate some aspects of buy to let mortgages.

There may be a fee for mortgage advice. The precise amount will depend upon your circumstances, Mo rtga QES

but we estimate this to be between £0 - £349

YOUR HOME OR PROPERTY MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE.
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Making your home lj
a happy sparkly «0.»

place fo be... THE MAID
BRIGADE

We understand how hard it can be \/

fo squeeze in household domestic

cleaning due to a busy lifestyle or

perhaps you're Nnot as able as We can provide:

you used to be. - Honest, reliable and affordable

Domestic cleaning

That's where we can help, - Allour maids and footmen are

by providing... professionall

< Weekly/Fortnightly/Monthly Cleans - We guarantee satisfaction 100%
Spring Cleans - We are fully insured
One-Off Cleans - Allodd jobs around the home inside
Office Cleans and out undertaken
End of Tenancy Cleans - DIV, Decorating, etc
Companionship
Errand running

We're here to help, so please
feel free to give us a calll



useful services

"
Award Winning Landscaper

Free Quotations

Top Quality Workmanship

Re-Designs / Make overs
Fully Licenced & Insured

Only 1 Job Installed
ata Time

www.turnerlandscapesrkc.co.uk hello@turnerlandscapesrkc.co.uk

Find us onn

Garolla garage doors are expertly
made to measure in our own UK

factories, they’re strong and solidly

built. The electric Garolla door rolls

up vertically, taking up only 8 inches
inside your garage, maximising
valuable space. Our expert local

installers will fit your new door and

they’ll take away the old one too,

so there’s no mess.

for a fully
fitted electric
garage door.

GAROLLA

www.garolla.co.uk

CALL US TODAY ON:

01564 340 046

MOBILE:

07537 149 128

LINES OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

14 Mention the Wythall Directory when responding to advertisements



DENTURE
CLINIC
BIRMINGHAM

New Cosmetic Dentures
FREE CONSULTATION

Tel: 01564 703623 or M: 07516 729256

Denture
Repairs
while
you

wait

I'he Old Surgery, 14 Cole Bank Road
Hall Green, Birmingham Bz8 8EX
M Evans GDC NO: 125164

N 4

DRVE4U

LAYING DRIVES & PATIOS SINCE 1979

. e W

5 year guarantee
No upfront payment
100% satisfaction
Competitive rates
Outstanding workmanship

If you'd like a quote for Iyour

new driveway or patio please
get in touch with us on

07773 911552 / 0333 271 8213

[ f Cheekatrade.com
www.drives4u.co.uk

useful services

Adele’s Foot Care

Solutions

Qualified Foot Health
Professional

A WIDE RANGE OF FOOT
TREATMENTS AVAILABLE

Adele Smith

MAFHP MCFHP MGHT
Home visits

Tel: 01564 822926
07802 987072

CARL BISHTON

CARPENTER & JOINER

ALL ASPECTS OF BESPOKE
JOINERY SUPPLIED AND FITTED

e DOORS
WINDOW FRAMES
STAIRCASES
CABINETS, BOOKCASES
AND MUCH MORE

ALL INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR CARPENTRY

SKIRTING, ARCHITRAVE

LOFT HATCHES

DOOR FITTING

FITTED WARDROBES

COMPLETE KITCHEN SUPPLY &
FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE
DECKING & GARDEN BUILDINGS
DESIGNED AND FITTED

PLEASE CALL ME TO ARRANGE
A QUOTATION

TEL: 01564 822811
MOBILE: 07810 373899
EMAIL: C-BISHTON@SKY.COM

15



Heating Horror

ou don’t need me to tell you
that the cost of fuel is fruly
frightening at the moment. Gas
bills have soared, and people
are genuinely frightened to
heat their homes. We don’t know how long
this situation will last; most of us are not
eligible for Government help, and those
that are eligible are most likely not going to
receive enough. So, what should we do?

Well, as my late father used to say, ‘We
are where we are.” In other words, we
have to work with the tools we have.

For years during cold winters old people
have been urged to ‘Prioritise one room,
keep that heated and live in that space.”’
I'm ashamed to say that | never considered
how patronising and Victorian that was
until | started to read that same advice
being applied to families and young
people. Most people can't live in just one
room. But we are where we are, and it
makes sense to look at our living spaces
fo see if we can make more use of one
particular area and prioritise heating that.

If you have a south-facing room, it's a
good place to start. South-facing rooms get
the sun all day so stay naturally warmer. If
you don‘t have a south-facing room, choose
an east-facing one for morning sun or west
for the evening sun. North-facing rooms
unfortunately will get no benefit from the sun.

Keeping warm air in and cold air out
is crucial (and blindingly obvious). Seal
leaks around windows and doors using
caulk or weather stripping. Duct tape
and clear plastic sheets make good DIY
double glazing. | used it in my freezing room
during my student years to great effect.
Clear lets sunshine in through the windows,
which helps warm the room and obviously
means you don’t need to turn on a light.

Desperate times

Draft excluders can be made for free
or very cheaply from old tights or frousers
stuffed with newspaper or other old tights.
Rolled towels and blankets also work well.
Don't forget to look for subtle leaks. To
do this use a candle. Move it slowly around
problem spots like windows. If you see the
flame flicker it’s a sign that you have a leak.
Portable electric space heaters or
halogen heaters can be a good investment.
The cheap ones heat a space quickly
but don't have an automatic cut off.
More advanced ones have fimers and /
or temperature sensors which switch the
heater off when the room reaches the
required temperature. These appliances
heat only the space you are using so they

are more economical than heating the
whole house. Never leave them switched
on unattended, or while you are sleeping.

One family | know decided that
camping in their own home is the
best option for staying warm. They
set up their tent and sleeping bags
and sleep together in one room.

As | type this another price rise is coming
and people are scared about how they
will cope. Writing about camping in your
own front room and seeking south-facing
spaces would have seemed ridiculous just
12 months ago, yet we are where we are.

Wishing you warmth and
safety wherever you are.
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Christmas is a Coming

orry to mention this but Christmas
Sis right around the corner. Get

ahead of the game with our
pre-Christmas-season checklist.

Clear out the food cupboards Make room
for festive goodies. Throw out all out-of-
date items and things you know will never
be eaten, even in a zombie apocalypse.
Clear out the toy cupboards Encourage
your children to sort out toys they no longer
play with and donate them to charity. It not
only makes space for Christmas gifts, but it
will also hopefully teach them compassion.
Order meat early Farmers’ markets

and shops are always packed out

by the first week in December.

Puddings and cakes These need to

be made early to give them fime to

mature. Stir up Sunday is traditionally

the time when Christmas puddings are
made. It's the last Sunday before advent
and this year it’s on November 20th.

Write any cards and annual letters It's
less of a chore than it used to be as more
people eschew cards in favour of e-cards
or texting, but for many people a card with
a brief personal message is a welcome
arrival in the post. If you get a few written
every week in November then come
December you can relax and feel virtuous.
Check guest lists It's worth checking

who might be planning to spend
Christmas with you well in advance so

you can be prepared. Don’t forget to ask
whether anyone is vegetarian, vegan

or has any allergies or intfolerances.
Forewarned is forearmed!

'-.fider rfuo‘, + Cine film

based in Wythall

www. solihuliphotographer.co.uk
paulkallu@gmail.com
O7875 475554

Mindbenders

Can you find the hidden phrases?

UPC:

answers on page 32
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Hollywood Beds

Mattress & Bed Specialists
Leading UK Brands At Low Prices!

kﬂﬂ\‘w @] Sleezezee

n the worid P()Stureped lC

) Y luniopilo

LARGE SHOWROOM LOCATED AT BECKETTS FARM, WYTHALL

———

= -
FREE OLD BED OPEN EXPERT
earKinG || REMOVAL Il 7 DAYS ADVICE
DELIVERY SERVICE [] A WEEK

T 01564 898118

www.hollywoodbeds.co.uk
Hollywood Beds Limited, Unit 2b, Alcester Rd, Wythall B47 6A)




Goods

Carpets & Flooring Ltd

Local Family Business. Established 1939

» Carpets » Contract & Domestic
* Cushioned Vinyls  * Tiles
» Safety Flooring e Karndean

We offer uplifting and disposal of old carpets

moving furniture and easing of doors!

All our fitters are employed & we are NICF Retailer Members

Il L @ Karndean
e it et |

Designflooring

OPEN
Mon to Fri 8.30 - Spm
Saturday 9.00 - 2.00pm

812 Alcester Road South, Birmingham B14 SHH
Tel: 0121 430 5289

FREE ESTIMATES AND SAMPLES SERVICE




24 HOUR LOCKSMITH SERVICES

Slélcureswre LECKFIT

aid PuDIL

s'é??:'#gswm

Wwwhomesacurstore couk

« Approved suppliers of Ultion and Apecs 3
We are Star anti snap locks
p
a |OCG | +  Repair/Supply and fit of windows and
b u Sl Ness doors — Certass Approved
1 + Misted Glass replacement
supporting | P
w th " & +  Repair/Supply and fit of all types of
y d Garage doors
HOIIYWOOd * Key cutting including high security

0121 663 6277] 07368 508936
www.homesecurestore.co.uk

1835 Pershore Road, Cotteridge, Birmingham, B30 3DJ

MyBuilder... i/} Chec ':E“'T""E"S Qs




Does your company
need a
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offers everything a
business needs in this

Bespoke content managed websites, SEQ, social media management,
print management, logo design, clothing, copy writing and much more.

Not «

design - marketing - web - print “s

0121 369 1977

www.hotlobsteruk.com



nd mellow

fruitfulness, states

the first line of

the famous Keats

poem. There

is something
rather lovely about autumn. The days are
cooler but offen sunny, yet the ground is
more moist and so easier to dig. It's the
perfect time of year for gardening.

[t's fempting to tidy up all the browning
plant stems but try not fo get carried away.
Leave some standing because they provide
important habitats for wildlife. | do harvest a
few seedheads each year: poppies, nigella,
and alliums are my favourites. | cut them,
leaving their long stems infact and put
the heads inside a paper bag, then hang

22 Mention the

the bunches inside to dry. The ripe seeds
fallinfo the bag and can be labelled and
kept for sowing next year’s free plants! The
decorative heads look nice in a vase too.

My neighbour (who is retired) makes
fabulous leaf mould in meshed cages he’s
constructed himself. | take a “busy mum’
approach to fallen leaves. | run them
over with a mower then rake the resulting
confetti off my lawn info the flower beds
and borders and let them rot naturally. They
soon break down and are incorporated
into the soil by worms. | still hanker after
my own leaf mould crates though.

If you planted any perennials a few
years ago they might need to be divided.
Take alook at your plants. If they are
dying off in the middle but have good
growth around the edges, it’s time to lift
and divide. Dig up the root ball of the
plant, brush and pull off excess soil and
set on to a plastic ground sheet. Pull (or
use a garden fork to prise) apart the
football into three or four clumps, each
with a section of healthy shoots and roofs.
Replant the 'new’ plants elsewhere in the
garden or try swapping plants with friends.
Don't forget to keep them well-watered
until they have become established.

If you feel that your garden needs a
little more colour heading into winter add
a couple of dogwood shrubs info your
borders. There are striking red and yellow
varieties available. You can also plant
sedum, Japanese anemones (Liriope) and
Michaelmas daises (Aster). These flower
well into late autumn and early winter.

Finally, a little planning for next year
goes a long way. October is the perfect
time to plant daffodil, crocus, hyacinth
and allium bulbs for next spring.

Happy gardening.

when responding to advertisements



COMPETITION

Win 2 tfickets to see the film screening of

The Railway Children Return

at Solihull’s Core Theatre
on Saturday 26th November at 2pm

For your chance to win these tickets, The winner will be notified by email after this
email zoe@dorridgedirectory.com with date. Please note there is no cash value nor
the subject line The Railway Children exchange for this prize so please don’t enter
and you will be added to our database if you cannot attend the date shown above.
to receive our monthly e-newsletter
about offers and events in Solihull. Picking up nearly forty years after the events

of the original film, ‘The Railway Children
Closing date for entries is Return” wil fake audiences on an exciting
7th November 2022. and heart-warming journey, in which a

new group of children are evacuated fo
a Yorkshire village during World War 2

23



useful services

ANDY B
INSTALLATIONS
Ex Woodwork Teacher
& Lecturer in Carpentry & Joinery

For all your Woodworking requirements

Fitted Kitchens
Internal « External doors
Bespoke Furniture

Worktop cutout service available.

CALL
M: 07941396 749

View work pictures on Facebook
Andy B Installations

DENNIS

PLUMBING & HEATING

e Boiler and full central heating
installations, including LPG.
¢ All boiler makes installed, Worcester,
Vaillant, Veissmann, Glowworm.
¢ 10 years warranty available
on some boilers.
® Breakdowns and service on
boilers, fires and cookers.
® Power flushing service

Fully insured, Competitive Prices

Tel: Hollywood 0121 247 1363
Mobile: 07903 715 360

www.dennisplumbingandheating.co.uk

UINIT 70, 123 STRATFORD ROAD, SHIRLEY. B90-3ND

(MIDLANDS BRANCH), COVENTRY, SHIRLEY

2,

OFFICE: 0121 314 99 53 FREEPHONE: 0800 747 14 61

DELUXE ROOFIN,

RODFING AT IT'S BEST l_m

A fully insured and highly skilled roofing company based in

Solihull, West Midlands with many years experience. Deluxe Roofing

Ltd is a professional, reliable roofing company with
unrivalled expertise in the industry.

* New Roofs » Flat Roofs « Minor Repairs » Fascias and Guttering
* Insurance Work = Moss Removal + Rebedding of Ridge Tiles * Chimneys
= Valleys « All Guttering Cleaned and serviced from £39.99

WWW.DELUXERODOFINGLTD.CO.UK
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useful services

creating beautiful storage solutions

fitted wardrobes - home office - bespoke furniture

Call Neil
07861 64 50 54

|/ 2200077222774 ////////{(///////////// v/
‘1

Contact Zoe Reece on 07557 220585 /
zoe@dorridgedirectory.com
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Paving &
Landscaping

DRIVEWAYS & LANDSCAPE SOLUTIONS

We pride ourselves on

. O_mw__ & Block _Umf.w:D - ._-mz.:m_nm:@ (Red or Black) our high standards of
» Patios * Brickwork ¢ Slabbing * Gravel « Landscaping sidbidioloclel

* Fencing * Property Repairs * Roofing Repairs We will beat any

* Driveway Maintenance (pressure cleaning & Sealing - weed free) _wrm__“m“ﬁ”__“mnm:ﬂ_“%:m

0121 652 0145 s .
01926 674 782 =icvuc™ =~ e

M: 07961 358 367 Pl %
E:projectspaving@icloud.com

To see our current range of work carried out in your local 328 Alcester Road
area please visit www.projectspaving.co.uk

“Timin”

1
'-:1“ o

Wythall B47 6JR




AP ALLOYS
& BUMPER REPAIRS

Mobile service to your (
home or business

] ! g
l;‘_. e o

3 ,

ALLOY WHEEL -ﬁEFURBléHMENT
(Full Face of Wheel)

Aircon
Vandal Scratches - Plastic Bumper Damage Regas

Headlight Restoration - Dents + Scrapes to any panels
Stonechips- Machine Polishing
FREE Quotations - Main Dealer Approved

Call Andy now for a fast, prompt and professional service.
Or for an instant quote, text or WhatsApp images to him on:

07972 852 758




Heritage

DRIVES & LANDSCAPES LTD

Driveways & Landscapesﬁ
In The West Midlands

_'\-'-—'

al Driveway & Lands

We pride ourselves on our high

standards of workmanship

BLOCK PAVING | TARMACING (red and black) | PATIOS | RESIN | BRICKWORK | SLABBING | GRAVEL
FENCING | LANDSCAPING | PROPERTY & ROOF REPAIRS | DRIVEWAY MAINTENANCE
(Pressure cleaning & sealing - weed free)

heritagedrivesandlandscapes.co.uk
Sunnyside, Kenilworth Road, Hampton in Arden B92 OLW heritagedrivesltd@gmail.com

@I = EHSmIth @
ey Basikiiprs Mandanls

T 0121 690 558 E 07377 534460
heritagedrivesltd@gmail.com




"BEST OF THE BEST..."

WHICH?

WINDOWS

17 -

2, 3 i ' r ]
Steg - et ' ' '
9 Trader of ™ P . vl CONSERVATORIES

ORANGERIES

H

T e

GARAGE DOORS

|

Finesse Windows are proud to have installed quality UPVC Windows,
Doors and Conservatories for customers locally for 40 years. Every Finesse
Windows installation is designed, manufactured and fitted with care.

Which?

Trusted trader

Call: 0121 514 5270
www.finesse-windows.co.uk -
Open weekdays 8am-5pm and Saturdays 10am-4pm mse

39 Melchett Rd, Kings Norton, Birmingham, B30 3HP W | N D O W S

Windows | Doors | Conservatories | Orangeries | Fascias & Soffits | Garage Doors




recipe time

Moist Orange Cake

Preparation time: 30 mins
Cooking time: 50-60
mins plus cooling time
Serves: 8

Ingredients

3 eggs

250g caster sugar

2759 plain flour

2 %2 tsp baking powder
1009 butter, softened
100g plain Greek yogurt
or sour cream.

1 large orange, about
washed and cut into
pieces with the rind, but
remove the seeds

1 tsp vanilla extract

Glaze

Juice of one large orange
100g caster sugar
IMPORTANT:

Food processor or

blender required

Method

Preheat oven to 175°C
Prepare an 8 inch / 21cm
springform pan by spraying
the sides with sunflower oil
or butter and lining the base
with greaseproof paper.
Place the sugar and eggs in
alarge bow! and beat with
a mixer until light and fluffy
and increased in volume.
Sift the baking powder and
flour fogether then add to
the mixture in the bowl a
little at a time along with the

softened butter. Continue
to mix until completely
blended, then stirin the
yogurt or sour cream.

In a food processor or
blender, process the
whole orange until it

is almost pureed.

Add this blended orange
to the cake mixture along
with the vanilla extract and
stir until evenly combined,
then pour the batter

info the prepared fin.

Bake for 50-60 minutes
depending on your oven.
The cake is ready when

a skewer inserted into the
centre comes out clean.
Allow to cool for about 15
minutes, then remove the
side of the springform pan.
Make the orange glaze

Prepare the glaze by
heating the sugar and the
orange juice in a saucepan,
and allow to simmer for a
few minutes, until the liquid
has a syrupy consistency.
Skewer the top of the a
few times, then spoon and
brush over the top of the
cake and allow fo cool
completely before cutting.
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Mark O’Sullivan

HOLLYWOOD CHIROPODY

PODIATRIST

Hollywood Medical Practice

Beaudesert Rd, Hollywood, Birmingham, B47 5DP

For clinics and Home Visits call:

07824506839

mark@hollywoodchiropody.co.uk
www.hollywoodchiropody.co.uk

The SOCIETY 0
Bupﬂ E :Zﬁlﬂ(!l‘i 'll’:ll."u'.i.‘t
FEQiStEfEd o B POIHATRISTS

BeCIr FCIced! The story of Hercules

ore than forty years ago on
IVl September 13th 1980 Hercules the
Grizzly bear had an eventful day.
Hercules had been hired to starin a
Kleenex commercial which was being
filmed on the Scottish Island of Benbecula
in the Outer Hebrides. Quite why Kleenex
needed a full grown Grizzly for the job is
not a matter of record, but af some point
during the day’s shoot he seems to have
become disillusioned with the idea of his
impending stardom and wandered off.
A massive search was set up
but was eventually called off and
Hercules was presumed dead.
Then a crofter spotted the 8 4” (2.54m),
half ftonne animal as he was swimming.
A rescue team arrived and shot Hercules
with a tranquiliser dart. He was captured in

anet and gently
tfransported by
helicopter back to
his relieved owner
and trainer.
Following
this escapade
Hercules was
fitted with a radio bleeper...just in case.
The gentle giant went on to become
a TV star, appearing regularly on
children’s TV throughout the 1980’s
and he even managed a cameo role
in the James Bond film, Octopussy.
He also appeared on several Hollywood
chat shows and the cover of Time magazine.
He died some twenty years later in
February 2000, following a fall from
which he never fully recovered.
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Beds / bedrooms
18 Hollywood Beds
25 Hollywood Bedrooms

Car Services
27 AP Alloys

Carpenter
15 Carl Bishton
24 Andy B Installations

Carpets & Flooring
19 Goods

Cleaning Services
13 The Maid Brigade

Digital services
17 Paul Kallu

Doors and windows
9 Cloudy 2 Clear

14 Garolla

29 Finesse Windows

Estate Agents

1 & 2 Melvyn Danes
36 smarthomes

from page 34

01564 898118
07861 645054

07972 852758

07810 373899
07941 396749

0121 430 5289

07855 435073

07875 475554

08006121118
01564 340 046
0121 514 5270

01564 826555
01217444144
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from page 34

32 Mention the

Flooring
7 Number 1 Flooring

Funeral Directors
11 Thomas Brothers

Gardens and Drives
5 Solihull Tree Care
11 JKely
14 Turner Landscapes
15 Drives4 U
26 Projects
28 Heritage Drives
& Landscapes
35 Central Drives
& Landscapes

Health & Wellbeing

15 Adele’s Foot Care

15 Denture Clinic
Birmingham

31 Mark O’Sullivan
Chiropody

Heating

8 GrantJohn

10 Wythall Heating

24 Dennis Plumbing
& Heating

Locksmiths
20 Lockfit

Lofts
9 Stu’s Loft Ladders

0121 745 9352

01564 822001

0121 604 6809
07718 620226
07833 2156412

0800 303 2559
07961 358367

0121 690 5581

0121 702 1456

07802 987072
0121777 5528

07824 506839

07974 226558

01564 824350

07903 7156360

07368 508936

07712 327889

Mortgages
12 Oakiree Mortgages

Plumbing
24 Dennis Plumbing
& Heating

Restaurants
3 Monsoon

Roofing
24 Deluxe Roofing

01564 829787

07903 715360

01564 829200

0800 747 1461

Storage and wardrobes

25 Hollywood Bedrooms

Vehicle Graphics
10 Baker Ward

07861 645054

01564 822465

Website & Graphic Design
21 Hot Lobster Design Ltd 0121 369 1977

2. Double Dutch
3. Fair play

Solution to Mind benders
1. Up against the dock

from page 17

for wythall & hollywood
Telephone: 101

Health

NHS non-emergency
Wychall Lane Surgery

Hollywood Medical Practice
Hollyoaks Medical Centre

Council

111

0121 628 2345

01564 822642

01564 823182

Bromsgrove District Council
(main switchboard)
Bromsgrove District Council

(emergency out of hours)

Utilities

Electricity power cut

Gas leak

Severn Trent Water
(main switchboard)
Severn Trent Water (emergencies) 0800 783 4444

Travel

National Rail Enquiries
First Bus Worcestershire

01527 881288

01527 871565

105

0800 111 9999

024 7771 5000

03457 48 49 50
0345 646 0707

when responding to advertisements



book reviews

A good read

By Natasha Donovan

The Crow Road
lain Banks

‘He's away the crow road.’
So says Prentice McHoan's
grandmother before she
too takes that path. I'm not
sure why I'd never read lain
Banks before. If I'm brutally
honest, | think | was put off
by the monotone covers.
It's not a great reason

and it did drive home

the point that you really

can’tjudge a book this way! | picked up The
Crow Road to read on a short break and I've
been steadily devouring Banks’ work since.

If the cover didn’t aftract me then the opening
line did: "It was the day my grandmother
exploded.” In the aforementioned Prentice, it
has an engaging, honest, and endearing hero,
and in his family it has a complex, disturbing
and fascinating cast of characters. There

is drama, humour, mystery, and philosophy

in equal measure. What’s not fo love?

The central strand of the story is the
disappearance of Prentice’s Uncle Rory -
presumed dead by many, but presumed alive
by Prentice’s father, Kenneth. Rory’s unfinished
papers include the idea of ‘Crow Road’ - a
novel? a factual account? Nothing is clear. As
Prentice aftempts fo unravel the thread, Banks
moves his own story backwards and forwards
in time, switching perspectives and retelling
events from different angles. For a novel which is
frequently about death, there is an awful lot of
humour too - often dark, but equally hilarious.
Banks is also known for his science fiction,
written as lain M Banks, and he wrote a whisky-
logue ‘Raw Spirit,” which is both well written,
and responsible for introducing me to this

spirit. It was certainly a summer of firsts for me!
The Crow Road will always have a special
place in my heart though, because it was

the novel that first infroduced me to Banks.

The Enchanted Wood

by Enid Blyton

For those of us of a certain
age Enid Blyton was a
childhood favourite. Through
the eyes of an adult there

is no doubt that she was

a deeply flawed human
being. though arguably she
was simply a product of her
upbringing. Her books driffed
out of favour for many years,
but many have recently been modernised

for today’s children...after all, a good story

is still o good story several decades on.

The Enchanted Wood is the first in the Faraway
Tree series, in which three children find
themselves living close to the most amazing
free you have ever seen. It grows different

fruits at different points, depending on how

it is feeling. It is inhabited by all manner of
strange folk - Silky the fairy, the old Saucepan
Man, Dame Washalot, and the Angry Pixie. At
the top lives Moonface, in a perfectly round
little house with a slide that runs right fo the
bottom of the tree. And best of alll, there is a
small ladder through the clouds which leads

to a different magical land every fime...

Joe, Beth, and Frannie (the names have

been updated from Blyton’s originals) have

all manner of adventures there. Sometimes

the lands are full of fun - The Land of

Birthdays, for example - while others are

slightly more threatening - Dame Snap may

no longer be Dame Slap, but her school is

still somewhere no-one would like to visit!

The Enchanted Wood was a favourite of mine
as a child and this slightly tweaked version is a
perfect chapter book for independent reading.
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crossword clues

1 Pointed tipped weapons (6)
5 Terrific, wonderful (6)
Sowree of wealth or valuable infor-
mation (4,4)

9 Resides at the Vatican Palace (4)
10 Undiluted (4)

11 Support from beneath (3)

13 5« n
“..... ..“.. 12 Roadside facility for ravellers

{7.4)

“..“.“.. “.. 15 Hl:': i;:l.: [0 MEeasure energy usage
. . . . . . 18 Weak cry (4)

“... .... .. 2 Soft feathers (4)

21 Bend over with laughter (6,2)

22 Tacky. gummy (6}

23 Make furous (6)

Down

2 Communication device 6 The Pied ol 16 Frenzied (5)
() Hamlin (5) 17 Contraction of Edward

3 Examiner of accounts (7) 7 Exact copy (7) (5)

4 Actions producing 12 Coastal town (7) 19 Squeczed and twisted to
responses (7) 13 Om the wav (2.5) remmove water (5)

5 & = distance / time 14 Hiker, leisure walker (7)
[

answer on page 32

501 |7]4] e how to play

ANNE o1 sudoku

9 4 5 It's simple!
Fill in the grid so that each row, column
113 7 8|2 and 3x3 box, contains the numbers
2 4 1 1 through to 9 with no repetition.
You don't need to be a genius. These
511 614172 puzzles use logic alone. Watch out!

Sudoku is highly addictive.

answer on page 32
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Why not invest in a new
driveway or patio to enhance
the appearance and add value
10 your properiy?

Approved Drives and Landscapes offer
a range of services to help improve
all areas of your home, including;

Clay & Block Paving - Tammacing (red or black) -
Paitics - Brickwerk - Skabbing - Grnved -
Larklscaping - Fencing - Property Repains
Roofing Repairs - Driviewsay Maintenanco
(Pressure clesningd & sealing - weed free)

‘ Proud member of

Find us in/on

| Google (@Jlookloca)) oo A Yell.

www.centraldrivewayslimited.com

Get in touch today for a FREE quotation 1N ANECGRY-OF
T : == —= — — T |

L0121 702 1456 M: 07748 577687 Wik = HELP for
Michael cenmal@ichounch comm = HERDES




How can
we help?

Since launching in 1998

we have built a well established
property service offering our clients
the full package when it comes

to their property needs.

SALES COMMERCIAL

NEW HOMES AUCTION
WANNID) MORTGAGES

Whatever your involvement with property,
do it the smart way with Smart Homes.

Call 0121 744 4144 m

www.smart-homes.co.uk smarthomes



